CTIONS

A ST

SETE

P

fo-A-Cr106-5)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Form 10-300
{July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

Arkansas

COUNTY

Pulaski

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY HNUMBER

DATE
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The Little Rock

ANWD/OR MISTORIC:

(2. tocation

STREET AND NUMBER:

_See appended map
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Little Rock
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Arkansas 03 119
ASSIFICATION L .« : % : A
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP -
(Chach One} TO THE PUBLIC
[ Distrier 7 Building O Public Public Acquisition: [T] Oecupied Yas:
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Pulaski Coumnty Court House S
ZTREET AND HUMBER: :
CITY OR TOWN: STATE coDE
Little Rock Arkansas 03
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[ DESCRIPTION

(Checik One)
conpition | Excelisar [ Good 03 Foir Dotsrioroted [ Ruins (] Unexposed
{Check Ore) = (Check Ons)
S Alrered [ Unolterad [] Moved [ﬁ Original Site

DESCRIAE YHE ARESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) BMYIIC AL AP;EAHANCE

At the present time only a portion of the original Little Rock remains,
The remaining portion, however, is quite large and probably weighs several
tons, It rises to a height of about 18 feet above the level of the
Arkansas River and extends for a distance of approximately 40 feet along
the bank, There are concrete steps leading down from the top of the
river bank to the top of the rock and a descriptive, metal, historical
marker 1s placed atop the "Rock™, The marker is enclosed in an iron,
pipe railing. This railing extends on either side of the concrete steps
which lead from the top of the bank to the marker, The "Rock! stands at
the river's edge at the foot of Rock Street on property which now belongs
to the Missouri Pacific Railroad, Almost adjacent to the "Rock”, and
probably built on a portion of the original '"Rock", is the approach to
the Missouri Pacific Railrocad bridge which crosses the river at this
point., The site is overshadowed by the bridge and the visitor is forced
to approach the site by crossing a series of railroad tracks.which
service a8 series of run-down warehouses along the riverfront.

Originally, the "Little Rock" probably was taller than the river-
bank and would have certainly served as a landmark for someone approach-
ing the site from downstream, The rock cut-cropping, of which the
"Little Rock" formed a part, apparently jutted out into the river, for
early maps of the city show this point as an apparent protuberance on
an otherwise smooth shoreline.
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PERIOD |'éhcck Cne or More 88 Appropriata)
[ Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century [J 18th Century (] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century [H. 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF S1GMIFICANCE {Check Dne or More aa Appropriate)

Abor iginal ] Educstion [ Political [0 Urben Planning
[0 Pmhizkric ) Enginvering {1 Religion/Phi. [J Other (Specity)
K] Histedie O lIedustry losaphy

[ Apriculmre [J Invention . [J Scienca

[J Architecture [1] Londacaps ] Sewlptore

0O An Architactore [ Sociol/Humen-

[0 Commaccs [d Literorure itorian

[ Cemmunicorions ] Mitirary [C1 Theoter

[ Conservation O Music {1 Trenzportation

|FTATEMEMT OF S)GHNIFICANCE

The significance of the "Little Rock", lies primarily in the fact
that the Arkansas city, which is the largest in population, and the
most important as the State Capitol, takes its mame from this rock
formation. Also significat is the knowledge that the "Little Rock"”
served as a starting point for most of the land surveys south of the
Arkansas River,

The first known reference to "rocks"™ along the Arkansas River
was by Bernard de La Harpe in the course of his exploratioms in
April of 1722, La Harpe makes no referénce at this time to Little Rock,
however,

"On the ninth, having advanced a league, we found some
rocky country, and a league further "The Rock", which
is to the right of the river; we named it the French
Rock, This is a steep mountain of clean rock made of
limestone which forms three mountains one after the
other o».-o-o..-"

The first reference to "The Little Rocks" was made after
the United States had purchased Louisiauna from the French. John
B, Treat, in a letter written to the Secretary of War on MNovember 15,
1805, states:

f "For the first fifty leagues above this, both shores are
i moderately high, and well wooded, five or six leagues
beyond the Country becomes somewhat mountainous and being
stoney along the river side has caused it to be named
the Little Rocks." "

It is net until 1818 that we find the Little Rock being used
as a landmark, At this time it was used as a reference, or base
point for a survey of Indian lands. The following Statement is
found in The Territoriazl Papers of the United States.

"Below & line to commence at the little rock on the
Arkansas thence south to the Salipe Creek."

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)
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bt

s interesting o note that the re

srance to Littie Beok 1s in lower

In 1219 Thomas Nuttall mede ithe foliowing observation:

"The facade or cliffs, in which 1% terrinates on the bank
of the river is calle ithe Litile Rock, as it is the first
stene which occurs in place

Reuben Gold Thwaites, in providing an e=ditor’s footnole tc thn Muttall
Journal says:

“"called La Petite Rochells by the Erenﬁh? to disLinguish it
from the larger rocky pro-onntery two miles further up
the river."

