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CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

,.UP!&LTEAED XCRlGlfaAL SITE 

I L A L T E R E D  ,MOVED OATE 

DESCRlB E THE PRESENT AND QRIGIPJAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The C a t 0  Methadist Church, a small frame s t r u c t u r e  of simple l i n e s ,  was 
constructed in 1880 under the direction of a l o c a l  contrackor named 
~ i l k e r s o n .  The present frame building replaced a log church which was 
built a b u t  1872 and burned in 1880. 

Originally the church was  of t w o  s toreys  w i t h  a steep gable roof and 
boxed conlces  with returns. The upper f loor was used by.the local  
blasonic Lodge and the lower floor housed the Methodist congregation. 
In 1945 the upper storey was removed. 

The present structure is one storey and measures approximately 30 feet 
x 60 feet. The building is sheathed in i t s  original  lapboard and has 
a low-pitch gable roof with exposed rafters. Projecting above t h e  
ridge line at the east end of the  roof is a small bell tower w i t h  a 
high hip roof and a wooden f in ia l .  

The sizple l i n e s  of the building are brdPen o n l y  5 y  doer and wineow 
openbqs,  Both the nor th  and south elevations have f o u r  double-hung 
windrds s e t  in s h p l e  wood frames. "Pwo separate  entries are symmetri- 
cal ly situated on t he  east elevation, 2nd originally provided separste 
access for the men and the women and children, Pla in  wooden porches with ' . - 
low gable roofs and exposed rafters c a v ~  these twin entries. Like t h e  

bell t~ ice r ,  these porches w e r e  added during the 1945 remodeling of the 
church, 

. . . . 1 .  

The skpliclty af the structure is continued on the interior. The single 
open roDm is l i n e d  with narrow flushboard above vertically paneled wain- 
scot. Simple moulding surrounds t h e  window and door openings- The orig- 
inal Zloor was covered in 1945 w i t h  narrow planks set in a diagonal. 
pat tern .  Aisles leading from each entry divide the simple pews of wide- 
plank pine Lnto three sections. R mall raised platform with railing 
projects from the west wall and encloses the minister's pulpit-  

Lying due south of the church is the cemetery. Enclosed by a w i r e  fence, 
this grassy  area contabs a l a r g e  nu-mber bf simple gravestones andmonu- 
m e r i t s  erected -in the cemetery during the past  century. 

This simp19 church an& c e n s t e r y ,  s t i l l  on the o r i g i n a l  site, re~resants 
a s ign i f i can t  part of rural Fxkansas history. 
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This o ld  church was organized in 1872 by the first settl-ers who mwed to 
the 8outhern Faulkner County/narthern Pulaski County area j u s t  a f t e r  the 
F7ar Eetween the States. It was t h e  typical Metlkcdist Circuit Rider's 
Church and was on the same circuit wit52 several other churches. 

The Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Conpany donated and deeaed t h e  
property to the trustees, John J. Yaggers, flael Beasley and W i l l i a m  D. 
!$ringer, of the Frenchman Mountain Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
and t h e i r  successors and :as&igns foremr in a deed dated May 2 ,  1874. 
Its cemetery dated back to 1873 when Mrs. Watt Caples was btrried there. 
The first church building was a log structure,  but it w a r  lost by Eire 
in 1880. The proseat bui ld ing ,  which originally contained an u2pe.r 
storey asz Masonic Lodge, was b u i l t  in t h e  s t y l e  of the 1880's in rural 
Pxkansas 

The churcf?, was remodeled in 1945 and t h e  upper skoreyremoved. The oriqinal 
interior i s  still complete ~ i t h * ~ i n e  pews t h a t  c o n t a i n  boards as w.id2 as 
24 The or ig ina l  two separate front entrances were retained when 
the churck was remodeledE one for the"men and on& for t h e  woman and children. 

For 90 years ,  the church served as the c o m u n i t y  center for t he  Cat0 
com.unitg,  which is one of t h e  oldest s e t t l e m e n t s  in Paulkner and Pulaski 
Counties. When the Camp Robinson reservation was taken over by the zmy 
in 1940, it Left  the  church in a small pocket and the eonlnunity oE Cat0 cu t -  
off f r o m  its direct routes to North Little Rock. Indeed, it forced the 
largest group o f  families that supported t h e  church and c o m u n i t y  out of 
t h e  area entirely- The church t hen  decl ined  a ~ d  is now inactive except 
for occasional fellowship services and for the annual "Hornec3.ni.ng" he ld  
each Fixst  Surday In June.  A t  this annual event motlsy is raj.se3 to ra in-  
tain t h e  o l d  bui lding and cemetery,which are in goad condi t ion at pre,, conk. 
The property is in the charge of four  trustees who are appointed by t h e  
Charge Conference of the  Bethel Uni ted  MethoAist Church located about 4 
miles east  of Cato- 

The chairman of the trustees has a f i l e  containing a l l  the chu rch  ro l l s  a116 

"Qlarterly Conference" records back as fzr as 1873. The Daughters o' t h e  
fi  re-rlcan PsvoZution has copied these books of secards and cross-in2cxerl 
the naittes of the members in t hose  early days. 
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Although revered as a s-mine in the hearts of all those who worshiped 
there or whose ancestors did and s2oke so many t i m e s  of the l i t t l e  w h i t e  
church, t h e  main historical significance of the old church and cenetery 
is that it is a rare 'and perfect exam2le of the old circuit rider's 
church which was so very important in s e t t l i n g  txs p a r t  02 the U n i t e d  
States,  and indeed the whole country. -. 
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