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RESOURCE AREA, L I l l L E  ROCK, PULaSKT Caul 

h e r  KATV 

L i  ttTe Rock, AR 72203 

Locatf on 401 Main S t r x t  

construction Date . 19281 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Warthen Bank B u i l d i  , constructed i n  1928 on the corner o f  4th  and Main Streets, 
i s  representative o f  t h  conservation and permanence of the  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t .  b u l l  t 
i t. The structure i s  p a r i l y  a Neo-Cl assical deslgn, but displ  ays some sty1  i z e d  
decoration suggesting t rising popularity of the Art Deco style. Rectangular in 
p l a n ,  the three-story W hen Bank Bui lding .was constructed us3ng a steel Tram and the  
c l a d  i n  limestoneWb The i n  Street facade features three  wlndow bays and the primary 
entrance. Ten bays and secondary bui 1 ding entrance 1 ine the Fourth Street facade. 
P i  l asters  separa t ing  t h  ays feature cap i t a l  -1 i ke, bas-re1 i ef decorative panel s. An 
unadorned cornice and p p e t  band the building and the o r l g i n a l  carved notation-- 
Id. B. Worthen Ca.--has n covered over  by t h e  ppesent owners: Large stationary 
w i  n&ws are flanked by ements throughout the b u i l d i n g  and, on the f i r s t  and 
second levels,  these ar urther emphasized by narrow p i  lasters agai  n capped wj th  
decorative panel s , The andrel panel  s are ornamented wi th  geometri call y-patterned 
medal 1 ions . M i  ndows on i s  level have been frosted, possibly during llgmdeling projec 
i n  1954 or 1962, Othe se, e x t a r i  or a1 te ra t f  ons have been sl i ght ,  

I STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

i s  L i t t l e  Rock's o l  dert ,  continuously-operated f i  nanclal 
I n s t i t u t i o n ,  1877. Basicall y conservative! and small during i t s  early years, 
t h e  bank had e late 1920s to command t h e  respect and admiration o f  t h e  
e n t i r e  o m u n i t y .  It was only f i t t i n g ,  then, tha t  they chase t h e  

ed building designer, George Mann, t o  design t h e i r  new 
l e  Rock's other banking firms were relocating t e  Louisiana 
mined comitted to Main Street, following a precedent  s e t  by 
s at Main & Markham Streets (1904-1914) and Main & Capi to1 
rthen Bank occupied t h i  s b u i l  ding u n t i l  1969 when, having 
in the s t a t e  o f  Arkansas, they moved t o  a new tower en West 

Bank Buf 1 ding was purchased by KATV, the  1 ocal ABC . 
the  space t o  the needs of a televisf on stat ion.  

UM Reference I 
Quadrang1 e Name Li ttl e 

Easti ng 566795 Northing 3844795 

Rock, Arkansas Quadrangle Scale 1 s24000 - 
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