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The Capital  Hotel  opened January 22, 1 8 7 7 ,  as L i t t l e  
Rock's finest hotel. Today a f t ~ r  almost 100 years of 
c o n t j n u a l  use t h e  cap i t a l  remains t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
s t r u c t u r e  of i t s  kind in the State of Arkansas. located 
at Farkhm and Louisiana Streets in dormtown u t t l e  Rock, 
the  Cap i t a l  is constructed of b r i c k  w i t h  a facade of cast 
iron. The basic dimensions of t hFs  four-story, w h i t e  
painted structure measure one hundred t h i r t y - t w o  1132 * ) 
5eet  by one hundred t h i r t y  113C ' ) feet. 

This  excellent example of V i c t o r i a n  grandeur boasts 
seventeen bays across its facade, Projecting from t h e  
center of -the f ron t  elevation is a one-story portico 
five bays in l e n g t h  and suppor t ed  by . s i x  columns w i t h  
Corninthian cap i t a l s ,  The second story porch deck 
is enclosed by a simple wrought iron r a i l t n g ,  and s u r -  
mounted by a canopy edged w i t h  decorat ive i r o n  scrol l  
w o r k ,  

Across the e n t i r e  length of the f irst  story t h e  f ron t  
elevation has engaged Cor in th ian  columns between each 
bay. With t h e  exception of the deck projection on t h e  .. 
second f l o o r ,  the second and t h i r d  s t o ry  faca6es are 
i d e n t i c a l  wi th  two sash, semi-elliptical headed w i n d o w s  

--• separated by squared c o l ~ s .  The f o u r t h  story, added 
about 1.889, has a muilion 'window wi th  transom between 
each of the Cor in th ian  capitaled p i l a s t e r s ,  

- Each corner.05 t h e  f l a t  roof ends in a two bay w i d e  
gable wi th  moulded cornice. Alternately spaced brackets 

. and panels embellish the f r ieze ,  :along with five ci rcular ,  
decorative air vents ,  one under'each gable and t h e  others 
centered dbove t h e  three center bays. 

The symmetry of t h e  second and t h i r d  s to r i e s  of the nor th  
facade is repeated on t h e  w e s t  elevat ion .  ~ h c  first ten 
windows each have an Italianate arch, w h i l e  t h e  l a s t  
f i v e  are segmentally arched w i t h  keystones. The Fourth 
story has segmental pediments  over the f irst  ten windows, 
and segmental arches ~ 5 t h  keystones are over the last 
f i v e  bays. All the windows have decorated lugsills. 
Both ends and the cen te r  of the roof have gzbles i den t i -  
ca l  to those on the facade. Three decorative a i r  vents 
and paired brackets  embellish the p l a i n  frieze. 
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The south and e a s t  e leva t ions  of t h e  C a p i t a l  have faced 
alleyways throughout  t h e  buildingfs history, Because these 
elevations were never in tended  for  publ ic  view, they are 
very plain r+.,ri_th b r i c k  veneer and simple window construction. 
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On enter ing  the main lobby of the Capital Hotel, one first  
notices t h e  i n l a i d  t i l e  f l o o r i n g ,  t h e  two parallel rows of 
columns wi th  uniquely decorated capitals, and  t h e  gray  
marble stzircase located oppos i te  the entrance. Eoth squared 
marble and round painted columns support the exposed beams 
which terminate in a recessed c e i l i n g .  Thick paqels of high- 
ly pol i shed  gray marble l i n e  t h e  interior w a l l s  af the  lobby. 
On the west s ide  is the h o t e l  desk w i t h  the original wrought 
iron g r i l l  work and etched g lass  panels. 

S T A T E  1 
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Div ided  flights of the stairway lead to a second f loor  
balcony which surrounds t h e  l i g h t  well over t h e  rear p a r t  of 
the lobby, The square s k y l i g h t  at t h e  top of t h e  l i g h t  well 
con ta ins  s tained glass panes leaded together in a wooden 
frame. 

