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The 175-room Albert Pike Hotel was erected in 1929. ,It was designed by arch- 
i t e c t ,  Eugene John S te rn ,  in partnership- w i t h  .George Il: ' Mann, architect of 
t h e  Arkansas S t a t e  Capitol Building. The ho te l  is b u i l t  in the Italian-spanish 
Revival s ty le  05 architecture and cost approximately $1,000,000 to e o n s k u c t .  .. . - .- 

The basic f lmr  plan is U-shaped. The tko m a i n  wings, eight stmkes in heiqht, 
protrude to help enclose an open c o w t  extending dbwe the first t w o  stories. . 
The two eight-story wings are connected by a ten-story section- To?pFng the 
structure are two towers, w h i c h  house the  elevator machinery, set at either . - 
end of the roof an the east elevation. _?n the n o r t h  aad south elevations and 
on the facade of the two wings' are decorated w h i c h  extend a~proximzlte- 
ly five feet above the roof line. The flat roof features slo2ing t i l e  eaves. - 

The facade of the Albert Pike Hotel is m a r k e d  by a "cloister-type"' porch. The 
multi-lite, triple-arched windows are flanked by the main entries. Loca ted  
above' these entries are terra-cotta medallions, each 'featuring a heraldic shield . 

with the i n i t i a l s  "AP." Other windows on the first floor facade are decorative 
in the i r  utilization of cast s t o n e ,  Iqinaows are rectangular w i t h  simple t r im 
abave the second-story l i n e .  The tile eaves of the roof above-khe cloister 
porch are supported by ornamental brackets w i t h  pedhents  in between- 

Adjoining t h e  hotel building on the east elevation is a two-story garage. This 
structure also em2loys the use of t h e  tfle roof. 

The interior of t h e  first two floors is almost entirely original and is in an 
excel lent  sta te  of presemation. The elaborate i n t e r i o r  de'sign'includes de- 
tailed stenciling, leazed and stained-glass windows, extensive decorative t i l e  
and iron work md. intr icate l i ght  fixtures, Of special note is the c d f e r e d  
ceiling in t h e  large main lobby. Octagonal-shaped panels surround small 
dimnond-shaped panels w i t h  pendants. The multi-colored patterns (between 
t h e  raised plaster moldings) were applied with paint using separate stencils 
for each color, These designs exem>lify a type af decoration popular i n  the sac- 
ond-Mfof  the  nineteenth century and early twentieth, Of special note are  the 
wood-?anel& ceilings in the north hallway. These ceilings feature painted 
diamond panels projecting fmm the  rich-grained wood. 

Brass-paneled elevator doors are set into glazed tile walls. Ornately des igned  
glazed-tile is found frequently in the decoration of the in ter iors .  Mosaic 

tile floors are found throughout the  f irs t  floor. Another  feature of note is 
the landing on the stairway to t h e  rnezzanin4 which is marked by a solid railing 
with t.m heraldic medallions set amcng intricate designs. . ... 

. . . - ,  . . . . 
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The Albert Pike Hotel has undergone no m a j o r  changes s i n c e  its cons t ruc t ion ,  - 
In t h e  late 1960's, a two-story modern add i t ion  of rooms 1-5 construct& on 
the south elevation, but did not: alter the basic structure of the main building. 

- .  

The M k r t  Pike Hotel has lkeh an important l admark  in L i t t l e .  Pack since its 
construction. T h e  hotel is now owned by t h e  Second Baptist Church and adminis- 
tered by them as a residence hotel. This is an appropriate adaptive use which 
n o t  only keeps the hotel in excellent cond i t i on ,  b u t  also contributes to the. 
remembrance of an era in which the Albert Pike H o t e l  was a center of affluence. 
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The one hundred and seventy-f ive room Ubel - t  Pike Hotel wa's constructed in 
1929 at an approximate cost of $1,600,000, The A l b e r k  Pike Hotel reflects 
"'the affluent decade," the  1920'5, i n  its elaborateness a d  richness of desiqn.  
The nineteen-twenties was a decade of great pxosperity, as reflected by the 
garishness of architecture. The hotel is b u i l t  in the Italian-Spanish Revival 
style, made popular in this era by tbe inflnsnco of C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s  style is 
identi f ied by arches, terra-cotta work, natural-Einis'n.expsed 'bezm and tiled 
roofs,' The interiors, also ~eflective of t h i s  style, feature elaborate s t e n c i l -  
ing ,  leaded and stained-glass taindows and extensive decaratLve t i l e  and izon 
work. The Albert Pike Hotel is Little Rock's only remaining m a j o r  exam_3le of 
the Italian-Spanish Revival style of architecture,  

