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2, Location 
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3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Prewnt Use 
- district - publlc 2L occupW - agricultun , ., rnuseurrr 
2 buildfng(s) A private - unmeupied A commercial ,, park 
- structure - both ,, work in progress e d u c a t i o n a l  -. - private r@sMetxa 
, site Public Aequisftion Accessible - entertainment - - re4lgious 
- o bjsd - In process 2 yes: restricted - government selenttfic 

N W 9  'On' y e s :  unrestrictad i n d u s t r i a l  - transpodstion 
- no - mllltary - other: - - 

4. Owner of Property 

M ! !  vicinity of el@*town L i t t l e  RO state P r b s a s  

1 s t ~  of decds. etc. Ptll as k i  County Courthouse 

-t & n u m m  405 W P F ~  Harkham 

wry, row Lf tt? e Rock state ~~m~~~ 
Representation in Existing Surveys 
rkansas Hi s t c r i  c Preserva t i  on P m g  h i  - in.d eIqigle, n +Yes -no 

Stmet Survey 
die 1977 - federal state - county - local 
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~ i ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~  t i t t l e  Rock Arkansas 



. . Description 

Condition Chcek one Check OW 

- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original slte 
- good - ruins after& m o v e d  date 
1L fair u n e x p o s e d  (Interior)  - 
W S E ~ ~  the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Built i n  1906, the  George R .  Mann bui ldiyg, named for i t s  a rch i t ec t  -- George R'. Mann, 
d i  spl ays t h e  Classical vocabul ary and des-i gn pedantry popular during the early Wenti eth 
century and of ten associated in Arkansas with the work o f  i t s  des,igner. . The two- story 
f 1 at-roofed s y m e t r i  cal7y massed commercial structure i s  s i t ed  an a side street running 
perpendi cul ar to Main Street, L i  t t l  e Rock ' s  downtown comnerci a1 center since t h e  1 ate- 
nineteenth century, freestanding on a lot surrounded on t h w e  sides by narrow a1 1 eys. 
Constructed o f  wood joists spanning masonry bearing nal l  s , the bui 1 ding '  s s i  de and 
rear elevations are faced wi th  a 7 ight  buff-colored brick veneer which complements the 
whi  t e  terra c o t t a  facade ' s r i 'c h appl i ca t i on  o f  Classical decorative detai 1 s , i ncl udi ng 
a f u l l  entablature, dentiling and two-story fluted Ionic columns, and bay "'Chicago 
style" windows. Continuously providing office space since i t s  constmction , the 1 ong, 
narrow b u i l d i n g  was designed on a symroetrical plan ~ 5 t h  offices f lanking a double- 
leaded central corridor. 

ELAB 0MT ION % 

In sp i te  of the bui ld ing 's  small scale, the order and monmentality .inherent i n  Beaux 
Arts  Classicism i s  apparent i n  the Mann Building's principal (north) elevation.  The 
corners of the facade project slightly, marking the termination o f  t h e  structural wal l ,  
and are articulated w i t h  moulded terra cotta blocks t h a t  visual ?y cmate a raised 
v e r t i c a l  panel framed by a narrow bank of ta lon  moulding. T h i s  treatment creates the 
impression of two-story pilasters* These strong vertical elements are set upon square , 

terra c o t t a  block pedestals w i  t h  recessed central panel$, a r t i  cul ated bases and egg 
and d a r t  moulding capped cornices, and are surmounted by decorative cartouches . Each 
end pedest~l a1 sc suppor*,~ a f? uted, engaqed Eori c ha1 f-ccl umn which together with 
four  additional 1 i ke-des igned two-s tory t a l l  col mns , on pedestals n a m e r  than but 
identical i n  design to the corner pedestals, carry the b u i l d i n g ' s  elaborately embellished. 
entablature. Above a simple archi t rave ,  terra cotta blocks cast with a raised design 

' o f  sinuous foliated f o m  comprise the  entablature" f r i e z e .  Vedzllions featur ing 
single rosettes also appear i n  the f r ieze ,  def ining each bay o f  the facade and further 
enriching t h i s  decorative element. The entab la ture 's  dentiled cornice i s  capped w i t h  
a series o f  cartouches t h a t  rhythmically decorate the parapet which caps the bui ld ing .  
The corners o f  the parapet p r o j e c t  s 1 i ghtly arti cul a t i n g  the termination of the  facade. 
A simp1 e coping compl etes the crowning parapet nall . 

