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General Description 

Code: PO-128 Congressional District : Second 

N a m :  Winfield Methodist Church C u r r e n t  Owner: Winfield Methodist Church 
Address : 1601 Louisiana 

Little aock, Arkansas Address: 1601 Louisiana 
County: Pulaski  Little Rock, Arkansas . 72206 

Archi tec tura l  Informati on 

Archi ltectural F i m: Thompson and Harding 

Date of  Construction: 1921 Sty1 1 s t i  c I n f l  uence : ~ o t h i e  Revival 

O r i g i n a l  Use: Church Present use: ~ l l u r c h  

Geograph i cal Informati on 

UTM Reference: 15 566470/3843490 Acreage: Less than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: Original C i t y  of L i t t l e  %ck 
Block 166, L o t  3, 2 ,  N o r t h  3 of 
Lot: 3.  

Condi ti an 

xeell ent 
>ood 

-- Fai r  

Deteri orated 
Ruins - 
Unexposed - 

'Unaltered 
x Altered - 
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(1601 Louisiana, ~ittle Rock, AE1) 

Physical Description 
C 

This large Gothic Revival church, designed around 1921, is located an a corner 
l o t  in one of Little Rock's older residential areas. The structure's components 
consist of: a four  bay nave or auditorium block, articulated by brick buttresses, 
w i t h  a gable end entrance on Louisiana Street ,  a blocky square tower resing at 
t h e  northeast end of the  auditorium at its juncture w i t h  -the "transept" which is 
here a two-story ezucational wing featuring banks of casement nindaws. Appropriate 
to its funct ion  as a neighborhood church, ?Ae varied colors;' textures and materials 
lend a somewhat informal quality to the whole, despite its 'large size and relatively - elaborate ornamentation. The btdlding is faced w i t h  Hsestry brick in 'vaxieyated 
shades of reddish brown; the mortar blends  wit5  the cream colored terra-cotta 
ornamentation. The roofing t i l e s  are in variegated shades of terra-cotta. 

A range of concrete stairs rises from the sidewalk to the  grincipal entrance on 
Louisiana Street. The traditional tri-partite entrance features s o l i d  paneled 
Coors, double leaf doors in the center flanked by two single ones. The e n t i r e  
entrance group is f r m e d  by two wide brick piers ornamented with large panels of 
terra-cotta blkne tracery. The three portals are recessed w i t h i n  multiple 
moldings in Gothic arch shapes and feature tympani of s'bined glass, Panels 
of terra-cotta bl ind tracery form a transition' from the entrances below to 
the large Goth ic  arch stained-glass window above. Four  slender terza-cotta 

I continued) 

Statement o f  Sionificance 

Thompson and Hardir.gts 1921 d e s i p  for Winfield Methodist Church displayed 
their familiarity with the ir,portance of i n t e g r a t i n g  a s t ruc tu re  into its 
setting. B u i l t  in one of L i t t l e  Ruck's older dcwntotm- residential 
neigborhoods,  Winfield ~ e t h c & i s t  Church was constructed twenty to t h i r t y  i '' 
years a f t e r  most of the structures in its aeiqhborhood. Again the  use of 
Gothic Revival influence was used by t h e  firm in its desiqn fo r  an Arkansas 
church. Although Winfield Metbcdist  Church is a large structure with 
rather elaborate ornamentation, it conveys a somewhat informal q u a l i t y  
Lhrough the  use of materials: reddish-brown tapestry brick with cream- 
colored =ortar t h a t  matches the terra-cotta arnamentation, Like the firm's 
Cfaftsman houses, t h e  varied t e x t u r e s  and earth tones of the building lend 
an i n f o n a l ,  neigh3orhood quality to this Gothic Revival inspized church.  
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(continued) 

Piers extend upwards dividing the  entrmce i n t o  three bays and continuing . . 
UyMard to divide the stained glass window as well. The stained glass panels 
of t h i s  window terminate in terra-cotta t r e f o i l  cusps. The sides of the 
auditorium are articulated by triple lancet  windows of stained glass w i t h  
trefoil cusps. The large, square be11 tower i s  capped by a:iriZe terra-cotta .,. 
b;md featurinq crosses in relief, its openings formed by kdin lancet windw 
% h a p s  crowned w i t h  cinquefoil tracery an2 ornkntal -Gsses. 








