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hlstoric LaFayette Hotel 
N/A and!or common 

2. Location 

street & number 525 South Louisiana J$% nor for publlcatlon 

c~ty, town Li t t l e  Rock NRicini t r  of congressional district  S e ~ o n d  

state Arkansas code 05 county P u l  as k i  code 119 

3. CEassification 
- - 

Category Owners hip Status Present U s e  
- district - public - occupied - agriculture - museum 
L buifding{s) X private X unoccupied - commercial . - park 
- structure b o t h  - work in progress e d u c a t i o n a l  - private residence 
- site Public acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object M / L  in process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being cansidered X yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
. no - military .-k- other: Vacant 

4. Owner of Property 

street & number 11323 Arcade, A t tn  : Mr. Jan N j  c m  

city, town L i  t t l  e  ROC^ K h i c i n i t y  of state Arma- 
5. Location of begal Description 

courthouse, teg!stry of deeds, etc. Pul as  k i  County Court  house 

streek & number Markham and Spri nq Streets 

cb t~~ town  L i t t l e  Rock state A r w  73303 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

date - 
I r k .  Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  Program hasthispropertybeendeterminedefiglble? y e s  l n o  

1977 - federal 1 state - county local 

depository for survey records ~~h~~ g - p i  r Pr32seNa- 



bn Check one Cheek o m  
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -x..- original site 
- good - ruins X altered m o v e d  date 
JL  fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physi& appearance 

The LaFayette Hotel i s  l o c a t e d  a t  S i x t h  and Louis iana St reets  within one block o f  the  
h e a r t  o f  t h e  f i nanc ia l  dis t r ic t ;  across the a1 ley t o  the east  are t h e  backs o f  major 
downtown retail establishments. The LaFayette was designed by St. Louis  a r ch i t ec t  
George Barnett and shows the i n f l  uence of both the Chicago School tall  bui 1 dings 
and h i s  tori ci sm. Here, the appl i e d  terra-cotta embell i shment borrows moti f s From 
the I t a l  i an Renai ssance , the  p r i n c i p a l  facades of this twel ve-story concrete-frame 
b u i l d i n g  are subdivided i n to  base, s h a f t  and crotm, w i t h  base and crown composed of 
glazed terra-cotta units and the t o p  o f  the crown composed o f  a large stamped copper 
cornice. The s h a f t  and secondary elevations are unpainted brick wi  t h  repeating 
double-hung wood windows. The p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r i o r  spaces, i n  terms of sire and 
ornament, are the lobby and mezzanine areas, a f i r s t  f l o o r  d i n i n g  room and t he  ba l l  - 
room on the eleventh f loor .  The d i n i n g  room has been substantially altered w i t h  most 
o f  i t s  ornamental p? aster removed. The b a l  lrsom i s  generally intact, a1 though 
deteriorated. The lobby and mezzanine areas are i n  bet te r  condition except f o r  
surface deterioration.  The lobby is cornpr,iscd af a d e c o r a t i v e  marble f l o o r  and 
base, red gum paneled walls and columns and an ornamental plaster ceiling which 
was original ly  g r a i n  pa in ted  and s t e n c i l e d .  

The base o f  the LaFayette i s  a wctangle, I00 f e e t  by 140 f e e t ,  below which i s  a full 
basement. Beginning w i t h  t he  second level, a mezzanine, the b u i l d i n g  reduces t o  an 
'%ell" w i t h  i t s  long sides parallel t o  S i x t h  and Louis iana Stree ts ,  t he  pr inc ipal  
sides . 
On both  of these principal facades, t h e r e  are entrance doorways w i t h  what were Once 
ornamented cast i r o n  marquees tha t  are now covered w i t h  a1 umi num and p las t ic  covers. 
Orj gina l  wood and glass  door transoms and side1 i gh ts  have been replaced w i t h  a1 u m i n u m  
storefront u n i t s .  

While the other  elevat ions are b r i c k  without embellishment and have wood sash windows, 
the m a i n  facades begin w i t h  a low band o f  limestone above which  are three stories o f  
gl azed terra-cotta u n i  ts  wi th  i n s e t  wood sash windows o f  various conf i.gurations. 
From the f o u r t h  level t o  the tenth, the exter ior  i s  unpainted brick w i t h  double-hung 
wood windows a f  e igh t -over - two- l igh t  design. The eleventh and twelfth levels are 
again ornamented terra-cotta capped w i t h  a 1 arge bracketed copper cornice.  A t  
the east  end o f  t h i s  f loor  the windows are m u l t i - l i g h t  wood sashes wi th  arched tops. 



