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2. Location 
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Category Ownership Status Present Y se 
.district - public 2 4 -  occupled - agriculture - museum 

building($) 2 private - unoccupied 2 commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site n / f x  Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - re1 tglous 
- object - in process yes: restrlctsd - government - scient Hic 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - Zransportatlon 
- no - military - other: 

.. - 
r , ' i '  L 
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. ' " I  . . .. 
street & number t 

-I 
#-L  ' N/A - 

- vicinity of city, town . State Arkanszs 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etC. r ;  p r L L  . I f; 

street & number Pul ~ s l : i  County Cot i r tkuse  

city, town 

6. Representation in Existing Suaweys 

tltle N/A has this property h e n  deierrnfned eleglble? - yea )! no 

a t e  N / ~  N /L federal - state - county - local 

dewslllow for survev records 

city, town state 



Description 

Conditia m Check o m  Check one 
- excellent - deLl IUI X unaltered 3t original site 
3L good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Dsscrfbe the present and anginal lif known) physical appearance 

The Terminal Warehouse Building (now known as the  Markham Tower East) occupSes more t han  
one square block  i n  the area of downtown L i t t l e  Rock t h a t  was, from the turn  of t h e  century 
v n t i  1 the early 1 9 0 0 ~ ~  the city's warehouse and manufacturing center. Bui 1 t i n  1926 accord- 
i n g  t o  the design o f  a r c h i t e c t  Eugene Stern,  the massive bui lding i s  ou t s t and ing  i n  a 
s treetscape s ti 1 l cha rac t e r i zed  by comerci a1 b u i  1 dings  of the e a r l y  1900s. 3 t en joys 
a phys i ca l l y  and commercially awspicious s i t i n g  paral le l  t o  the Arkansas River and 
ad jacen t  t o  the t racks  o f  o l d  Missouri Pacific Rai l road ,  a location t h a t  contributed 
g r e a t l y  t o  the success o f  t he  warehousing industry i n  t he  1920s and '30s. The subslan- 
t i a l  brick stwcture remains prominent on the riverscape by virtue of i t s  sheer size 
and the arch1 tect's unusual application of a Venetian g o t h i  c design idiom. 

The four story t a l l  p r inc ipa l  (south) e l e v a t i o n  o f  the bu i ld ing  faces Eas t  Markham Street, 
s t i  11 a major Little Rock thoroughfare. The extremely broad facade  i s  15 bays wide w i t h  
a uniquely d&signed 8 story tower risj ng from the  center  bay. B r i c k  p i  1 asters p ro jec t i ng  
s l i g h t l y  beyond the b u i l d i n g  wall and capped w i t h  hor izonta l  bands o f  l i g h t  colored 
glazed b r i c k  estab l ish  a d i s t i n c t  rhythm i n  the long facade and create a ho r i zon ta l  
o r i e n t a t i o n  for  the  bu i ld ing .  The flat-roofed warehouse teminatcs i n  a parapet, 
mdis t ingu ished from t h e  planes of the bu i ld ing  I s  br i ck  facade, capped w i t h  a band of 
glazed b r i c k s  , the same cal or as those t h a t  t o p  t he  p i  J as ters , t h a t  enriches the e n t i  re 
structure. On e i t h e r  side o f  the bu i ld ing ' s  c e n t r a l l y  placed entrance the first f loor  
elevation i s  a r t i cu l a t ed  as a series of  storefronts,  each f i t t e d  w i t h  metal awning and 
? l a t e  g lass  windows se t  back i n  t he  masonry wall  above concrete I intels. Above, wi th  t h e  
~xception of the two end bays, each bay i s  composed o f  pairs o f  16-1 i ght  rectangular 

windows, t y p i c a l  t o  warehouse des ign ,  separated by a br ick  mu1 1 ion  o f  s 1 i ghtly narrower 
width than the  d e f i n i t i v e  p i  lasters, A row of  glazed bricks spans each bay un i fy ing  the 
ver t ica l  e lements  and three stone scuppers pierce the parapet wall a t  the t o p  of each bay. 
The corner bays are aecentueted and have an anchoring e f f e c t  i n  the bu i ld ing  composi t i o n .  
These end bays have only one w i n d w  and as a result possess more brick veneer, making them 
look more massive,  i f  not wider than, the o ther  bays jn the facade. Decorative shields 
and f l  eur-de-1 i s  , appearing medieval i n  origin , enr i  cb, * the  pa rape t s  a t  the corners of 
the building. 