1. 

The decorative Classical s p i r i t  o f  the  facade i s  clearly reflected i n  the a r t i  cul a t ?  on 
o f  its fenestration. Four t a l l  rectangular one-over-one double-hung w i  ndws pierce 
the chamfered bays o f  the f i r s t  story elevation. Today, t h e  original dimensions of 
the windows have been diminished by the creation o f  a fa lse  transom and a single 
glass door has replaced the western-nos t window. Both a1 te ra t i  ons date t o  the 1930s 
and will soon be corrected as part  o f  a proposed rehabi  1 i t a t i a n  project. The windows 
are  set on a base o f  terra cotta blocks l a i n  f l u s h  w i t h  the bui 1 ding 1 ine,  thus 
emphasizing t h e  prof i le  o f  the chamfered bay above, and a r e  framed w i t h  a band of egg 
and dart moulding t ha t  i s  contiguous across the facade, s p a n n i n ~  the column pedestals 
as well as surrounding the windows. Fascia bands and a narrw cornice w i t h  enriched 
ta lon moul ding Jef i ne the transi ti on f r o m  the f irst  t o  the  second stow of the facade. 

* Even r i c h e r  than the f i r s t  floor fenestration, the second floor features the bay or 
"Chicago" windows Mann of ten employed i n  comnerci a1 structures here composed of one- 
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over-one double-hung windows , each surmounted by a transom. Two slender colonnettes , 
the height of the window and of the transom respectively, and a narrow -band of den- - 
tiling articulate the woad window surrounds. A d e n t i l e d  cornice board above t he  
transoms mediates between the facades angular  f r o n t  and the dominant entablature 
a b o w .  
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A double- 1 eaf entrance, defi n i  ti vely , framed by a one-s tory f l  at-roofed surround 
pro jec t ing  s 1 i ghtly beyond the facade ' s central bay offers p r i n c i p a l  access to  
the  building, The recessed dooway, composed o f  simple wood doors w i t h  large 
rectangular l j g h t s ,  is raised sligAtTy above grade and reached by two shallw 
steps. The door surround features a per imeter  o f  egg and d a r t  moulding, terra 
cotta panels decorated with gar1 ands , and a panel bearing t h e  name "ddki ns" 
[ da t i ng  to a 1930s ownership change) i n  the lintel. 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATiON FORM DATEENTERED' . 

The side (east and west) e l e v a t i o n s  o f  the bu i ld ing  appear tn  have been conceived 
t a  afford maximum l i g h t  to t h e  relatively narrow of f ice  spaces w i t h i n .  The long 
facade features a var ie ty  of window designs t a  achieve this end. The fSrst story 
o f  t h e  brick walls i s  penetrated by eight tripartite openings each consisting o f  
two narrow one-over-one doubl e-hung windows f lanking a 1 arger center window . Wood 
l i n t e l s  and concrete sills offer further definition. In the second s to ry ,  like- 
designed t r i p a r t i t e  windows alternate with four  bay windows w i t h  exposed concrete 
slabs forming their f l a t  roofs and projecting floors. Single double-hung one-over- 
one rectangular windows i n  segmental arched surrounds appear in both the f i r s t  
and second stories of the southern end bays o f  the side elevations, The rear + 

(south) elevation is the least distinguished of the building's facades, exh ib i t ing  
no fabr ic  of archi tectural significance. 

