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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Built In  1909, the Ada Thompson Memorial Rome is me of Little Rock's 
moat important htstoric structures. The bouse has undergone feu alterations 
and appears much the same aa when f t  was orlgbaaLlp buiLt. The archfteets, 
Frank Gibb and Thewlore Senders, designed the Ada Thompson Elws in a Georgian 

. !-o: . . c,, . j-, r,n: C . ~ J  n r  L .',. Revival architectural style. . - . - 

. . atta rn d o n e - h a l f  storey hmas trLth a ful l  Ba-t is c m s m u c t d  
. - of brick. The high hipped roof f a  eharacteristtc of Georgia3 Revival archi- 

tecture. Projecting from the reof are several domxs ,  spaced symettically 
about: the bouse, The cornice is mrked by decorative brackets and den t i l a ,  

rr . .n'. 'il 
%a facade of the h w s e  is marked by vLndows wh2ch feature ornate 

dndow heads with ,key$tmes. Lugail ls  are of cut stme. Eim'dam-Lnant feature 
of the facade ts the t w o  storey portleo, supgortcb by two paIra of fluted 
cap$-to1 c o l m a  .. :-.The 'hlpped rmf rec tangtilor por tf co 13 marked b'y 'amamen tal 
brackets and dentils an the cornice. A round ornamental window is above 
the portico.  

Ihe  main entry dmr is f l a n k d  by fluted 1mic capitol  pilasters. 
Leaded gtass windows flank the entry, Shutters flank tha major windws. A 
feature of note en the south elevation is the m e  storey gun porc3, The 
north efevatfm cantagns a m e  storey projeerion, Tha P i r a t  flbas porch 
contains steps leading to the north entry. . The east el evattoa features a 
two storey ,porch supported by niae equare brick colmms, These f a  e hal f  
atarep w a l k - d m  t o  the basement, Open a t  the first l e v e i ,  the porch is - .  8 

enclosed by screen i~ the eecond floor level. 

, There are7 & p r o ~ i ~ t e ~ ~  18,200 aquare feet of living space in the 
two and me-half floors, The main floor haa four 1,arge ha1 Is each. ten feet 

-< 

wide runntng N-S' and E-W. The s t a k a y  f s locatd'  a t th.d. $oi& wt ,~"re  'the 
wide and front halla meet, Over the landing of the stairway is a four-pane 

, 

sly-l ight,  The maih flour will contain s large entry h a l l ,  lib#iiry, aiding " '  

ram, receptfon ropa, music raom and powder room, 
:I 4 ,* -,. : - 9 } '  ' 

The upstafrs has W-S ha11 and E-W alde hall off of whteb are t e n  
bedrooms, tm bathra6ns, and a fm4.1y rmu, 

The baaearent houses a kitchen,' bf k a k h s  t"so&, && gantries bedroom, 
bath and laundry roan. The electric elevator connects-aL1-three floors. 

.::.+,, -. . lj* : 

Alter&tfans include removal af seven walls ta, n a b  larger rams, . . :. . . . - .  - I C> A 

Resting on half  a black, the A& TAompsos PIearoriaL Ewe i s  remarkably 
well preserved and appears practLcally the same aa when it was first cm3truc~ed, 
I b s  t of the doors in the house are w r k e d  WL th bronze d&Fca tirm plagues, 
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A large marble plague hangs i n  the front entry hal l  where inscr2ption 
is ae fallme: 

ADA TH0WSO;Y 3mmRLu. s  HOMB 

1909 
Erected Under the Bequest of 

ADA TBOM?SON CRUTCHFIELD 
in memory of her father and mother 
Willaim Jaclcson and Sarah Ann Thompson 
Chasi tab1 e In  a1 l things, she especlal ly 
Revered and Minls tered to the Aged. 

