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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Eechles Duplex is a two story Colonial Revival structure designed by Charles
Thompson. The 1909 brick structure faces south. The plan is rectangular with a hipped
roof. A single dormer is centered on the front. The dormer has Palladian proportioned
windows with stick work radiating from the centers. ‘'The pedimented gable is deeply
inset and supported by brackets. A two-story portico runs the length of the south side.
The portico has a wide frieze board with dentiled cornice, which is supported by four
Tuscan columns mounted by short, brick piers.

The first on the front (south) has two single doors on the east end and on the west,
a twelve over one central window flanked by six over one sidelights. Above, on the
second story, the window repeats but there is only a single doorx.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bechle duplex is significant in its associations with the commercial prosperity
:f a German immigrant to the United States. TILittle Rock, in the latter 19th century had a
.arge population of German irmigrants. The brick building was designed by Charles Thompson,
the most prominent architect in Arkansas at the time. The brick_apartment house is histor-
.cally significant in its association with Thompson.

On September 12, 1896, Mr., G. Bechle and his wife, Elizabeth, bought the property.
r. Johann Christian Bechle was born in 1852 in Stuttgart, Germany. In 1882, he came to
JAdttle Rock with Mr, and Mrs. Stegmar. He stayed with the Stegmar's sister Elizabeth in
.883. Mr. G. Bechle started to work in 1882 for the C. J. Penzel Company, wholesale grocers
it Seventh and Sherman Streets. By the time he retired, he had become president of the
tomr-ny, His wife, Lizzie, worked as a homemaker.

vlrs. Elizabeth Bechle died in July, 1915. Mr. Bechle asked his nephew, Mr. Otto Stegmar,
nd his wife, Tillie, to come live with him soon after., Upon his death in 1936, the Bechle's
partment building became the property of Mr. and Mrs. Steqmar. Mr. Bechle is buried in
iaklawn Cemetary. Mr. Otto Stegmar worked at the Houck Piano Company.

Renovation of the structure was bequn in 1976 by the present owners for apartments,
ncated in an area of Little Rock separated from the downtown by an Interstate Highway,
enovation of the Bechle Apartment Building is a first step in recognition of this isolated
ection of the city's historic resources.
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Mrs. Otto Stegmar, 1975

Abstract of the property.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCAIPTION

Lots 7 and 8 and the south fifty feet of lots 5 and 6, block 10, Woodruff's addition
to the city of Little Kock, Arkansas.
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