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1 A1t.r.d 0. U ~ l t m n d  I rn Mow4 fi mipi-1 ~ i h  
DESCA1Bk THE PRESEHT A M 0  O F t l G I N * L  (if m) P H V l l C A L  APPEAFIANCE 

17: Oi%€IIIP'fION . , ~ , , , ,,, ,,,,zw- 

A t  the present time only a portion of the original L i t t l e  Rock remaim. 
The remaining pbrtion, however, is q u i t e  large and probably weighs several 
tons, It rises t o  a height  of about 18 feet above the level of the 
Arkansas River and extends f o r  a distance of approximately 40 feet a l o q  
the  bank, There are concrete s t e p s  leading down from the top of t h e  
river bank to the top of the rock and a descriptive, metal, historical 
marker is placed a top t h e  "Rock", The marker is enclosed in an iron, 
pipe  railing. This railing extends on e i ther  s i d e  of the concrete steps  
which lead from the top of the bank t o  the marker. The "Rockq1 stands a t  
the riverus edge at: the foot of Rock Street on property which now belongs 
t o  the Missouri Pacific Railroad, Almost adjacent to the "Rock", and 
probably bui l t :  on a por t ion  of the original. I?iockW, is the approach t o  
the Mssouri Pacific Railroad bridge which crosses the river at th i s  
point. The s i te  5s overshadowed by the bridge and the visit0.r is forced 
to approach the s i te  by crossing a series of railroad tracks.which 
service a series of run-down warehouses aLong the riverfront. 

i 

Originally, the "Little Rockw probably was taller than the rfver- 
bank and would have certainly served as a landmark far someone approach- 
ing the site from downstream, The rock out-cropping, of which the 
' I L i t t l e  Rockn formed a part, apparently j u t t e d  out  into the river, for 
early maps of the city show this point as an apparent protuberance on 
an other~ise smooth shoxeline. 
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The significance of the " L i t t l e  Rock", lies primarily in the f a c t  
that the Arkansas city, which is t h e  largest in population, and the 
most Important as the State C a p i t o l ,  takes its name from this rock 
formation. Also significat is the  knowledge that the  fTL i t t l e  Rock1' 
served a s  a starting point f o r  most  of the land surveys south of the 
Arkansas River, 

The first known reference t o  " racksf~1ong the Arkansas River 
was by Bernard de La Harpe in the course of h i s  explorations in 
April  of 1722, La Harpe makes no reference at t h i s  t i m e  to L i t t l e  Rock, 
however. 

"On the ninth, having advanced a league, we found some 
rocky country, and a league further "The Rockw, d i c h  
is to the r ight  of the rivet; we named it the French 
Rock. This is a s t e e p  mountain of clean sock made of 
limestone which forms three mountains one after the 
other .*.....*.. If 

The first reference to '!The Little Rocks" was made after 
the United States had purchased Louisiana from the French. John 
B. Treat, in a letter written to the Secretary of War o n  Elovember 15, 
1805, states: 

T o r  t h e  first f i f t y  leagues above t h i s ,  ba th  shares are 
moderateLy high,  and well wooded, f ive  or six leagues 
beyond the Country becomes somewhat mountainous and being 
stoney along t he  river s i d e  has caused it to be named 
the Little Rocks." 

It is not  until 1818 t h a t  we find t h e  LittLe Rock being used 
as a landmark. As this time it was used as a reference, or base 
point  for a survey of Indian lands. The following Statement is 

found in The Territorial Papers of the  United States. 

llBeLou a line to comence at the l i t t l e  rock on the  
Arkansas thence south to t h e  Salice ~rdek." 

1 (SEE COFlTINUltTLOX SHEET) 
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I t  i s  interesting t o  n o t e  th3i  the rerzrencs  t a  t i t t l e  Rcak is  i n  l ow - r  
C 2 S 2 .  

I 

I n 1313 T h o v s  Nut tal  i r z d e  l i e  Isl : w : i n g  observation: 

E N T R Y  NUM@Ea 

I 1  The facad4 or  clifvs, i n  ehich il ter~inates on the bank 
o f  t h e  river is calle L i t i l e  R x k ,  as i t  is the first 
sZcne vhich o rcu rs  i n  plsce." 

