
ARKANSAS HISTORlC PRESERVATION PROGRAM LITTLE ROCK MAIN STREET MULTIPLE 
RESOURCE AREA, LITTLE ROCK, PULASKI CO, 

Survey Number LR0019 Owner Don Gold 

Property Name Rose Bui f d i  ng Address "307 Main Street 

Original Name same as above 

Loca tii on 307 M a i n  Street 

Construct ion Pate 1900 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

L l t t l e  Rock, AR 72201 

The Rose Building is a two-story, symetrically massed comercia1 structure of 
wood frame and masonry bearing wal l  const ruct ion .  The west and principle facade 
i s  sheathed i n  white terra cotta and organized i n t o  three, two-story high  bays,  
capped w i t h  a f u l l  entablature and balustrade. The bays are articulated by fluted 
I o n i c  pi 1 asters on stone pedestles, and ape f ranu?d by an ornate a r c h i t r a v e  of 
egg and d a r t ,  bead and reel,.and medallfon d e t a i l i n g .  Ornate horizontal panels 
embellished w i t h  floral bosses articulate the second floor l ine  in each bay and 
support engaged I o n i c  col one t t e s  t h a t  f r a n ~ e  dent i  1 ed wood casement wi ndows and 
transoms. The building" entableture c o n s i s t s  o f  a decorative frfeze of festoons, 
scroll brackets and cartouches t h a t  support a dentiled cornfce and balustrade 
adorned w i t h  decorative urns on terra cot ta  block pedestles. Much o f  the building's 
decorative terra  c e t t a  was removed and the arigjnal recessed entry altered as 
a result o f  an unsympathetic renovat ion i n  1967. a 1985 restoration utilizing 
various rep1 acement rnater i  e l  s faithfully restored the d e t a i  1 and character o f  
the o r i g i n a l  design. 

Constructed in cS rca 1900, the Rose Bui 1 d i  ng i s o f  archi tectural significance 
both as an example o f  the  Neoclassic Revival,  so influential f n  early t w e n t i e t h  
century American archi tecture ,  and as an example o f  the work of  i t s  a t t r i b u t e d  
designer, George R .  Mann, B u i l t  by and naned far  Arkansas Supreme Court Just ice  
U r i a h  M. Rose, t h e  building housed Arkansasholdest and a t  one time largest 
bookstore, Allsapp & Chapple, w i t h  occuppied the building's major lease space 
u n t i l  1967, The rnonumentallty and ornate detailing i n t r i n s i c  t o  t h e  Neoc lass ic  
style, normally reserved for thb design o f  publ ic  bui l d f  ngs, was skill fully 
translated by a rch i tec t  Mann t o  t h i s  commercial application. Si ted  along 
Main Street, L i t t l e  Rock's downtown comnercial center since t he  late n ine teenth  
century, the Rase Bui l d i n g  remains an outstanding example of Litt le  Rock 's  
c m e r c i a l  a r c h i  tec turle of t h a t  perlad.  

Verbal Boundary Description S% of Lot 2 & a l l  of L o t  3 ,  Block 4, City o f  Little ~ o c k  

Acreage Less than one acre 

Quadrangel Mame L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas quadrangle Scale 1:24000 

WTM Reference 

+ * -  Zone 15 Eas ti ng 566800 Northing 3844850 




