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I N P l Y l D U A L  D A T A  S H E E T  

Genera 1 Der cri p ti an 

Code: PU-115 Congress? onal District : second 

N : St. Edwards Ch\ l l r~h  

Address: 823 Shemen 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

County: Pulaski 

C u r r e n t  &ner: St. Edwards Church 
c / o ~ o s t  Reverend Andyew 3. H c D o n a l c  

Address : 815 She,- 
L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas 72202 

Arch i tectural I nfornati an 

Date of Const rue t i~n:  1901 Sty l is t ic  Influence: Gothic 

Ori gi nal Use : Church Present Use: church 

Geographical Information 
/ 

UPM Reference: 15 567280/3844220 Acreage: Less Lban one 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r f p t i ~ n :  Johnson" A d d i t i o n  Black 3 ,  
Beginning SE corner W 290' N30OY 
E 140' S 100' E 150" 200 to beginning. 

Condi t i  on 

x Excellent - - Good 
Fai r  - 

Deteri orated 
Rui  ns - 
Unexposed 

x Unaltered - 
A1 tered 



States Department of the Interior 
dational Park Service 

Code: PW-115 (823 Sherman, Little mck, IIR) 

Physical Descr ipt ion 

Rising directly from the sidewalk on a corner lo t ,  St. Edwards Catholic 
Church, d e s i v e d  by Charles L. Thompson around 1901, is one of the most 
correct and most elaborately ornamented of t h e  finnls several Gothic 
Revival churches. Placed on a rock-faced granite foundation, faced w i t h  
smooth gray-brom brick, the church is claraeterized by the t radi t ional  
massing of nave, transerrt: and entrance towers. Win  sycmnetrical towers 
flank the recessed central bay; the drawings indicate two ident ica l  spires 
were to crown these towers, but, unfortunately they were never b u i l t .  
The t r a 2 i t i o n a l  t r i - p a r t i t e  entrance features three portals recessed 
within multiple stone moldings in Gothic arch shapes, flanked by slender 
colocnettes w i t h  f o l i a t e d  capitals,.with.t~~~i,c~mposed of s tcne tracery 
inquatrefoil  cusps i n f i l l e d  with'staine2'glass.'-,Astieulating the cent ra l  
portal are slender s tone piers capped with crockets and a tzll triangular 
o u t l i n e  in f i l l ed  w i t h  quatrefoil tracery and crowned by stone cross. Just 
above the large rose window a s ingle  lancet w;indow is ornamented w i + t  

ood molding, accentuating the stone cross at the cen t r a l  g&1e peak. The 
owers are framed by slender brick buttresses with stone coping ar,d 
,eature horizontal bznds of cut stone in se t  w i t h  simple blocks which 
frame twin louvered lancet sha2ee openings, 

(continued) 

Staterent o f  Significance 

Charles L. Thonpson's 1901 design for St. Edwards Church in L i t t l e  Rack is 
the most acatlemically accurate in t he  collection, ALL\ough the f i r m  designed 
several Gothic Revival stylea churches, St. E~wards Church reflects a 
tendency toward a more high-style design. Tdin symmetrical towers flank 
a recessed bay. me b a w i n q s  show identical spires on the towers, but they 
were never built. Located in the MacAxthur Park Historic District, S:. 
Edvards Church remains unaltered since its 1901 csnstruetion. Wit! !  the 
o r i g i n a l  drawinqs in archival storage and the knowledge of t h e  architect, 
the church has become a more important h i s t o r i c  building wi th in  the MacArthur 
Park Dis t r ic t .  
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(continuedl 

Two Victorian touches are seen in the steep gable roof dormers w i t h  wooden 
quar t e r fo i l  windows and lancet shaped louvers and in the vartegated gray slate 
roof l a i d  in herringbone patterns. Outstanding features of t h i s  church are 
the three rose windows of sta ined glass which appear in t h e  gables of the 

' 

front  and both transepts and the Seautiful spreaang, foliate pattern in the 
wrought iron work emkellishing t h e  hinges of the solid entrance doors. 
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