Though only indirectly related to the building i t s e l f ,  the significance of t h e  
site on which t he  Albert  Pike Hotel was built is q u i t e  impressive. The site 
and an earlier house located on it played in2aean t  roles in nineteenth-century 
Arkansas, both before and after U k a n s a s  achieved statehood. The block in which 
the Ubert Pike Hotel is located was occurrid by a house built in 1827 for 
RoSert C r i t t e n d e n ,  Secretary of Arkansas T e r r i t o r y .  The Crittenden House. w d s  
one af the first brick residences. to be- eonstruct~d in- & i t t l e  Rock. . Shcrtly : . - 

af te r  his expensive house was completed, ' crittenden came out on the short end 
of a pol i t ica l  b t t l e  and was removed f r o m  his off ice. Thi-s loss o f  + salary . . 
coupled with the expense of his house drove h l m  close to bankruptcy. Ha attempt-  
ed to trade t h e  house for ten section of undeveloped land,  hoping that t h e  house 
would becow the Territorial Capitol ,  but this vas vetoed by Governor John P o p  
in 1834. when Crittenden died in 1834, his mortgage was fdreclose3 and the 
house was sold to Judge B e n j e n  Johnson. T k  Johnson heirs  sold it to Dr. E, v, 
Demll, whose wife was a great niece of Mrs. Crittenden. Dr. Dewell s o l d  it to 
Governor James P. Eagle and it becme the off ic ia l  governor's ressence (1889-1893). 
The Crittenden Hause bras razed in 1920, n i n e  years before the Albert Pike Hotel 
was b u i l t  on the site. Still another feature is also reflective of nineteenth- 
century Arkansas; this feature is the h o t e l k  same. then p lans  for t h e  hotel 
began, it was decided to call it t h e  "Albert P i k e  Hotel" a f t e r  one of Arkansas' 
leading his to r i ca l  figures. P i k e ,  a many-talented man, left his native Pbssaehu- 
s e t t s  and arrived in Arkansas in 1832. From then until he l e f t  Arkansas in 1868, 
his life and endeavors l e f t  their mark on the his tory  of the state. Dcring the 
ear ly  yeass of Pike's life in Arkansas, he achieved renown as teacher, attorney, I 

and newspaperman. Later he gained admission to t he  Bar of the United States 

Supreme C o u r t ,  represented the Choctaw Indians  in t rea ty  d i s p u t e s  w i t h  t h e  United I 
States government, served as brigadier general in the Confederzte zrmy, and sat 
as a member on the  Arkansas Suprerns C o u r t .  
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The main significance of the A l b e r t  P i k e  Hotel; though, l ies  n o t  in the site on. f 

which it stands nor in t he  man for  whom it was i%.ed; rather the real s i q n i f  icance ! 
lies in its vivid reflections of a bygone t h e  and an Tch%tecture appropriate 
to that t h e .  The A l b e ~  Pike was b u i l t  -in the.  year: 0-f-the grea t  crash, but as ! 
near as crash and depression w e r e ,  the  time was' st i l l  the "Roaring mqentiesR' I 

when the  hote l  was b u i l t .  It w a s  s t i l l  a tine of spending, speculation, and naive 
. i 

economic optimism- The lavishness a£ the hotel's architecture is a kind of social 
art reflecting that time of high l iv ing so' soon to end. The hotel's status as a 1 

: 
contemporary structure was short-lived, for t he  coming of t h e  depression in the I 

- thirties soon gave it the aura of a monument ta the past. - -  ' ' - 1 
1 .  

And so t h e  hotel has stood through four and a h a l f  decades in its grand and mon- ! 
m e n t a l  reflection of the  Twenties. In 1971 the Second Baptist Church of Little 

. - 

, Rgck bought the  A l b e r t  Pike for $740,000 and made it i n t o  a residence hotel, But, 
-,A- it is not  t h e  hotel's f u n c t i o n  which is important, rather it is the  splendid ap- 

pearance of t h e  structure which gives it its architectural and historical signif - i 
icanc e . " .  i 
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