
ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 'LTmE ROCK MAIN  STREET MULTIPLE 
RESOURCE AREA, L I l T l E  ROCK, P U l A S K I  COUNT 

Survey Number LR0026 Owner Rockwarth Associates  - 

>. 
property Hame GUS BMS? ~epartment Store Address 324 * : ~ a i '  n Street - 

L i t t l e  R ~ c k ,  AR 72201 
Original  Name 

tocation 318-24 Main Strcet 

Construction Date 1912 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The seven-story Gus B l  ass Department Store, one o f  L ? t t ? e  Rock's earliest "skyscrapers", 
i s  a good example o f  Sull i vanesque archi  tecture w i t h  Meo-cl a s s i  cal de ta i  1 s.  I tr 
arch i tec t ,  George Mann, took p a i n s  tg .clearly delineate the th ree  elements of  the 
Sullivanesque style.  The two-story base i s  clad, on i t s  e a s t  and south elevat ions,  i n  
decorative whlte terra  cotta t h a t  features ornaments composed a f  eagles encircled by 
wreaths. The base i s  framed wi th  egg and dart molding. In s t a r k  cont rast  w i t h  the 
base, the s h a f t  i s  ;imply f in ished i n  buff b r i c k .  B o t h  t h e  spandrel panels and vertical 
components o f  the facade were kept  narrow,  thus ernphasi ri ng t he  building's v e r t i c a l  i ty 
and permi t t ing  large windows. The s h a f t  rises four  more storles and i s  terminated by ' 

a horizontal t e r r a  c o t t a  band between the s i x t h  and seventh stories.  Large terra c o t t a  
cartouches and denti1 work accent t h i s  band. A row o f  small a t t i c  windows and an 
imposing copper-cl ad cornice which is supported by massive brackets, "crown" t h i  s 
impressive structure .  During 1975 renovat ion,  t h e  street-level store fronts  and t h e  
primary entrances, located 3n the east and south facades, were recessed. The ori gina? 
doubl  e-hung windows have been replaced throughout the 01 ass Bui 1 d ing  wi th  staionary 
panes; on the upper f l o o r s ,  the three-part d i v i s i o n  o f  the new windows i s  similar 
to the o r i g i n a l .  

STATEMENT O F S I GN I F I  C A K E  

Designed by George R. Mann, the most distinguished Arkansas b u i l d i n g  designer a f  the  
ear ly  20th Century, the Guss Blass Department Store  was b u i l t  j n  t w o  phases during 
1912-13, One h a l f  o f  the structure was completed and occupied w h i l e  work continued on 
the  other h a l f .  Significant from an engineering standpoint ,  the Blass  Department Store 
was one of the earl i e s t  examples o f  two-way flat s l a b  concrete construction i n  America. 
Later ,  i t  was the f i r s t  Arkansas department stare t o  be a i r  conditioned ( 1935) a n d  t o  
have an escalator (1948). The original tenant, the Gus.Blass Company, was founded i n  
1873 and wrnalned i n  business u n t i l  t he  early 1970". It was the state's l a r g e s t  
department store f o r  many years, and played an important  role i n  the downtown r e t a i l  
cornmuni ty. The property,  owned by rwrnbers o f  t h e  David D, Terry family since 1868, 
was so ld  i n  1974 t o  F i r s t  American Bankstock Corporation [FABCO)  who adapted the  upper 
f loors o f  the store f o r  o f f i c e  use, 
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