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date entered 
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historic Pul aski County Courthouse 

and'or common 

405 West Markham - not for  publication 

city. town Li t t l e  Rock - vicinity of ccngressional district Second 

Arkansas code 05 county Pu7as k i  code 119 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- Cistrict X public 3- occupied - agriculture museum 
X buildingls) private unoccupied - commercial - park 

structure - both - work in grogress - educational - private residence 
._ site Public Acquisition Access! ble - entertainment - religious 
7 - -cbject - in process - yes: restrFeted government - scientlflc 

- bang considered 3- yes: unrestricted - indus:r~al - transportation 
- no - m~li?sry - other: 

name Pulask i  Ccunty 

city, town L i t t l e  R ~ c k  state Arkansas 72201 

5.  bscalion sf Legal Descr ip t i sn  

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pulark i  County Courthouse 

street & number 405 West Harkham 
------ - 

ciry, town L i t t l e  Rack state Arkansas 722'31 

5. Reyrsssntation in Exis-ting Surveys 
rille Arkansas H i  stori  : Preservaf-ian Survey has  this properly been determined elegible? L yes - no - - -- - - -  - .  

1976 - federal -X- state - county - local 

Cepostterv for survey records Arka - .- -+-- 
nsas H i s t o r i c  Preservation 
-. -- - Program - 

city. town - 
L i t t l e  Rcck - state Arkansas ---- 72201 



- rn . - -4 

. 7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
e x c e l l e n t  - deteriorated - unaltered origanal site 
)I good ruins A altered - moved date 
f a i r  - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The e d i f i c e  t h a t  i s  now known as the Pulaski  County Courthouse actually consists 
o f  two di  fferen t structures-- the "Ol d" P u l  as k i  Ccunty Ccurt.house, desi gred by 
Max A. O r 1  opp in 1 S8F and cons trvcted between 1887 and 1889, a n d  the  "Pkw" P u l  aski 
County Courthouse, designed by George R .  Mann i n  1912 and constructed betvieen 1913 
and 1914. U n l i k e  t h e  typical  Arkansas county courthouse, the  Pvlaski County Cour t -  
house i s  not set as a focal fea tu re  i n  a "cour thouse 'hquare ,  The bujlding i s  s i ted  
in the hub of  dov!ntown L i t t l e  Rock among an ensemble o f  public buildings which has 
grown up on the envi rons o f  t h e  07 d S t a t e  House. I n  1925 Pulaski County purchased 
t h e  western p o r t j  on o f  the b lock  the Courthouse occupies. T h i s  s i t e  has been developed 
as a park and it ves t s  t h e  courthouse environrent  w i t h  a re f resh ing break i n  t h e  ' 

urban scenery. 

Although t h e  two segments of the  Courthcuse are connected and they func t ion  as one, 
each hzs retained i t s  own u n i q u ~  chzracter and architectural i n t eg r i t y  . Comparison 
o f  the '"Id" and "New" Courthouses reveals the  development of American arch i tec tu ra l  
s e n s i b i l i t i e s  from the l a t e  nineteenth-century ec l ec t i c i sm  o f  Or7~pp's Roranescue 
R e v i v a l  concept ion t o  the  ea r l y  twentieth-century Neo-Clzssicisrn o f  Mann's Beaux Arts- 
i n s p i r e d  desjgn. 

The Old Caurthouse presents Orlapp's robus t  in te rp re ta t ion  o f  the h i s t o r i c a l  foms 
b f  Romanesque archj tecture t o  fu7 f i 11 t he  f u n c t i  onal requi rements of t he  courthouse. 

- Like H.H. Richardson, Orlopp created a powerfi!l and, a t  t h a t  time, modern structure 
using the round arches, t h e  bold and r i ch ly  textured wal ls ,  and the lo rman- insp i red  
towers o f  the Ronanesque. These h i s t o r i c a l  elements were subf ec t  t o  t h e  archi tec t  ' s 
persopal i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Orlopp combined the massive medieval foms w i t h  del ica te  
Classical ly  derived d~ t a i  1 s drawn from t h e  vocabulary 05 the popu7 a r  Queen Anne sty1 e. 

The Old Courthause i s  a two-story structure w i t h  basement. Its principal facades 
. are the south  and e a s t  e leva t i ons  which face West 2nd Street and S p r i n g  S t r ee t  

respect ively .  Both  offer  access t o  the bu i  l d i  ng through one-story pav i  11 ions  whcse 
round-arched entrances, defined by heavi 1 y rusticated voussai rs , c l ea r l y  a r t i c u l a t e  
their  funct ion.  These openinss hold double wooden doors wi th  transom windows in the 
tympanum area of the arch. 