BUIDIPIG C C H K I m E  
E. G. TROMPSON, Chairman 

H. L. RRWL S. W. REltBmV 
B, W. G X E N  ROBERT E. WAIT 
W. S. HOLT ED. COmISB 

GI83 AND SANDERS, ARCZITECTS, 
GEO. W. FAIR, COYTRACTOR, 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1~ BU'LDER'ARCH!TECf f Gibb / The&ore Sanders 

STATEMENT OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Ada Thompson Herporial lorre ,  located l a  Utt lo  Rmk'a h5storic 
Quapaw Qaartes d t l ~ r l c t ~  was buLlt by donations from oawy of Llttle  Rock'a 
most p-nent families, Founded in 1%2, t h i ~  h m ~  fox elderly uonea semed 
a d t a l  community service until 1376. The ladies, many without any family, 
ffwed out chair remaining years In this elegant h m e  with the privacy aad 
comfort that would be found in their mn hcrae, The Ada Thaapson Mewrrial 
hme ts atchitecturalLy algdf ieaat  Ln Its elegance, f ine  d e ~ a i L  of design, 
arid L m n s e  size, Dtafgned by Prank Gibb and Thedore Sanders, two of L i t t l e  
Rock's mat p r d n e n t  architects, and constructed I n  1403, the house reflects 
the Beaux Arts tradLtian, ma house has beca semarka15lg well pres.=rpred, 

L- 
TMa hme far elderly wan fwuded in  1182 ~ n d  warn initially amed 

Old ladles 3- of Lastre L2m.A. " On April lG, 1382, Eke.. R, L. Dodge, 3rs. 
T-- 

P, Jordan, Hrs .  B. 3, fohnson and Hrs,  J, K, Paidelman was elected the f i r s t  . 
Board of b d y  Guardians, As GoL, bgan Id, Rwts made tha first subscrlptim 
of $500. he had- t S q  ps+vi.lege of naming one of the guardiqs ,  : .?r@ :hi8 ; ~ t t - ~ , , . ,  , 
eetim was ~ s , '  Logan H.' Bdots, who waa duly elected. Oa A p r k l  15, 1863, 
by-laws for the g o ~ a m e f i t  of the home werc a~proy@,~, Qm April.  ,J7,, ,1333, . . 
Hrs. C, H. Van Etten and Miss Sophia ~reasd were elected to the Board of 

- 

b d y  Guard5 uns..-, At. the f irse:  ma tin%, of. tha. h r d .  oE: Lady- guardians, pt, 
P, 

t h e  hbme, on April" 25, 1882, Dr. 8, B. Christian was elect& phystcian of 
tha home,, Hiss Lauriet t Ashley was the first of theJ ~harg.e+ qf,  ,the, hgwe to :, I a r  I 
ectuallp take possesalon of her r o m  fn the hame, and she d i d  so oh b r c h  .29, 1892, 

"The Home is'the outgrowth of a suggsertfm offered by Prof, Otis 
Fatten in n paper read before the J?Lble club of the Fresbpterlan Church, on 
the eventng of h r c h  14, 1382. The raatter at that t i m e  was referred to a 
camittee to investigate and make Lnquiry tn regard to  the workings of similar 
cksri ties, and on the evenins of Harch 28 th, , at a regular mae tf ng of the 
club, a reading of the mkautes showed that the  camnittea deemed aush an 
institution both needed and practicable, eo a constitution was adopted and 
signed by menbars, and an the evening of April 37th. offfeers were elected 
and the work begun," 

"This institution is intended to afford a cmfortable a d  perma- 
nmr h a  to A i t e  wmen of Little Rock of  uablenfahed mral  eharac t a r  and, 
unless i n  exseptfmal cases, o v e r  sfxty years of a p ,  It Is aot a psor 
house, but, what the name L q l i e s ,  a qulet comfortable h a w  fox reapccta5le 
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old l a d i e s  w h m  have outlived thtfr near rela ti- and their means of support. 
They are felrlp supposed to have done thetr share of the world's work, and 
to be entitled to shelter and support in their declining years."[ 

Mfgs Jane Ketlogg, who sold the  first hms at  the southwest comes 
of east Seventh and Scott Stree ta ,  was a dominant force i n  the early devel- 
opment of the home. "The large house and valuable lot on which i r  standa 
were donated t o  the '%meuu by Hiss J. C. Xellogg-formerly a teacher in Little 
Rack - reserving a l i f e  annuity of $200. The house l a  tuc starts8 high, and 
conratma th i r t een  gaud-ailzed raarns. Z t was handsomely painted last  f a l l ,  
and recently some of the  rooma have been nicely papered." ' Her portrait 
currently Is d l s p l a p d  in the Ada Thompson home. 