Thwaites dces not, however, doccurent the source from which he quotes
the name La Peljle Rochalla.

By 1
G Feath&*stonhaugh usas tha na-=
Through tha Slave States and alsc gives

Timothy Flint, in his A Jondaread Gecoraphy and History of the

1

Weztern Statles ublished in 1722, ~zk=s the foliowing observation:
1 3

2 coint about 30C miles by
ttle more than half the

"The ge2t of governrent ig at
the cource of the river and
distance by land above the Fost. 14 is on the scuth bank
of the river, on a very bigh stone bluff, 1udicrous1f called

10us Tasses of stone about it.

=

Little Rock, fro= tna prodiziou

The situation ts healthy and gl asanz, and tha circumstances
of 11s being the ﬁbt‘30u115 kas caused a village to spring
up here. It is called Arcopelis.”

334_’._35 tha pame Litil= Soz

the town acguired iis nare.

"The town of Litile Rack reneives iis naze {rom being built
upon the firsi rock = & =lats which underlies the sandstone
and dips S8 21 2 great 1nciv ten - wnich juis cut into the

tn -

b (.I’l

Arkansa, caming wp tha rives Frdm its outh in the
23

LRS- R-3=p gk




F9° MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES T SRd e TR g 0 RS S

Arkansas Gazette, October 26, 1873 (Article by
Daniel T, Witter on Little Rock in 1820)

Carter, Clarence Edwin, The Territorial Papers of the United States,
The Territory of Louisiana and
Missouri 1803 - 1806, . 5. Govermment
Printing Office, Washington: 1948, Vol, XIIIL

Pe 281,
(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)
[ 10. GECGRAPMICAL DATA CERTTR e R ol T e % ; e
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAM TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Saconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW (=] . - -] . - 3‘0 44- 57- 92g 16- 02-
NE o L - -] [ -
SE o [ - -1 . -
S ° * . ° » .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than an acre
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | counTy ) cooE
STATE: ) ) CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY ) : CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: . COOE

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Jack E, Porter, Administrator, Historic Preservation Program

ORGANIZATION CATE
Arkansas Planning Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
Game and Fish Building
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Little Rock Arkansas 03
[¥2° STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated pccording to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Qffice of Ar;:heofogy and Historic Preservation

National [ State ] Local [T}
Date
Name o
ATTEST:
|
Title

Kesper o1 The National Register

Date Late
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Lewis, Anna, Along the Arkansas, The Southwest Press, Dallas, Texas: 1932

-




B -

INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

INSTRUCTIONS

$:E E

2l i B2 o)

E. PHOTO REFERENCE

AR - X 2 i 0% T - R e o s b b L o b e St SO it S : 2
Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{Juty 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Arkansas
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY g
ulaski
PROPERTY MAP FORM ' FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) el v el
[\ RANME T
common: The Little Rock
AND/OR HISTORIC: -
(2. LOCATION ' #
STREET AND NUM BER: -
See appended map
CITY OR TOWN:
Little Rock
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Arkansas 03 Pulaski 19
[3. AP REFERENCE L smeRT : - R
SOURCE: . 1 s
U.5.G.S. 73' Quadrangle "Little Rock" (1961)
scace: 13 24,000 ' - '
oate: 1961
4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPRS
1. Property broundaries whare required.
2. Morth arraw,
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE '
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Arkansas
MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES . ,
Pulaski
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMeER el
lcommen: The Little Rock
AND/OR HISTORIC _
2. LoCATION i .
STREET 4M0 HUMBER:
See appended map
SITY OR TOWMN:
Little Rock 7
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Arkansas 7 03 Pulaski ITY

PHOTO CREDIT: dack E. Porter

baTE oF PHOTO: March 24L 1970

1

Arkansas History Commission

FHEGATIVE FILED AT:

{4. IDENTIFICATION A ; WY Z

IDESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION ETC.
Monument and marker atop the Litle Rock.
This view looks to the north across the river (Arkansas).
Barge in the background is carrying ecuipment used to rebuild
the Missouri Pacific bridge.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STARE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Arkansas
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES sounTY .
Pulaski
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

! vy (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) b Bk i s

o common: Ihe Little Rock

T AND/CR HISTORIC:

b~ |2 LOCATION

U ISTREET AMD NUMBER:

See appended map

= CITY OR TOWN: #

e Little Rock .

e STATE: coDE [COUNTY: COoDE

v _Arkansas 03 _Pulaskj _

=z HOTO REFERENCE * . e N hunesd a0t B LRV EAC R B

— HOTO CREDIT: Jack E. orter

\ DATE OF PHOTO: March 24, 19[’0

1T K :

s PRI R Arkansas History Commission

- DENTIFICATION . . SRR T

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
View of the remaining portion of the Little Rock,
looking to the northwest.
{
]
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