Surrounding the second f loo r  l i g h t  well are rom-d arches 
supported by columns w i t h  Ionic capitals, A wrought i ron 
w i t h  po l i shed  brass r a i l i n g  l ies  between e a c h  of the  columns, 
Pzrallel rows of arcading lead to a parlor wh ich  opens onto 
the veranda, 
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~ o s t  of the remaining area of t h e  Capi ta l  is t&en  up by 
hotel moms. b ' i d e  and spacious hallways are l i n e d  by door- 
ways w i t h  s p e t r Z c a l l y  moulded t r i m  and corner blocks. 
Each room has  a f i f t e e n  foot  or higher  c e i l i ng .  The base- 
boards and window and door t r i m  are made of polished wood. 

C O v N f Y  

Pulaski 
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Though several a l t e r a t i ons  have been made In the i n t e r i o r  
and on par ts  of t h e  extertor, t h e  important changes w e r e  
made w i t h i n  a f e w  years of the o r i g i n a l  construction and 
are in keeping w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  style. Beneath t h e  peeling 
p a i n t  the Capital  Hotel r e t a n s  the grandiose V i c t o r i a n  ele- 
gance of an earl ier  era. 

(Numbar all enl.-ion) 
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STATEMENT O F  S I S N l F I C A N C E  

I 

For one hundred years t h e  C a p i t a l  H o t e l  building has 
stood in downtam L i t t l e  Rock as a rel ic  of the Gilded  
Age of American h i s to ry .  From i t s  opening in 1877 u n t i l  
j u s t  a f ter  t h e  turn of the century, t h e  Capital was the 
leading h o t e l  in Little Rock and the center of'pwblic 
life in the  state. 

The land on which t h e  Cap i t a l  now s tands  belonged for 
many years to Judge George C. I~Iatkins ,  a prominent Li t t le  
Rock attorney and C h i e f  Justice of t h e  Arkansas  Supreme 
C o u r t ,  In June, 1872, t h e  land was s o l d  to M r .  William P. 
Denckla. M r .  Denckla, one of t h e  builders of the l i t t l e  
Rock and Fort Smith Railroad owned several buildings on 
the Wenckla b l o ~ k , ? ~  and the' bui ld ing  he erected ..on the 
nor thwes t  corner became the most impor t an t ,  

- . . -  . ,  . - . -  ; +  - 
Using a cast iron f ron t  purchased in Kew Y o r k  and ' 

shipped in pieces on a water route  -to Little Roc?+,- N r .  
- . Denckla b u i l t  a three-story br ick  structure. When a 

four th  s t o r y  was Iatek added to the building, -.a cast 
i r o n  facade was included to harmonize w i t h  t h e  c a s t  i r o n  
f r o n t  on t h e  lower f loors .  The Denckla bu i ld ing  was 
originally intended for stores and offices, and it f i l l e d  
t h i s  capaci ty for t h e  next four  years. 

During the 1870's L i t t l e  Rock was growing and expanang 
rap id ly  as the c i t y  recovered f r o m  the Civil War. In 
1816 the Weekly Arkansas Gazette described t h e  need for 
a p u b l i c  g u e s t  residence as I t .  . . urgent necessity 
t h a t  our c i t y ,  just now struggling into life and s ta -  
b i l i t y ,  should hsve a p u b l i c  house f o r  the accorrmodation 
of t h e  t ravel ing community. The fitness of the b u i l d -  
i n g  and s i te  . . . demand the changew of t h e  Denckla 
bui ld jng  into a h o t e l .  
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On December 21, 1876,  Colonel  A. G, DeShon and Major John D. 
Adams leased the Denckla bui ld ing ,  and w i t h i n  a month they 
converted t h e  o f f ice  b u i l d i n g  into a hotel. The DenckEa 
bui ldjng was described as one of t h e  f i n e s t  edifices in the 
Sauth  and a fair r i v a l  to model structures in Northern C i t i e s ,  
Colonel DeShon altered the i n t e r i o r  to match the grand faczde. 

