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DESCRIBE THE PRESEHT A H D  ORIGINAL {!! hewn) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  . 

The h1cHenry 'House (-. 1322-1835) is l o r x t e d  approximately ten 
miles t o  t h e  sou thwes t  o f  Li t t le  Rock, on the  east s i d g  a f  S ta te  
Highway 5. I t f r o n t s  on the  highway, and the grounds which surround 
the  house are fringed w i t h  cedar trees. The walkways which approach 
the house entrances are paved w i  t h  br i ck. 

The building is a two s t o r y  b r i c k  which stands between flanking 
double chimneys. The ends o f  the hobse are unique i n  that  they show 
an interesting bridging o f  t he  wall bekween t h e  pa ivs  o f  chimneys. 
T h i s  pairing and bridging o f  ~h i rnneys  r e f l ec t s  an Early Georgian 
influence which was evident i n  the Eastern p a r t  o f  the United Sta tes  
i n  the preceding century (The Read House, Newcast le,  ela aware) . The 
walls of the house are o f  b r i c k  and mor ta r  and are s i x teen  inches thick. 
I t  is believed t h a t  the b r i c k  were made i n  a f i e l d  near t h e  site. 
In te r io r  timbers which were used i n  construction a r e  o f  cypress, pine, 
and oak. 

The wood paneled entrance door, which s t i l l  bears its original 
brass lock, opens into a w i d e  h d l  which extends t he  l eng th  o f  t h e  
house. A steep f l i g h t  o f  stairs, t h  hand carved rails o f  solid 
walnut, lead t a  the second f l o o r .  The downstairs h a l l  is f l a n k e d  by 
t w o  spacious rooms on e i t h e r  s i d s .  The back porch is  the w i d t h  of the 
house, and a covered, curved ex tens  ion o f  t h i s  porch connects t h e  
house w i t h  the picturesque o 1 d k i tchen . 

I n add i ti on t o  t h e  separate, bu t connected, k i tchen t h e  other 
original ou2buildings which a r e  s t i l l  standing are the well and 
dairy house, and the smokehouse. 

  he house i s  virtually unaliered. Some minor interior and 
exterior modifications have been mde cver  t h e  years, but  they have 
n o t  been o f  an extent  or  nature t h a t  w a l ' d  tend t o  destroy the basic 
integrity of the bui l d ing .  

The Historic American Buildings S ~ r ~ e y  lists t h i s  as a one 
s to ry  building. It does, however, hava t w o  usable f l o o r s .  Evidence 
that the use o f  the second f l o o r  w a s  o-igrnally contemplated by the 
architect is indicated by the p a i r  of wiodcws, a t  the second s t o r y  
level, which were constructed between t i e  double chimneys at each 
end of the building. I t  is entirely 5oszlbIe that  "dog-house" 
dormers were also contemplated i n  the original design. The walnut 
stairway is additional evidence t h a t  the second s t o r y  was intended 
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The Archibald hJ&enry House was b u i l t  on the O l d  Southes: Trai 1 
ten miles south o f  tittle Rack. The Southwest T r a i l  was one o f  the 
earliest a r t e r i e s  o f  t r a f f i c  f r om  t h e  United States to Texas. The 
t r a i l  entered Arkansas Territory at S t .  Genevieve, hlissouri and exited 
at Fulton on t h e  Red River. Port ions o f  t h e  Southwest T r a i l  exist 
today, and Route 5, the old Little Rock t o  Hot Springs highway on 
which the McHenry House stands, was once a par2  o f  t h e  Southwest 

I 

The dates given f o r  the erection o f  the VcHenry House range f r om 
about 1&22 to  1835. A t  t h i s  writing i t  is impossible to pinpoint the 
date of construction f r o m  the evidence available. I t  is believed that 
Archibald IJcHenry 2nd h i s  family arrived i n  Arkansas in e ~ t h e r  1818 
or  1819, 1: is known t ha t  a daughter was born t o  the fd&enrys, a t  
L i  t i l e  Rock, i n  January o f  1823. By 1822 McHenry was occupying t h e  
s i t e  upon which the present VcHenry House now stands, but  there is 
no evidence t h a t  the b r i c k  structure was the f i r s t  residence. In,March 
of 1835 Archi b a l d  ?JcHenry d i e d ,  and f r o m  PuEaski County t a x  records 
i f  is apparent that he had prospered. From t h e  amount o f  t a x  p a i d  
on real property i t  is reasonably safe t o  assume t h a t  t h e  house had 
been b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  h i s  death. . . 