Two d i s t i n c t i v e  features o f  t he  south elevat ion-- i  t s  dominant central tower and i t s  i n -  
ti cat1  ey deta i  led p r i n c i p a l  entrance--yes t the bui 1 ding w i  t h  a Venetian goth i  c esthetic 
which great ly  re1 ieves the bland r e g u l a r i t y  of t h e  massive warehouse form. Each o f  the 
tower corners  projects s l i g h t l y  beyond the wall plane,  g iv ing  a buttressing e f fec t ,  and 
is capped w i t h  a band o f  g la red  b r i ck  decorated with diagonal lines forming a zig-zag pa t t e rn .  
Rows o f  br ick  pointed arches extend from corner t o  corner and these are also capped wi th  
decorative t i l e s .  Even more d i s t i n c t j v e  are t h e  bracketed bal-conie5 t h a t  appear on a?  l 
f o u r  s i  des oS the tower. Medal 1 ions e n r i c h  the upper  course of the glazed b r i c k s  t h a t  
cornpri se t h e  overhanging b a l  conies .  Two t a l l  narrow poi nted-arched screened openings 
2ene t r a t e  t h e  t o w e r  wal Is behind the ba lconies  . These arches, defined by voussoi rs art- 

F cul ated i n  the a1 t e r n a t i  ng dark  and 1 ight s tone pat tern  a5soci.a ted w i t h  the arch i tec ture 
of medevial I ta ly ,  spr ing from a Romanesque style stone column. A square ti l e  covered h i p  
roof caps the tower,  completing i t s  s t r i k i n g  carnpani l e  ef fect .  A t  the  base of t h e  tower 
the bui 1 ding ' s entrance echoes the f 1 went d e t a i  l i n g  o f  i t s  crowning f e a t u r e  . A round-arched 
ioomay holding a sing1 e g l a s s  door f lanked  by pla te  glass side1 i g h t s  and surmounted by a 
ympanvm window o f f e r s  access t o  t h e  bui 1 d i n g  . Ths s l  i gh t l y  pointed arch t h a t  surrounds 

the entrance also displays a pattern o f  a l t e r n a t i n g  voussoirs, but  here relief panels depicting 
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a1 legori cal animals o f  medieval 1 i t e r a tu r e  a p p e a r  i n  every other  voussai r i n c l u d i n g  the 
keystone. Similar  r e l i e f s  appear a t  e i t h e r  s ide  of the  entrance, The spring p o i n t s  of 
t h e  entry way arch are  def ined w i t h  a capi ta l -7 i  ke element featuring carved stone i n  a 
Remanesque-inspi red design, The 1 i  ntel  and surrounds of the d o o r  are ernbe1 1 ished wi t h  
bands o f  s imi la r  f o l i a t ed  designs,  a l s o  cha r ac t e r i s t i c  of t he  I t a l i a n  Goth ic  and the  
ni neteenth-century revival  sty1 es t h a t  imitated i t. In tersect ing metal bands f o m  cages 
in f r o n t  o f  the tympanm window and the  two small windows t h a t  flank the doorway. 

A1 though the  e s the t i c a l l y  pleasing tower i s  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  height t o  be v is ib le  from a1 1 
four sides o f  the b u i l d i n g ,  the s i d e  and rear  elevations reveal accurately the t r u ly  
v t i  1 i t a r i  an f u n c t i  on f o r  whi ch the  bu i  1 ding was concei ved. These secondary e l  evati  ons 
a r e  much 1  i ke the principal  elevation repeating i t s  rhythm o f  p i  1 as te rs  and windows between 
accentuated corner bays. Both the  eas t  and west side elevations are 6 bays wide and 
have loading dock f a c i l i t i e s .  Their windows as we1 1 as those of the rear e l e v a t i o n  a r e  
shorter and wider t h a n  those of t h e  principal  facade. 

The r ea r  (nor th)  elevation o f  the  bu i l d i ng  i s  t he  most over t l y  pragmatic with a 
wide loading f a c i  14 t y  covered w i t h  a f1 a t  awni ng-1 i'ke roof supported on a row of iron 
piers f ront ing d i r e c t l y  on t h e  ra i l road tracks. This s ide of the b u i l d i n g  i s  f i v e  s t o r i e s  
t a l l  ref.lecting a change i n  grade  of t h e  s i t e .  The four th bay from each corner of t h e  rear 
elevation r i s e s  one story above the  elevation h e i g h t  and i s  a r t i cu l a t ed  as  a tower bearing 
the same parapet  decoration a s  the corner bays. No stone scuppers appear along the parapet 

" wall on the r ea r  of t he  b u i  1  ding. 

I n  1945 a two-s to ry  addit ion was constructed t o  the east  of t he  T e r m i n a l  Warehouse. A1 though 
the  addit ion does not exh ib i t  t h e  t i n e  a t t en t ion  t o  design and de t a i l  outstanding i n  the 
execution o f  t he  s ign i f i c an t  1926 sect ion,  i t  i s  set back subs tan t ia l ly  from the  s t r e e t .  
Thus: t he  newer cohstruction does not  intrude upon t h e  e s t h e t i c  nor iw,pair the i n t e g r i t y  of the 
or ig inal  s t ruc tu re .  