In deciding on a nams for the planned hote1,Major Adams 
asked a L i t t l e  Rock lady to suggest a f i t t i n g  t i t l e .  Mrs. 
Morehead 7,frigh-k complied w i t h  the request, and her reply 
was as follokzs: 

major John D, Adams: Apprec i a t i ng  the compliment 
of being asked to name your h o t e l ,  I can t h i n k  of 
no name more appropr ia te  t han  "The C a p i t a l  Hote l f1 ,  
as it is a capi ta l  e n t e r p r i s e  located in a c a p i t a l  
building,  which lniill do honor to the c a p i t a l  of t h e  
sta te ,  and I trust prove a capi tal  success to your- 
self and Maj. DeShon. 

haen t h e  Czpi ta l  Hotel  opefled on January 22, 1877,  it w a s  
b e a u t i f u l l y  f u r n i s h e d  and had d a i n t i l y  f i g u r e d  carpets in 
every room. Gas provided t h e  l i g h t i n g  system throughout .  
A magnetized annuc i a to r  enabled each guest to request 
i n d i v i d u a l  room service by merely pushing a bu t ton ,  In 
keeping w i t h  the current  f a sh ion  among first-class hotels, 
the C a p i t a l  provided its guests w i t h  a restaurant, bar, 
barber shop and b i l l i a r d  h a l l .  

For  t h e  next t h i r t y  years the Capital ,  was t he  l ead ing  h o t e l  
in Little Rock, It became t h e  unofficial  political head- 
quarters of t h e  e n t i r e  s ta te ,  and w i t h i n  its walls the suc- 
cess or f a i l u r e  of many an office-seeker was determined. 
One of the most famous political battles waged w i t h i n  the 
walls of the C a p i t a l  was that between J. D. Walker of 
Fayetteville an6 R .  W. Johnson of L i t t l e  Rock, both candi-  
dates for the Wnlted States Sena te  in 1879. Walker had 
headquarters in one end of t h e  hotel and Johnson in t h e  
other. From t h e i r  respective rooms one of the most rnernor- 
able  p o l i t i c a l  campaigns in the h i s t o r y  of the State was 
directed. 
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Before being converted i n t o  a h o t e l  the Denck la  b u i l d i n g  w a s  
involved in another and bigger  p o l i t i c a l  battle. In 1874 
the Brooks-Baxter War was being waged, and Pres ident  U l y s s e s  
S, Grant sent Federal t roops to intervene. The Denckla build- 
ing served as headquarters f o r  Federal officers.  It, alsa 
served as t h e  d i v i d i n g  line between the Brooks and Baxter  
forces, w i t h  the middle  ground in front of t h e  p r e s e n t  h o t e l .  
being occupied by Federal t roops  attempting to prevent a 
clash. 

In i t s  heyday the C a p i t a l  Hotel served as the temporary home 
for  L i t t l e  Rock's most distinguished v i s i t o r s ,  During h i s  
1880 v i s i t  to the city, Pres iden t  G r a n t  stayed at t h e  ~ e p i t a l ,  
and the facade received a new coat o f  ?a in t  in honor of t h i s  
spec ia l  guest. 

. - 

Business was so prosperous for the Capital  that a f o u r t h  
s to ry  was added to the or ig ina l  three s to ry  structure. In an 
advertisement publ ished in 1890 ,  it was ~nnounced  t h a t  t h &  
h o t e l  had been "enlarged, improved, refitted and. refurnished. 
A f e w  years later ano the r  a d d i t i o n  was made to the rear of 
the b u i l d i n g .  Tn the e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  t h e  lobby was 
e l e g a n t l y  redecorated; however, by t h i s  time the popularity 
of t h e  Capital  was beg inn ing  to wane. A r i v a l  hotel was 
opened across t h e  street, and was destined t o  replace the 
Capital as the p o l i t i c a l  and social  center of Arkansas. 

The C a p i t a l  H o t e l  has  never closed i t s  doors  for any great 
l eng th  of t i m e ,  but h a s  continually served the public s ince  
1877.  O t h e r  e s t ab l i shmen t s  have dominated the L i t t l e  Rock 
h o t e l  busjness i n  the twentieth century, but the Capital, 
u n l i k e  many, has  never been forced to close, Ironically, 
t h e  neighboring h o t e l  w3ick took and retained fo r  sixty 
years  the Capital's prominent p o s i t i o n ,  w i l l  soon be de- 
molished. Y e t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Capital Hotel w i l l  cont inue to 
stand as the visible r eminder  of a great era. Because of 
its ska te ly  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  its cas t  i r o n  front and i t s  h i s t o r i c  
role  as the State's most impor tan t  h o t e l ,  the C a p i t a l  Hotel 
is one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t  bui2dings  in Arkansas 
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