The design o f  the building has been attributed to Gideon Shryock, 
the  Kentucky a rch i t ec t  who deslgned t h e  Arkansas Territorial Capitol. 
The Historic American Buildings Survey also credits Shryock w i t h  t h e  
design o f  the IvleHenry Hsuse. The house is an exampte o f  an Ear ly 
Georgian .type house that was being b u i l t  along the eastern coast a 
century earlier. The simi l a r  i t y  is very  apparent when photographs 
o f  t h e  Read House i n  Newcast le, Delaware are compared w i t h  the M a e n r y  
House. 

The name 'Ten  !!~i le Houset my w e 1  1 have been a name that  was 
i n  use during t h e  stagecoach e ra  as i t  would have been a logical 
designation a t  that  t:re. I t  is also possible that +he McHenry House 
n i g h t  have becone a r s t  s t o p  for  the  stagecoach travelers i n  mch 
t h e  same manner that bus t r ave l  today i s  interrupted w i t h  regularly 
s c h e d u l e d  stops for  food, etc. 

- 

(See Con t inuat i on Sheet) 



Form 10-3000 UNIT ED STAT fS DEPARTMENT O F  THE INTERIOR 
(OK. 19681 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER 0 F HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

INVENTORY - NOMlHATlOH FORM Pulaski 
F O R  NPS USE ONLY 

(Con tinuation Sheet) . 

{Nmbsr slE snirlem) 

Archibald McHqnry serv6d Pulaski County as a commissioner, coroner 
and justice of the peace. His home becane a stopping place f o r  vany o f  
the  men who were to achieve prominence as builders o f  Arkansas and the 
territories Zo t h e  west. Vatthew Arbuckle aho commanded at For t  Gibson, 
and h i s  fellow o f f i c e r  E.S. Hankins a r e  knawn t o  have visited the McHenry 
House. 

\'dhen Little Rock was occupied by Federal troops in September o f  
1863, General Frederick SteeleEs f o r ces  used t h e  t:cHenry house as an 
outpost.  I t was at thc Mdenry House t h a t  David Owen Dodd, t h e  boy 
martyr o f  the Confederacy was held  prisoner a f t e r  h i s  capture by t h e  
Federal troops. 

The McHenry House is certainly of' significaqce architecturally, as 
evidenced by its inclusion i n  the Historic Anerican Buildings Survey. 
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ABOUT "TEN MILE HOUSE" 

HISTORY/OWNERSWIP: Located t en  miles from " o l d  
downtown Little Rock,'' the Ten Mile House eventually became known as the 
'3tagecoach House". Westbound tsavelets on the Southwest Trail to Texas 
often used the house as a stagecoach res t ing  place.  The house was built 
in the l a t e  1820's and its original owner was Archibald McHenry from 
Tennessee. He built the house as a residence for h i s  family, It is 
believed to be the oldest  brick home in the state that is in private 
ownership. 

During the  Civil War, General Frederick S tee leh  Federal Army occupied 
L i t t l e  Rock in 1863 and used the house as a military headquarters. 
Confederate soldiers were held there and bullet holes, i n i t i a l s ,  and 
inscriptions are still legible on some w a l l s ,  One Condederate soldier is 
well remembered in Little Rock ..... David 0. Dodd. He was captured by 
Federal Marshals i n  t h e  woods surrounding the house and held there 
overnight on December 29, 1863. Dodd was charged and convicted of spying 
and was hanged on January 8, 1864 becoming Arkansas' only Confederate 
hero, 

From i ts  origin in the 1820% until the 1960ts, the house was owned bv 
only three ?ifferent families: McHenry, Neal, and Murphy. From the 60's 
until the purchase by its current owners, the house has been in various 
stages of restoration and deteroriation. I n  1983 the present owners, 
Nancy Neuell and her husband, Gary Woods, purchased the house and its 
surrounding 52 acres. Since that time, the house has undergone major 
restorations under the  guidance of the State's leading preservationistz: 
Witsell. Evans and Rasco; the  s t a f f  of t h e  Arkansas Territorlai 
Restoration; and other interested individuals. 