The name was changed to the Jane Ketlogg Uome for Old ladies in 
1889 foLlowFng her death. T 

Mrs. Ada Thmpaon Crutchf ie ld ,  w i f e  of a wealthy New York la-ger, 
in h e r  wil l  set aside a ~:mariaL of $20,000.00 for a memorial to  her father 
and mether. Her uncle, Mr. PJ. G. *hcmpsm =as m e  of the early organizers 
and officers a£ the Old t a d i e s  Hme and the executor of his niece's estate 
on her death in 1904, M r s .  Crutchfield 5 s  buried at Wunr Holly ~ e m e t a r y . ~  
The board accepted t h e  m n q  plus interest equaling $22,850 with the 
considerati on attached, that the name be changed t o  the Ada Thampsm Memorial 
Hme, 

:' The old hum on Seventh and Scott: Streets was sold for $8,000.00 
and three lots  on the-corner of Tbenty-flrst and Haiu Streets were purchased 
for $6,000,00. The contract was let for construction of the Ada Thmpson 
Memorial. X m e  of pressed brick and stone to cost $20,600, and the plumbing, 11 4 
heating, and l i g h t k g  in addition will make the bui ld ing  cost  abmt $25,000, 

The Ada Thompsm Home was comple t ed  in 1909. CadLes m w e d  in soon 
after its eompletien and i t  has been cmslnueuslp occupied until present day. 

Eecauae of the many prominent ladies chat have resPded a t  the Ada 
'Ihmpson Home, it bas been a prominent gocia1 center. Poetry readings, 
singing seasions, and social gatherings have been frequent, Mrs. h t g a r e  t 
Duncan, s res ident  of the Ada Thompson Hone, wrote a poem cmcemfng it: 
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mE ADA r n 0 r n O N  HOME 
mere is e lovely house on the hill-top 
A plcture of beauty and are, 
Whose stately walls and colums, 
Speak praise for a generous heart, 
A hearr that gave to the world 
Not j us t a m u m e n  t of s tone 
B u t  a place where the aged fhds retreat 
As they walk T L f e ' s  twilight atone, 
TLe n o t  a place of sadness or want, 
Comfort and plenty are there, 
And ahe who enters its portals 
Should praise God for 1 ts love and care. 
Her path thru' the years ef youth, 
May have passed thru' lovely bowers, 
Or she nay have stumbled o' er jagged rocks, 
As she toFled t h ru '  working hours- 
Helping to bui ld  a sheltered huute 
For those who were l e f t  to her care 
Forgetting that .time has s subtle way 
Of catching us i n  Lts snares. 
TOO soon the home was empty, 
Too soon the  loved ones were gone, 
Too soon was she left frail and weary 
As the busy world rushea on. 
But a hand was held out from somzwhare, 
A guiding hand from c0dm8 dome 

. And F t l e d  her to the partels 
0 f the' Ada Thompson Home, 
mare i n  her own aesuestered room 
With her treasures boaks and flowere, 
She ray pass if she W I L L  
In peace and love, the last  of life's fleeting hours, 

i' L k l I t D  STR' I  1:s UtI':\RTh!ENl' OF Tf1E 1bTEKtUR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

By: Piargaret H. Duncan 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

In recent pears because of rising costs and declining occupancy, 
it became necessary to seXL the Elone to Its present owners. The eleven rematnfng 
residents were tsaxsferred to Presbyterian Village. 

me Ada Thompson Memorial Home srasds as  a aonumznt t o  the huaanitsr- 
fan s p i r i t  of Little ~uck's people. 
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