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O r i g i n a l l y  built c i r c a  1870, the Edward Reichardt  House had two r m m s  
on a north/seuth a x i s  and a t h i r d  room on the west s i d e  o f  the s o u t h  
room. The basic ell shape o f  these three  rooms was filled in by a 
parch on the  n o r t h  side o f  the ell. 

. ,. 
.DESCRIPTION 

The Reichardt House had several major additions in t h e  two decades 
a f t e r  i t s  construction. About 1878 two rooms w i t h  a c e n t r a l  hall 
were added to t h e  w e s t  s ide.  The original porch became part o f  
the long easthest 'centra l  hall. Also added i n  1878 was a one storey 
porch running along t h e  new west elevation. The a d d i t i o n  of t h i s  
porch gave the house a new facade and a1 tered the  primary entry from 
the  nor th t o  the  west  elevation. 

CONDiTtON 

The w e s t  porch spans t h e  e n t i r e  f r ~ n t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  the  house. Slender . . 
turned columns create five bays, the central bay being la rger  and 
s e t t i n g  o f f  the p r o j e c t i n g  two storey bay o f  the  interior ha l lway .  
There i s  no b a l u s t r a d e  between the  columns. F i r s t  and second storey 
windows o f  two over two I ights repear t h e  f i v e  bay moti f  o f  the w e s t  
elevation. Small delicate bracke ts  straddle each column o f  the porch 
and, when considered w i t h  t h e  d e l i c a t e  filigree beneath t h e  porch 
entablature, suggest an arcade. The dorcinating feature o f  t he  entry 
(west elevation) i s  the doorway with side1 i g h t s  and transom 1 i g h t  
~f s t a i n e d  glass s e t  i n  wood mullions. These surround a s i n g l e  f r a r e  
door  w i t h  t w o  wooden p a n e l s  a t  t he  b o t t o n  and sta ined  g l a s s  a t  t h e  top 

About 1880 additional rooms w e r e  added t o  the south s i d e  o f  the 
eastern  most room o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house. Always referred to as " the 
annex," t h i s  a d d i t i o n  includes a I a r g e  dining room and a k i t chen  w i t h  
t w o  pan t r i es .  b porch runs across t he  w e s t  side o f  the annex. The 
final addition was made about 1890 when  a second storey was added. 
Four l a rge  bedrooms and a bathroom were b u i l t  over t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  
house constructed p r i o r  to 1880. A s tand ing  r i d g e  t i n  r o o f  was also 
added at t h i s  time. 

DESCRIBE T H E  P R E S E N T  A M 0  O R L G I N A L  ( i f  knmn) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

(Check OmzJ 
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The i n t e r i o r  of t he  Re ichard t  House $ t i 1 7  m a i n t a i n s  the  charac ter  of 
the period in which it was finally completed. A twenty-three s t e p  
walnut s ta i rway  designed by Thomas Harding ,  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  the second 
storey a d d i t i o n ,  runs along t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  of t h e  central hallway. 
The staircase has a w a l n u t  handrail w i t h  turned b a l u s t e r s  and an 
octagonal panelled walnut newel p o s t .  

(Check One) 

@ Altered T-J Wnoltcred 

The north p a r l o r  was redone i n  a t a p e s t r y  wallpaper, w i t h  a geonetric 
paper on t he  cove cornered ceiling. The ceiling and wall papers a r e  
separated- by a gold gilt picture molding. The south p a r l o r ,  
authentically restored to i t s  original c o n d i t i o n ,  has an exceptional 
dropped border of green palm t r e e  design and ceiling of f l o r a l  
patterned paper. Gas c h a n d e l i e r s  added-in 1895 hang at the c e n t e r s  
of the  par lo r  ceiling and a r e  still operable. 