A R C H I T E C T U R E / S ~ L E :  Many of the characteristicc cf 
the house have a Federal influence, The walls are 16 inches thick and 
much of t5e beauty of the house lies in its authentic simplicity. The 
Federal s t y l e  can also be seen in the hand-planed molding encasing the 
front doors. Some of the original cypress flooring can be found. The 
staircase is made of black walnut from a tree on the  property. 

The original back porch has been enclosed and today is used as  a sunsoom. 
Several outbuildings are still standing including the  smokehouse and 
wellhouse. There are eight fireplaces throughout t he  house: two have 
original hand-planed mantles.  The woodwork in the house was brought by 
boat from Cincinatti, Ohio or Louisville, Kentucky. 

Two rooms are of particular interest: t h e  spacious hallway with doors a t  
either end was used as the  central gathering place. Tables were pul led  in 
for  din ing  and often people would sleep there. The detached kitchen is a 
completely separate building with two fireplaces, one used for cooking 
and one for heat. 

RESTORATION/FUTURE PROJECTS : The house is 
beinq restored as authentically as poss ib le .  T>is includes construction 
of appropriate fencing for t h a t  period: white picket fencing surrounding 
the house conplmented by hand-split cedar snake fence. The owners p l a n  



t o  recreate an authentic 1830% farmstead complete with animal barns, 
chicken coops, and an 1830's herb garden. A variety of t h e  David 0. Dodd 
rose w i l l  bloom on the  grounds. The original bake-oven was recently 
discovered behind a wall in the kitchen and eventually will be restored. 
All woodwork in t h e  house w i l l  be grained andlor marbelized according to 
the tradition of that period. An old log house has been located in 
Nashville that will be reassembled on the east s i d e  of the house. Of 
particular interest is the creative aptoach that the owners have taken to 
the  kitchen: meshing the o l d  with the new, the kitchen will have the 
luxury of modern conveniences concealed in hand-crafted period pieces. 

LEGENDS : The house is noted for the many ghostly legends it has 
gathered over the years. People have regularly related ""eerie, s inging ,  
f loa t ing ' '  spirits, visions and thumping noises in the almost 170 vear ekd 
structure. Legend has it that one evening at dusk an early owner was 
called to the f ron t  door and shot by a f lee ing horseman. The vict im 
supposedly staggered to the ssalrvay and fell, h i s  blood staining one of 
the s t e p s .  A daughter of the slain man died i n  one of the  upper rooms and 
was s a i d  to have heard the singing o f  strange songs during her fatal  
i l l n e s s .  Mrs. Eloise Murphy, a former ovner, said the singing could 
sometimes be heard upstairs on windy n ight s .  Although she heard noises at 
night from the wellhouse, she never saw the l i t t l e  old lady dressed in 
white and riding a white mule. According to legend, at the stroke of 
midnight t h i s  apparition rises from the wellhouse and floats silently over 
the housetop. Yrs, Murphy also s a i d  she  heard the ghost of an old miser 
who once l i v e d  in the  house. Legend goes that  the miser believed a 
valuable treasure was buried there during the Civil War. Hrs. Murphy 
claimed she once awakened her husband when she heard the miser's peg-leg 
and cane tapping on the  s t e p s ,  still searching for the treasure. Mrs. 
Murphy's niece ,  uho died in one of the upper rooms of the house, held 
regular conferences w i t h  the ghost of David 0. Dodd before her death. Her 
niece claimed the ghost would come down the chimney and sit among the logs 
of the fireplace for late-night vis i t s .  


