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date entered 

I. Name 

historic First Church o f  Chr is t ,  S t i  enti s t 

mnd~orcornrnan LittleRock Comnunity Church 

2, Location 
street number 20th and Leuti s i  ana N& not for publication 

, Li t t l e  Rock N/Autcinlty at 

state Arkansas code 05 county Pul  as ki code 119 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Stmtus -sent Use 

district 
T 

& occupied - agricultunt - museum 
buildlng(s) - pnvate - unoccupied - commercial - park 

- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment X religious 
- objed - in process L yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

WJA - no - military o t h e r :  

4. Owner of Proaert~ 

name Ai t t l e  Rock Comnunity Church c/o Reverend Johnny Glaze 

strest&number 20th and Louisiana 

citv. tam hi  tt 1 e Rock M A v ~ c ~ n ~ t v  of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Leclal Descrintian 

caurthouse, reglstq of deeds. etc. Pul u k L b u n t y  nt_vme 

s t w t  dt numbr West Markham 

city, town Li t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
"An Architectural Suryey of t h e  MacArthur Park & Governor's Mansion Areas o f  the Quapaw 
tbtle Quarter, L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas" -- -- 

has this property been determined eligible? A yes - no --- -. - - -- 

date 1978 - federal - state - county 2 local -- --.- - . -.- -. - . 

depositary -- . . for survey records Qua paw Quarter Associ a t i  on 
- - .. - - - -  - - . - - . - -- 

city, town L i t t l e  R O C ~  Arkansas 
. - -- 



Period 
-, prehistoric 
- 1400-7 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- -. 1 700-1 799 
,- 1 $00-f €199 
L 1900- 

Areas 61 Significance--Check and justify b l o w  
. archeology-prehistoric: . - community planning . - . landscape architecture -X religion 

. -- archeology-historic _ - conservation -. - law science 
- - agriculture - -- economics . literature . .-, sculpture 
X architecture --__ education . -. military - - social: 
. -art - engineering --- music humanitarian 
-. commerce . - - explorationtsettlement philosophy - theater 
-- comrnunicatlons . industry politics, government - transportation 

.. - invention - other (speciFy) 

Spscil;Fc dmter 1919-20 Bulldr~;Afchitect - - - --  
John Parks Almand . . , . - .. - - - - -  - .- .-- 

Statemant of Slgnlflcanca Ilh one kaiagraph) 

The F i r s t  Church o f  C h r i s t ,  Sc ien t i s t ,  located on Louisiana Street i n  L i t t l e  Rock, 
j u s t  south o f  the boundaries of the Governor's Mansion H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  was 
designed and constructed i n  1919-20. The church is an intriguing example o f  the 
design work o f  John Parks Almand, a noted Arkansas a rch i t ec t  whose designs f o r  
re1 ig ious  properties of ten e x h i b i t  an intended pl  acement of atypical  designs 
i n  a typ ica l  envi  ronrnents. After receiving a Bachelor o f  Science degree from Emory 
University, Almand studied a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  Columbia Ilniversity. Following a year 
o f  work i n  Havana, Cuba, Almand came t o  Little Rock and worked i n  the f jm of 
Char1 es L.  Thompson who i s  recogni zed as drkansas "0s t pro1 i f i  c archi l ec t .  He 
opened h i s  own o f f i ce  after three years w i t h  Thompson. 

ELABORATION 

The F i r s t  Church of Christ, Sc ien t is t  was organized i n  L i t t l e  Rock on September 
20,  1899, with twenty-mo members. Shortly afterwards, a s p l i t  occurred and in 
July 1907 a separate group was formed as the Second Church o f  Christ, Sc ien t is t .  
Some four years 'later, on January 30, 1911, the two churches reunited and f o r  the  
ensuing e j g h t  years services were held in a wooden s t ructure  on the corner o f  20th 
and Louisiana. 

In 1919, t h i s  modest building was sold for $430 and removed from the s i t e .  Mr. 
John Parks Almand, a young L i t t l e  Rock archi tect  who would l a t e r  acquire a state- 
w i  de reputation for  h i  s beaut i fu l  church desi gns , was cornmi ss i oned t o  prepare p l  ans 
f o r  a permanent edif ice f o r  the congregation. Almand appears t o  have been inspired 
by the newly popular Cal i forn ia  Mission style. This s e t  i t  apart from other  
ecclesiastical architecture i n  the city, which was generally constructed i n  the  
more traditional Gothic style. Nonetheless, a newspaper a r t i c l e  many years l a t e r  
declared t h a t  the sanctuary "has long been one of the  most impressj ve churches in 
the ci ty ."  The cost  of the bui lding, including fu rn ish ings ,  was approximately 
535,000. The Christ ian Scientists have a church poljcy t h a t  requires t h a t  no 
sanctuary be dedicated u n t i l  it i s  debt-free. So, on March 6, 1938 -- some 18 years 
a f t e r  i t had been opened. -- the bui ldi ng was f i n a l l y  dedicated. 

I n  July 1950, a group- of  eighteen men, w i t h  M r .  A .  D. Brown as chai man, purchased 
thf s b u i l d i n g  from t h e  Christ ian Scientists and fowned the Central Church of l i t t l e  
Rock. Reverend Ernest Sullivan served as pastor. Within s i x  months t h e  congregation 
had a members h ip  o f  154 communicants. On Nove~ber 9 ,  i952, the Central Church 
voted t o  af f i l iate  wi th  the Evangel ical Methodist Church. This a f f i  l iation continued 
u n t i l  July 1968, when the congregation severed i t s  association w i t h  the Evangelical 
Methodists and changed i t s  name t o  the L i t t l e  Rock Comuni ty Church. 




