(Cheek One) 
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7. Descript ion (Reichardt House - Page 2) 

Several noteworthy' interior fea tures  inc lude  Victorian f i  replace 
mantels simulating veined black m a r b l e  with a decorative g r a t e  i n  
the parlors, ornamental lattice-wark over door openings and spanning 
t he  hallway a t  m i d p o i n t ,  and door panels finished i n  a " b u r l "  look. 
Symmetrical molding i s  used about a11 f e n e s t r a t i o n .  A w i d e  baseboard 
w i t h  four i nch  f l o o r  boards complete the interioi woodwork. 

Despi te  i t s  numerous a d d i t i o n s  the present s t r u c t u r e  has a u n i f i e d  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  appearance. - I t  has been we1 1 preserved and remains 
i n  a good s t a t e  o f  repair. 
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STATEMENT O F  5 1 G N I F l C A H C E  

The Edward Reichardt House i n  L i t t l e  Rock's h i s t o r i c  Quapaw Quar te r  
d i s t r i c t  is  the home of one o f  Arkansas1 e a r l y  German immigrant 
f a m i l i e s .  Though most European immigrants a r r i v e d  i n  Arkansas i n  
the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  the 19th century, several  scat tered  s e t t l e m e n t s  
were established e a r l i e r  i n  the  century .  The Re ichard t  House 
represents the success o f  t he  German immigrants i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
themselves i n  a new country.  

Edward Reichardt  (1844-1883) left h i s  n a t i v e  Austria when he was 
eight years old. H i s  older  bro ther ,  John A ,  Reichardt ,  was t h e  
f i r s t  fami l y  member t o  immigrate t o  t he  United States,  s e t r l  ing 
I n  L i t t l e  Rack, Arkansas,  i n  1848. Two years l a t e r  t w o  ether 
Reichardt brothers, Christopher and George, rrtoved t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  
to L i t t l e  Rack. In 1852, the f a t h e r  o f  these three men, John A.  
Reichardt,  Sr., brought the  r e s t  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  to s e t t l e  i n  L i t t l e  
Rock. 

During tbe C i v i  l War young Edward Reichardt  i-larked i n  a tannery 
i n  Litt le  Rock. Following the  war he was a c l e r k  f o r  h i s  b ro the r -  
in - law,  Freder ick Kramer, i n  the  general  merchandise s t o r e  of 
Krarner and M i l l e r .  In 1870 Edward Re ichard t  formed a par tnersh ip  
w i t h  Gottlieb Eicholz and t he  two es tab l ished  a merchandiz ing and 
cotton t r a d i n g  business.  Reichardt l a t e r  owned p a r t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
the f i r s t  street railway system i n  L i t t l e  Rock, and i n  a railroad 
br idge  across t h e  Arkansas R i v e r  a t  L i t t l e  Rock. H i s  c a r e e r  as  
"one o f  L i t t 1 e Rock' s most progress i ve and sercces s f u 1 bus i nessmen" 
(tiempstead: History of ~ r k a n s a s )  was c u t  sho r t  by h i s  untimely 
death i n  1883. 

The marriage of  Edward Reichardt t o  M i s s  Paul i n e  Brand t  took place 
on New Year 's  Eve i n  1872. Also a German i m m r g r a n t ,  PaulFne Bsandt 
came t o  the  Un i ted  States  w i t h  her p a r e n c s  i n  18.53. A f t e r  l i v i n g  
i n  I l l i n o i s  for a nvrnber of yea r s ,  t h e  B r a n d t  family moved to 
L i t t l c  Rock i n  1865. Her husband's e a r l y  death leFt Paul ine  Brand? 
Reichardt to r a i s e  t h e i r  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  by herself; nevertheless,  
she found t ime t o  take a l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  local c h a r i t y  o rgan iza t ions .  

