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A1l Souls Church, st Scott, Arksmsss 1is situated in Pulasﬂi Counts Eid wab

coxplsted in 1905, It is = woodenframe, ore storay building with haleony,
Tne exterior of the builldinz is covered with Common Ashlar notive stone,

It is a simple reatsnculsr pron with granite buttresses at the top of which
sre wooden brackels. t9 Architectvre 1s unique in its attempt to recall
the Gothic style in 2 simple manner. The osrchitect was Chorley Thompson
and the builder contrsctor wos iir. George Leifer, who also built the old
2rd Baptist church of Little Roeck, Arkansas, His granddsughter is still =a
mewmber of All Souls Church, ‘

The gxbled front is-of ‘half timber cohstruction, 2nd has a vointed casi iron
ventilator for the balcony which lends & decorative touch. It has a gebled
front porch with wooden colusns and brackets on wooden pedestals,

The tell penelled double entrance dooars are of wood and open into an entrance
from whica winds s hand carved narrow stairway leading to the balcony.

This is reminiscent of 01ld Brutone Parrish in ¥Willismsburg., 7o the left of
the entrance is a small robing room with enclesed psneled c2binets, From the
entrance through massive double praneled doors, an inviting wide eisle leads
to a spscious cheancel, on elther side of which are handaade” choir seauts,

One stip up leads to m rounded dais on which resis e massive oak pulpix,
flanked by two Gothic osk deascon chairs,

Above the original alisr is a lorge stsined glase window of The Good Shepherd,
2 memorizl gift by the small childred of the Church(The Church Hice), Om
each side of the Church sre four stained gless windows set in nointed arches
in double hung windows, Solid brees inssrts are used to raile the windows,

A sincle brick cnimney, resching from celling to drsement, iold the story of
the method of heating for this small church, Leter en identiczl chimney in
size but purely dacorative wes sdded for bslonce, Botn are painted a warm
grey to mateh the wzlls of the churcn.

Polished ozl wooden trusses support the ceiling which is of matched beacing,
a3 is the woinscoting., These are nll of polished wsrm brown stsined ock,

At the top of the walls, is s wide wooden cornice with irteresting details
of wooden dentils.,

From the Choncel 2 stoined glsss windowzad door lecds to the outside, end
concrete steps, This was used at ore tine for ithe entry of i#inisters and
served the male menbsrs of the wedding porties.

The original Lectern, Comrunion Wahls, and sll the pews are in it <lurch =nd
are of stained end polished netive oek. The floors sre pine snd zre covered
with 8 rich cherry coclored woolen carpet. & selting sun shining througsh the
cherry colored robe of the Master in the west window cnsts o bresihtaliing
epell on 211 of those who sece 1t, ond mony en afternoon wedding is held »1
this megie hour. This church hss long been vised Tor the weddings of any who
wish to use 1t, *
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Architecturaly, ths building is a rural ferm type building, simple snd sturdy
that represents the type of structure built at that time, All the structural
wood is of native cypress cut from mative breaks, and we belleve sewed from
the mony mills that existed on the plenistions at that tiwe. The exterior
wzlls are of board and batlen cypress with double hung windows. The roof was
nasde of cypress shingles, no doubt hand riven, as were sll of the cabins end
outlying houses. The roof has two hiprced gables, which furnish lizht and
ventilation to the half storey which at one tiwze wos used for & class room,
There were two rooms in the basement, lined with brick made st the old
penetentisry which were slso used, The floors are pine and well polished and
worn, so0lid esnd sound as the wany men and women whdo have used them,

The land for the Church and Sunday school .were given by Conoway Scoti(for whor
the town was nemed) and Arthur Alexander. Lster Mr. R.L. Dorteh deecded the
land to the Church, which he hzd bought frox Mr. Scoti.

In 192%, ¥rs, Tom Sieele, Sr., a dseple dedicnted worker reorgemnized the
Sundny School and esisblished the greded system. The c¢losses lesped in thair
growth and 2 new eddition wss mode to the existing structure which included =
large auditorium,sesting for dinner 220, e¢dditionsl class rooms, snd = lzrge
plontotion type kitchen, :

The interio* eiling end wells ore of moiched bexding, The colling is in the
shsee of a d zreh, 4 lorge seylight at fhe west end gole light ond
?ﬁnullﬂtion. A sioge on the east end of the suditorius is used for the wany
Zaster and Christmss pageants ss well os {for speskers snd visitiny grous
singers. Sant: Clsus hizsel haes often cypeared te the delight of the :zany
uoturned fsces in the suditorium,

Mew roof's, modern hesting, psinting and repairing have taked pluce over the
years, bui the simple couniry building remzins untoucked by change.