A t  present ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of the 180,000 square foo t  Terminal  Warehouse building i s  devoted 
t o  an even d i v i s i o n  o f  o f f i c e ,  c.ommerc.i a 1 ,, , and warehouse space. The  i n t e r i o r  a r t i c u l a t i o n  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  gui  t e  austere and u t j  l i t a r i a n  without  a h i n t  of t h e  Venetian Goth ic  
deta i  1 t h a t  character izes  t he  ex t e r i o r .  The commod-i ous i n t e r i o r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  provides 
broad expanses of open f l o o r  area ,designed with h igh  1 i ve load capacity t o  f u l  f i  11 the 
functional aspects of warehouse design . The bui 1 d i n g ' s  re in fo rced concrete s t r uc tu r e  i s  
we1 1 s u i t e d  t o  these  design c r i t e r i a .  I n t e r i o r  Warehouse spaces are unfinished exposing 
the concrete s t ruc tu re .  Elsewhere i n  t he  building the s t rucure  i s  faced M i  t h  l a t h  and 
p l a s t e r  on both wall and  c e i l i ngs .  



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

- 140S1499 
= - 1500-1599 
- t 600-1 699 
- 170&1799 
- 1800-1 899 
1 190% 

Areas of Significance--Check and justlfy below 
- archeology-prehlstotic - communHy planning - landscape architecture- reRgien 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - sclence 
a g r i c u l t u r e  - economics literature - sculpture 
2 architecture - education - military - socia4I 
- art - engineering - music hurnanltarlan 
- commerce - expEorationtsettlsment - philosophy - theater 
- communicatfons - industry - politicstgovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
Heral ded as the 1 argest bui 1 ding in L i  t t l  e Rock a t  the t i m e  of i ts  construction, the 
Terminal Narehouse presents an unusual 1 y appeal i ng example of warehouse archi tecture  
unique i n - l i t t l e  Rock for i t s  Venetian Gothic-inspired design.  The East  Markham Street 
s j t e  -provides a rich h i s t o r i c a l  backdrop f o r  this architecturally s i g n i f i c a n t  structure. 
This r i v e r f r o n t  area i s  the s i t e  o f  the or ig inal  c i t y  o f  Li t t l e  Rock but 1 i t i l e  remains 
t o  recall i t s  ear ly  development from the  s i t e  o f  the c i  t y f s  f i r s t  residences t o  Little 
Rock's p r i m e  c m e r c i a l  center. A f i r e  of 1876 destroyed most  o f  Markham Street 's 
original f a b r i c  and development o f  the c i t y  to the south and west drew commercial 
establ ishments away from the river.  However, because o f  i t s  proximity t o  the rf ve~. .and-  
the railroad tracks, the E a s t  Markkam area proved a natural l o c a t i o n  f a r  warehousing 
and manufactur ing a c t i v i t e s  and enjoyed a renaissance i n  the 1920s and '33s w i t h  t h e  
construction o f  several large office and warehouse buildings . It was during this period 
thatdeveIoperStonewal1 Jackson Beauchamp built t h e  Terminal Warehouse with t h r  John 
Deere Co.., f o o d  brokers Johnson and Cooper, and the Terminal Van and Storage Co. among 
i t s  f i r s t  tenants. Today t he  Terminal Warehouse is  one of  only two warehouse b u i l d i n g s  
remaining from the  1920s growth  per iod.  The architect's choice of the Venetian G o t h i c  

- esthet ic  ;a style most closely associated w i t h  the Victorian era ,  for i t s  des ign  i s  i n  
i t se l f  unusual a t  t h i s  l a t e  1926 date ,  b u t  it provides an e x c i t i n g  vocabulary for taming 
the b r u t a l  monumental i ty inherent i n  any warehouse design . Of p a r t i  cul a r  importance i n  
this regard i s  t h e  use of vertical and horizontal elements, no tab l y  the brick pilasters 
and glazed b r i c k  bands. Humanizing the - b u i l d i n g  ' s mass i ve  scale and proportions o f  the 
l 'enet ian Gothic forms are the bu i l d i ng ' s  beautifully de ta i l ed  principal entrance w i t h  
i t s  decorative medieval pl  acques and fol  i ated  s tonowork and especi a1 1 y the predomi n a t  
tower, with i t s  bracketed bal cony, course of b r i ck  pointed arched and a1 te rna te  colored 
voussoirs, which e s t a b l i s h  the building as a landmark in t h e  riverscape. -. 
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