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Address 720 S c o t t  Street Property Name Albert Pi-ke tdemerial Temple 

L i t t l e  Rock, AR 72201 
Original Name 

Lacation 708-24 S c o t t  Street 

Construction Date 1924 

ARCH I TECTVRAL DESCRI PT I  ON 

The Albert Pike  Memorial Temple Ss ane of the most impressive I n s t i t u t i o n a l  structures 
i n  L i t t l e  Rock. Rectangular i n  plan, i t  occupies h a l f  o f  a c i t y  block a n d ,  since i t s  
completion i n  1924, has exerted an imposing presence on Scot t  Street. The Temple, a 
Classical Revival  design, i s  a three-story, 1 imestone st ructure  f e a t u r i n g  n monumental - 
columnade. The nineteen Ion ic  columns are each 40 feet t a l l  and 4% f e e t  i n  diameter .  
The S c o t t  Street  ellevatian provides three entrances i n t o  the b u i l d i n g ,  each w i t h  
massive  bronze doors. The main entrance steps are guarded by large stone e a g l e s .  
Windows throughout the  Temple are multi-paned, double-hung, and on the S c o t t  Street 
facade the windows are protected by bronze g r i l l  s.  The words "ALBERT PI KE MEMORIAL 
TEMPLE ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED R l T E  OF FREEMASONRY" are carved along the f r i e z e  and an 
ornamental parapet i s  centered above the main entrance. An in te res t ing  element of  the 
south facade is a second story balcony projecting in f r o n t  o f  a s e t  o f  three arched 
windows. Th i s  i r  a l a s t  vestige o f  the 1902 Albert Pike Consistory which was 
i ncorpora ted into  t he  present building . 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rassanic organiza t ion  i n  Arkansas was established i n  the  1830s. Albert Pike was one 
o f  the most colorful f i g u r e s  in the  history o f  Arkansas and was the  highest ranking 
member o f  the Masonic f ra te rn i ty  before the C i v i l  War. A1 though Masonry jn the state 
entered a domant perdod immediately af ter  the war, it resurfaced and grew steadi ly  
a f t e r  1890. Thfs revived.interest and growth d i c t a t e d  t h e  necess i ty  of three new 
faci 1 i t i e s  during the years f r o m  1896 to 1922. When a dec is ion  was reached to bui 1 d 
yet another Temple, fellow Mason George R .  Mann and h i s  p a r t n e r  Eugene S t e r n  began what  
would be two  years o f  planning and design. Upon i t s  complet ion in 1924 t h e  Albert  P i k e  
Memorial Temple was described a s  the m o s t  beautiful  cons is tory  i n  the Un i ted  Sta tes .  A t  
t h e  formal d e d i c a t i o n  of the bui lding,  the Sovereign Grand Inspector General made t h e  
following statement: "As a monumental b u i l d i n g ,  a s j d e  f rom i t s  uses f o r  Masonic 
purposes, i t  would be a credit t o  any c i t y  or sta te ,  and for years t o  come i t  w i l l  
s t a n d  as one of the f l nes t  and highest  types o f  bui ld ings  i n  t h i s  c i t y  o r  t h r o u g h o u t  
the Southwest." The  e x t e r i o r  has n o t  been altered i n  any s i g n i f i c a n t  way. 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n  Lots 7 ,  8, 9 ,  10, 11, 12, Block 8, O r i g i n a l  City 
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