Thirty yesrs sgo, » 1andscqn:nf plan was begun that is still growinx. Two

acras of grauwd are in the 'plens. 4n iron grill snitique fence was given by
the dsughter of Dr. Witsell, prstor of Carist Chureh in Little Rock., ¥ermorisl
warble benches, boxwood, holl snd many other flowering 4rses =sdd gruce

orid beculy to the grounds, A fountain rarden in merory of o rrest grond-
daughter of one of the plonesrs, is the scene of weddings ond other ronentous
events, Tne winding brick welli wos wade from the chirneys of tie pluntciion

¢sdins, wmany heond made, ths gift of rembzrs of the church.
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A recent gift is a beautiful iron flag pole given in comremoration of the
bi~centinizl at a recent reunion

The Eyrie snd the Church with its Beautiful memerial gazrdens stznd =2s a wonument
to the early settlers of this vplantation arez kmown throughout the stete

for its continued progress in the agricultursl as well ss the civic structure

of Arkansas, Nesr-by is the Plantetion Museux end The Scoti Beszrshkin Railway,
drewing hundreds of visitors each year. The entire srea is becoring s historic
site and well worth preserving,
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Alterations to the 1ittle church hasve been rminimal, The slate roof hss been
revlaced snd a wore modern furnace hes replaced the cosl burning one.

Hand crofted Altsr rail snd choir seats of a sirple design, 2gain depicting
the Gothic pointed arch festure, were designed and e¢orved by H,K. Hodge, o
renswned woodworker who also had lived in the community.

A white steevle with cross of Colonisl Architecturs was added later.as s
renorisl to the grest grandson of one of the pioneer planters end mewbers,
This adds greatly t5 the besuty of this simonle country church rich in th:
heritage of the whole ares,

4 ministerinl fund afforded the opportunity Zor three young people from our
church to become ordsined ministers. Miss Lucy Thisbault(iethodist), U ef arl,,
S.».U., and Peobody College, ~Thomas Glenn ﬂﬂtnCOue(ﬂSUtlst), Yale,

r— Doneld ¥, Cempbell{Prebysterien), Yele,

In 1978 The Reverend Mike Carrozs snd o szoll coxmitiee begzn plzns for the
fiftieth snniversary., The opening of the cornerstone of the Church ond the
resding of the contents,one smnll Episcopsl preyer hool being of grest
interest, 2gain dernoting the lack of biss, 2nd the co-xingling of faiths in
this unique rurel church, A lsrge resunion of ssttlers were gatherad to rehesr

. the history of tie church and its peovple, Yrs. Alsn Hicks Sivpson, the sole
reagining necber who wss secretery st the time of tne laying of the cornerstons
w3as pregsent, A new cornerstone wes placed in the church to b2 opened in the
yeoar 2006.

Since its beginning =t the turn of the century, it has never cliosed its doors -
and is open to anyr sezking spiritusl coxzfori, regsrdless of denominstion or
creed, It is one of the few Interdenoxinstional churches in the netion.
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Church buildings were once the hub of most community acticities in rural areas,
besides being the ¢lass roomrs for Sunday School. The Eyrie (eagles nesi or
high place) was the result of a handful of pioneer femilies seeking a central
nlace to worshiv. It holds many rich z2nd satisfying memories for the descendants
who still worship there nfter nearly & hundred years, The beginning of worship
for these plentstion Families was in the parlors of the hores, and at the lster
port of the 15th century in s small church set in All.Souls cemetery on the
Scott Plantation, With a common Seotch mixturs sncestry, and realization that
only one Church could be supported, All Souls Church snd Eyrie(Sunday School
building} were completed in 1506, The f2ct thst their fundamental bosic
oelief's were the same made this the interdenorinstiional churen that hss been
in continual use throughout this century.

Toe originsl sund2ay school bullding, » nerrow shotgun store, with planks on
kezs for ssois, s pedel organ, and a box for a pulpit begsn in 159D witn such
enthusissz that by 19085 enouzh funds were rcised so thet the present building
wad resdy for vuse, and hes been in contimarl use ever since.

The Evrie has served mony purposes, besides ¢ ploce to worshin., It hss
receptions, fellowship suovpers, entertainmernts, Boy Scout meetings, snd is
the noze of the well known 3cott Dozear, started in the early 1G30%s with
the men rnd womsn cooking ond serving howe cursed homs, sauszze, turlieys,
geeze snd mony nomensde goodies, which drew a large trade frow Little Rock
woking thelr journey in carrisges.

ng
g2

In 1927, the wezr of the bly flood, .the building wes used to fesd and Louse
men displaoced nersons for os lonp =s Yaree weelits, The womer tnd men of the
covmunity talking thedir turn ot fzeling =11 those in need,

Third generation vourz ferimers still on their prandfathers land are se=n
worshiping in this same community building. :

Thz Evrie 1s e far cry from that long ago little country sicre, with the
stotles in back where norses ond chickens lent their voices to the lusiy youne
singers,
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