In contrast  to i t s  rjchly decorated facade, the i n t e r io r  of the Mann Bui 1 ding i s  
almost utilitarian. The original plan of the building provided only for a double- 
loaded corridor flanked by offices w i t h  a s ta i rnay  occupying a central l o c a t i o n  
along the interior east wall. Although the building has no formal lobby space, 
finely milled arched doorways with transoms appear along t h e  first  f l o o r  c o r r i d o r  
a n d  t h e  f i  rst floor cooridor features a t i l e  wainscot .  R similar 
wainscot t ines the walls of the stairwell t h a t  holds the building's U-planned 
cast i r o n  stair. Distinguished by i t s  decorative r a i l ,  t h e  stair i s  t he  building's 
most s i g n i f i c a n t  interior feature,  As the emulative result o f  a l t e r a t i o n s  made 
by a succession o f  tenants over  the building's l i f e ,  l i t t l e  addit ional  interior 
fabric o f  importance s u r v i v e s .  Some original baseboard and window moulding remains 
but not  cont7guously nor characteristically throughout the b u i l d i n q .  A recent 
i e h a b i l  i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t  has assures the canti  nuati on o f  the Mann 0ui 1 ding's h i  5 -  
tori c use as an office b u i l d i n g  and protectively restored i t s  outstanding facade. 
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Areas of Signifleance-Ch=k and j u s t 4  bdew 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape archf tecture  rellgFon 
- archeology-historic - consewat ion - law - science 
a g r i c u l t u r e  - economies - literature - sculpture 
2 architecture - education military - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - exploratiomlsefflement - philosophy - theater 
- eommun~catlons - industry - politicrvgwmmsnt - transportatian 

- Invention - other (mify) 

Specific dates 1906 RuildarlArchitact Ge~rqe R. Mann 

Statement of Signlflcance (in orrlh paragraph) 

The George R. Mann Building is of architectural significance both as an example of the 
pervasive influence of Beaux Arts Classicism on the American arch i tec ture of the early 
twentieth century and as an example of  the work of its designer, prominent a r c h i t e c t  
George R. Mann who maintained h i s  professional offices i n  t he  building frm t h e  t ime 
o f  i t s  construction u n t i l  1911-12. Among other early tenants of the Hann Building were 
some o f  L i t t l e  Rock's most distinguished professionals, including Dr. Frank Visonhaler, 
Dr.  E. R. Dibrell and D r .  M. E. McCaskilI, thus suggesting, as 'contemporary City 
Directories ind ica te ,  t h a t  t h i s  was indeed a prime l a a t i o n .  I n  19U-12, the bu i ld ing  
was sold and renamed the Urquhart Bui ?ding. I t  again changed hands i n  the 1930s and 
has since been known as the Adkins B u i l d i n g .  The monumentality and Classical proportions . 
i n t r i n s i c  to the Beaux Arts style in i t s  most l j teral  interpretations are nost frequently 
associated wi th  and especially well suited t o  the design of pub l ic  buildings. However, 
they are ski 1 ?Sully translated $n  the Mann Bull ding even w i t h i n  the constraints o f  i ts 
small scale rendering the bui ld ing truly outstanding among Little Rock's ccnmerciat 
archi tecture of  th is  period. Recognized as one of  Arkansas h o s t  s ign i f i can t  architects 
for his  execution o f  a weal t h  o f  important, large1 y Cl assical ,structures i n c l  uding the 
P u l  aski County Courthouse (1992, WR 1 i sted 18 October 1979) , the Arkansas Gazette Bui 1 ding 
(1908, NR 1 isted 22 October 1976) and the Arkansas S t a t e  Capi to1 ( c .  1900-2312, l4R 
listed 28 June 1974). rlann's training in C13ssicism both during h i s  stud?es a t  the 
Massachusetts Ins t i  tute of Techno1 ogy w i  t h  W i  1 1 i am R. Ware and i n earl ier practi ce wi t h  
Beaux Arts trained Edward Jacques Eckel , prepared h i m  wet 1 t o  apply the dictates  of the 
s t y l e .  I n  this building, his  fluency i n  the Classical vocabulary i s  evidenced by the 
richly decorative facade % fol  i ated  frieze, dent i  1 ed cornice and cartouche 1 aden parapet. 
These features, together w i  t h  Mann ' s  adaption of the more modern bay or "Chicago" window, 
contribute l o  the bui 7 ding k esthetical ly pleasing appearance whi 1 e continuing t o  serve 
i t s  h i s t o r i c  function as' an office facility. 
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