0 A  T E 

Regben Gal$ Thv~ai tes ,  i n  prov:d i?g an ? d l  t o r ' s  Footnote tc  tho N u t t a l l  
LPoucnal, says: 

(Continuation Shccrj I 

'I called La petite Rcchell? by t h ~  Frenchl t o  distinguish i t  
f r o r ,  t h e  l a rge r  rocky  p-o--onrllLcry two m t  les further ~p 
t h e  r i v e r . "  

Thwai  t e s  d ~ e s  not, +mever, dccc;wn r +h? source f r o?  :4hi c5 he: qdotes 
t h e  naae L2 P e t i l e  RocheI1a. 

T i 7 0 t h y  F l i n t ,  i n  h i s  4 Sondere?? G ~ c y r z p h y  and History O F  the 
h,\restern ~ + a t e s ,  published i n  - s i - s  ihe fallowing observa~ion: 

"The s ~ s t  or" governrent  is at 2 p a i n t  a b o u t  300 m i l e s  by 
t h e  c ~ u r c e  or t h e  river aqd 5 li'tIs v r g  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  
disrmce by l and  absve ?b% ' - s t .  I t  i s  on t h e  south bsnk 
o f  i h s  r i v e r ,  on 3 v5ry high s tone  b l g f f ,  ludicrously c a l E d  
Littlg Rack, ?ro7 t na  pr3d!g103;~ r ~ a s s p s  o f  s tone a b o u t  i t .  
The situatioq ! s  healtky 2n8d pleasan: ,  and the circunstances 
o f  i t s  b2in.g ? h e  -zts3po!is t -ZG cass td  a village to s p r i n g  
bp here. I t  is  called Arc:=.c!1s." 

Ey 1336-35, t h e  naTa L i  i i l z  3;:k :#ss i n  general usa far  ?h? t cwv .  
C.!!'. Fezthzrstonhsugh usls t h -  73- 3 L : !i i +  2 x 4  i n  h i s  boo4 Excursioq 
Throuph thq Slave State:. 2nd ,zlsc -, 3 1 v e r  :qo f ~ i l o w i n g  vers i o n  o f  how 
t h e  town acqu i rod i ts re-8e. 

II . b Thc twin o r  ' _ i ' . t l ~  R,ck rr.;ci:le5 I :s 397.4 f r o s  be ing  built 
upon t h s  r"ia-st ror:k - z :l1-.-; :.~!iich uqder l i e5  t h e  sand3tone 
and di;;: 4 1  3 zr.:af : I I ; ; L * I : ~  !cn - I . ~ I ~ ~ ~ c ~  j q . 1 1 ~  OJI i n t o  the 

I -, 

I !jrkar;sa, iq ::.-.i ng !:-- r : . j c  Tr AT, i t s  :-,cu!h :n Lbs 
H 
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Carter, Clarence Edwin, The Territorial Papers of the United S t a t e s ,  
The T e r r i t o r y  of Louisiana and 
Missouri 1803 - 1805. U, S ,  Goverment 
Printing Off ice ,  Washington: 1948, Vo1, XILI 
p. 285,  

A s  the deslgnnted State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
I hereby cert i fy thst this p r o p r t y  is included in the 

tional Historic Prerrtrvntian Act of 1966 (Public 1 . 6 ~  

in the National Rwister and cer t i fy  thst i t  has becn 

evaluated ~ c c m d i P g  to the criteria and procebrcs set 

forth by the National Park Sewice. The rccammtnded 
Chie f ,  OIlics of Archsology end Hisrarie Presetpatim 

level of significance of this nomirtation is: 

Nations1 State a Local 
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o [COUMON: The L i t t  re sock I 
See appended map 
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Pnofo CREDIT:  

E G A T I V E  FILED h T :  

Arkansas His to rv  Comiss ion  

U 

Monument and mrker atop the L t t  le Rock. 
T h i s  view looks t o  the n o r t h  across t h e  r i v e r  (~rkansas) .  
Barge i n  the background is carrying ecuipment used t o  rebuild 
the  Vissour i Paci f i c  bridge. 

S T R E E T  A Y D  HUMBER: 