Areas of Slgnlficancdheck and justify below 
archeofogy-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  rellgion 

- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economEcs - literature s c u l p t u r e  

architecture - eduptlon m i l i t a r y  - social: 
- art - engineering m u s i c  humanitarian 
-L commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosaphy - theater 
- eommunlcations - industry - polltics!gcrvernrnent - transpartation 

- invention - other (specify) 

speeiflc dater Constructed 1925 BulldatiAlehit@ct George D. Barnett, A r c h i t e c t  (St. Lou is }  

Statement of Significance fin one paragraph) -< 
Paul Heenragen, Decorator (Little Rock) 

SUMMARY : - . - 

The exterior of t h i s  twel ve-s tory hotel i s  remarkably i n  t a c t .  Fen bui  1 dings o f  i t s  
s i z e  and design were bu i  1 t i n  L i t t l e  Rock and i t  precedes by three years the  only 
other major h o t e l  of i ts decade, t h e  A1 bert P i k e .  (Architect George D. Barnett's 
building is a clear expression o f  t h e  per iod,  embellishment applied i n  terra-cotta, 
so popular earlier in t h i s  century.) In the  lobby and nezzani ne areas, through 
peeling added p a i n t  layers, the work o f  Arkansas' best known d e c o r a t o r ,  Paul Heewagen, 
i s  again becoming v i s i b l e .  The business history of the b u i l d i n g  i s  1925 un t i l  t h e  
Depression, f i n a l l y  c l o s i n g  in 1933, I t  reopened because o f  increased travel dur ing  
World War 11, closing again i n  1973, p u t  out o f  business by t h e  sustained t rend toward 
motels i n  1 i e u  o f  downtown hotels. 

ELABORATION : 

ihe hotel  was designed by St. Louis a r c h i t e c t  George D. Barne t t .  Mr. Paul Heewagen, 
t he  foremost  decorator o f  h i s  e r a  in Arkansas, was responsib le fo r  the f nterior.  His 
foreman during the  ori g i  n a l  cons tructi on, Mr. John Oehrl i e  , redecorated a t  1 east some 
par ts  o f  t h e  building in 1941 while on the s t a f f  o f  Southwest Hotels. 

From i t s  open: ng on September 2, 1925, u n t i  1 the Depression of  1929, the hote l  was one 
o f  the state's f ines t .  I t  was erected by the  Li t t le  Rock Hotel Company w i t h  A .  D. 
Gates o f  S t .  Louis as pres ident  and John F. Boyle o f  Li. t t l  e Rock as v j  ce president. 

A f t e r  a f e ~  successful years, t h e  hotel was closed in 1933 because of reduced business 
brough t  on by the Depression. By 1941, increased travel stirnu7ated by World War IT 
f i na l l y  increased the  demand for hotel  rooms. The ho te l  reopened August 23, 1941, under 
the ownership o f  Southwest Hotels, Mrs. H.  Grady Manning, president. An Arkansas 
Gazette a r t i c l e  on the day o f  reopening stated t h a t  the b u i l d i n g  "had been modernized 
t h r o u g h o u t "  and tha t  i t  had 260 guest rooms. 

In  1953, there was a general remodeling of the upper floors o f  the building i n c l u d i n g  
major  mechani cal , electrical and p l  umbi ng r e v i  si ons . The management and owners were 
at tempt ing  t o  keep pace w i t h  the  growing number o f  motels and travel courts s p r i n g i n g  
up on t h e  edges of t h e  city. The e f f o r t  was only partially successful, and by 1973 i t  
was no 1 onger profitable t o  operate and i n  1 a t e  October o r  early November, the hotel 
was closed, r e f l ec t i ng  a period o f  out-migration from Little Rock's central business 
dis t r ic t  and the c los ing of the ho te l  reflected the low ebb o f  commercial a c t i v i t y .  



' 9. manor Biblioqraphical References 
I .  Arkansas Gazette,  ar t ic les  on the following dates: 9/2/1925, p. 8; 9/3/1925, p .  1; 

8/25/1941, p ,  9 ;  8/24/1941, pps .  3 and 7,  10/31/1973. 
Li t t l e  Rack City Directory,  1926, p .  343. 
Interview w i t h  T. J .  Oehrl i e ,  son o f  John Oehrl i e ,  September 16. 1981. 

Acreage or nominated propeny - n p @  
Quadrangle name L i  ttl e R K k .  AR Quadrangle scale 1 ' ?a, 
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*w 1516161613101 
Zone EasZlng Northing Zone Easting Northing 

o w w u  "LJ u u 
Verbal boundary descrfpticrn and justification 

Cats 5 and 6 ,  Block 874, Original City s f  t i t t l e  Rock, Pul ask i  County 

Llst all states and counties far properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state ~ l b  code county code 

code code 

- 11. Form Prepared By 

organization WStsel I and Evans, P. A .  date F ~ b r u m  74, 1987 

street & number - 1008 Cumber1 and telephone (5011 374-5300 

crty or town L i  it1 e Rock state Arkansas 72202 

12. State H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer rCerta'ficatian 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

- national A- state - local 
- - 

As the desfgnated State Historic Presewatlon Off lcer for the National Histarlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
8651, 1 hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certifysthat it has been evaluated 

title 3kPO dale 3-26-80 
Llr NPS uw mnl., 

t this prc ncluded i In the Nal tionai Re! hereby c 

le Nation 

-LLv 

Chief of Res~srar!on 

date 

date 


