- 
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8. Significance (Reichardt House - Page 2 )  

Following M r s .  Ret chardtls death i n  1909, her widowed daughter ,  
Mrs. Jacob (Ernma ~ e i c h a r d t )  Hoeltrel, c ~ n t i n u e d  to l i v e  i n  t he  
Reichardt House. M r s .  Hoel tzel was t h e  second chi  Id  of Edward 
and Pauline Reichardt,  and the f i r s t  c h i l d  t a  be born i n  the 
house. L i ke  her  mother, Emma Raichardt  Hoeltzel was prominent i n  
both t h e  s o c i a l  and c i v i c  l i f e  o f  L i t t l e  Rock. She was a c h a r t e r  
member o f  the c i  ty 's Nomen's Sufferage League, and a member o f  
the f i r s t  League o f  Wom@n Voters i n  L i t t l e  Rock- 

Miss Pau l i ne  Hoeltzel, only c h i l d  o f  Jacob and Emma R. Hoeltzel, 
now res i des  i n  the R e i c h a r d t  House. Foliowing a long teaching 
career which included aver f o r t y  years as professor o f  German 
and English a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Arkansas a t  L i t t l e  R ~ c k ,  M i s s  
Hoeltzel n m  l i v e s  i n  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  her  f a m i l y  home. 

The Reichardt  House has been a1 tered a great  deal s ince  Edward 
Reichardt purchased i t  i n  1874. T h e  original house was a three 
room s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  c i r c a  1870. An el l-shaped structure w i t h  
a Front entry parch filling i n  the  elbow of the e l l ,  the  house 
originally had i t s  f ~ c a d e  on the no r th  elevation. tn t he  l a t e  
1870's t w o  rooms (now p a r l o r s )  w i t h  a wide c e n t r a l  h a l l  were added 
on t h e  w e s t .  The o r n a t e  V i c t o r i a n  porch a l o n g  the w e s t  a d d i t j o n  
gave the house a new facade. 

A second add i t  i on  to t h e  house was made about 1880 when a new 
dining room, k t ichen and pant r ies  were added to the south of the 
original structure. The f i n a l  major a d d i t i o n  was made about  1885, 
and consisred o f  a second s torey  over the o r i g i n a l  house and  its 
f i r s t  a d d i t i o n .  

The interior of the Reichardt House i s  of t h e  V ic to r ian  e r a .  The 
most  i n t e r e s t i n g  room, the n o r t h  p a r l o r ,  f e a t u r e s  t a p e s t r y  wallpaper 
p u t  on i n  1895. A shadow b o x o n  the e a s t  wall ho lds  an 1849 wedding 
w r e a t h .  A h o r s e h a i r  s o f a  along the north ~ 3 1 1  i s  repor ted t o  have 
stood i n  the  White House d u r i n g  L i n c o l n ' s  pres idency,  and was 
acquired by t h e  R e i c h a t d t "  i n  the  l92O's. 

Cther i n t e r i o r  features  include wooden mantels i n  each room, mantels 
w i t h  a m a r b l e - l i k e  F i n i s h  i n  t h e  t w o  parlors, and s ' u a l n c :  s t a i r w a y  
in the central ha1 I .  M o s t  o f  the rooms r e t ~ i n  t h e i r  1 9 t h . c ~ n t u r y  

D A T E  

1 ight fixtures which a r e  gas-burning and s t i  l l  i n  use.  A recent  
wallpapering of the s o u t h  p a r l o r  bas restored t h i s  r3Qn to i t s  Gilded 
Age grandeur. 

I 

I 
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(Continuation Sheet) 

The Edward Reichardt House i s  a p a r t  o f  the l a t e  1 9 t h  century which 
has somehow su rv i ved  changing times. It t y p i f i e s  the Victorian 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  p r e v a l e n t  i n  Arkansas from 1870 t o  1900. The ReFchard t 
Family i r  representative o f  the many European immigrants who settled 
i n  Arkansas i n  t he  19th century.  The Reichard t ' s  m a t e r i a l  success 
i s  illustrated i n  the house w h i c h  bears  t h e i r  name. 
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