The p r i n c i p a l  elevat ions  together  w i th  the w e s t  facade o f  the Old C~ur t t~ouse  derronstrzte 
hoi.v Orlopp '  s unique in terpreta t ion of  t he  1 essons o f  a r c h i  tectural  history organized t h e  
a c t i v e  elevations i n t o  a comprehensive, yet e x c i t i n g ,  composition. The bu i l d i ng  i s  
ch~rac t e r i zed  ~ J J  t h e  typically Ronianesque asymmetrical and irregular rnzssing o f  i t s  
b u l k y  fomal elerrents, and t h e  rugaed a r t i cu l a t i on  of i t s  w a l l s  w i t h  heavily rust icated 
gran i te  from the Fourche Mountain quarry south o f  Li t t l e  Rock. The Old Courthouse 
roofscape i s  equally active.  I t  features a juxtaposit ion of the  hipped r o o f  of the 
high-cei 1 i nged  crurtro~m, the gab1 e roofs o f  the corner turrets. The ori g i  nal roofs 
were composed o f  s l a t e ,  but  this  mate r i  a1  was rep1 aced w i  t h  a conposi ti on shingle 
covering in 1961. A l o f t y  clecktower once rose above the s t i  11 e x t a n t  square tower base 
a t  t h e  southeast corner of the bui ld ing.  Unfortunately, t h i s  di  s t i  ngui  shi ng and syrbol i c  
element was dew1 i shed i n  1961. 
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The architect 5 s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  detai  1 i s  ev ident  throughout  the b u i l d i n g  exterior 
i n  the harmonious re1 a t i  onshi p he has created between Romanesque and Queen Anne 
d e c o r a t i o n .  The s o l i d  b r ickwork  of bo th  t h e  r o u n d  arches and the f l a t t e n e d  crches 
o f  the  window surrounds together w i t h  their articulated keystones 2nd t h e  stone bands 
t h a t  r2diate from the i r  spring lines convey the powerful Romanesque decorat ion.  
In contras t ,  t he  slender stone stri  rig courses, t r iangul  a r  pediments , preval e n t  egg- 
a n d - d a r t  moulding,  and t he  elaborate cornice reflect  t h e  essence of t h e  Queen Anne 

' 

s t y l e .  The r i c h  terra c o t t a  work o f  t h e  co rn i ce  and of the pediment embellishaent i s  
o u t s t a n d i n g  . 
Much o f  t h e  original  character o f  t h e  Old Courthouse i n t e r i o r  rernzins , a1 t h o u g h  
many c o a t s  o f  p a i n t  have oSscured i t s  or ig ina l  r i c h  color scheme and  exposed glazed 
b r i  ck , spaces have been mani pvl a ted  to s u i t  contemporary needs, and i nsensi ti ve i n -  
s t a l l a t i o n s  o f  mechanical equipment i n t r u d e  on some areas. Broad arches r emin i s cen t  
o f  those on the Romanesque exterior span across the main ha7 lways , whi 1 e del i c a t e l y  
czrved Queen Anne de ta i l s  enr i ch  the door frzmes, c e i l i n g  rqouldings, and baseboards. 
S t r u c t u r a l  brick vau7 t i  ng can a1 so be seen throuphout the i nterjor .  Two staircases 
w i  t h  f i n e  ornamental cast iron railings provide vertical  circul a t i o n .  A t  thi s 
time t h e  Old Courthouse i s  undergoing b o t h  interior and e x t e r i o r  renovat ion t o  
restore t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  i n t e r i o r  spaces and  t o  protect  the r ichly  embellished ex t e r i o r  
walls .  

The New Courthouse, once referred t o  as " t h e  annex," i s  connected to t h e  northeast 
corner a f  t h e  Old Courthouse by way of a sub t ly  designed passage. I t s  r i g i d  
monumentality offsets t h e  powerful picturesqueness of i ts  Poma.nesque Revival pre- 
decessor. 

The Beaux Arts- inf luenced t r a i n i n g  t h a t  George Mann received a t  M.1  .T. i s  e v i d e n t  
i n  h i s  masterful use of Classical design elenients and h i s  rat ional  understanding 
of concep tua l  p l a n n i n g  t h a t  d is t inguish  t h e  New Courthouse. I t  i s  a s y m e t s i c a l  , 
four-s tory s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  a r t i  cul a t i  on of the bui 7 d i n g '  s facades i s qui t e  regul ar 
i n  i t s  Classical propor t ions  and d e t a i l s ,  and t h e  secondary  e a s t  and west facades 
d i  f f e r  1 i t t l e  frorn t he  principal n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  wh ich  i s  ori en t.ed toward Markitart 
Street.  

The p r i n c i p a l  elevation of t h e  New Courthouse embraces those e lements  of the 
Beaux Arts s t y l e  t h a t  rendered i t  so su i t ab le  an e s t h e t i c  for p u b l i c  buildinss. 
The seven-bayed front o f  the bu i l d i ng  presents an e s s e n t i a l l y  so l id  and monumental 
wal l  t o  the s t ree t .  The f i rs t  f l o o r  elevat ion i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  h e a v i l y  rus t i ca ted  
stone w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  the bui l d i n g  w i t h  a visual ly  f o r m i d a b l e  foundation. Roman-archec 
openings i n  the three c e n t r a l  bzys o f  t he  f i r s t  f l o o r  form t he  main entrance t o  
t h e  courthouse. The  voussoi rs  o f  these arches, and those o f  the f ou r  s imilar ly  






















