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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Capital Hotel opened January 22, 1877, as Little
Rock's finest hotel. Today after almost 100 years of
continual use the Capltal remains the most significant
structure of its kind in the State of Arkansas. ILocated
at Markham and Louisiana Streets in downtown Little Rock,
the Capital is constructed of brick with a facade of cast
iron. The basic dimensions of this four-story, white
painted structure measure one hundred thirty-two (132')
feet by one hundred thirty (130') feet.

This excellent example of Victorian grandeur boasts
seventeen bays across its facade. Projecting from the
center of the front elevation is a one-story portico
five bays in length and supported by .six columns with
Corninthian capitals. The second story porch deck

is enclosed by a simple wrought iron railing, and sur-
mounted by a canopy edged with decorative iron scroll
work.

Across the entire length of the first story the front
elevation has engaged Corinthian columns between each
bay. WwWith the exception of the deck projection on the
second floor, the second and third story facades are
identical with two sash, semi-elliptical headed windows

- separated by.squared Columns. The fourth story, added

about 1889, has a mullion window with transom between
each of the Corinthian capitaled pllasters.

Each corner .of the flat roof ends in a twec bay wide
gable with moulded cornice. Alternately spaced brackets

-and panels embellish the frieze, along with five circular,

decorative air vents, one under each gable and the others
centered above the three center bays.

The symmetry of the second and third stories of the north
facade 1s repeated on the west elevation. The first ten
windows each have an Italianate arch, while the last

five are segmentally arched with keystones. The fourth
story has segmental pediments over the first ten windows,
and segmental arches with keystones are over the last
five bays. All the windows have decorated lugsillis.

Both ends and the center of the roof have gables identi-
cal to those on the facade. Three decorative air wvents
and paired brackets embellish the plain frieze.
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7. Description (Continued - Page 2)

|
!
;

|

The south and east elevations of the Capital have faced '
alleyways throughout the building's history. Because these [
elevations were never intended for public view, they are
very plain with brick veneer and simple window construction.

On entering the main lobby of the Capital Hotel, one first
notices the inlaid tile flooring, the two parallel rows of
columns with uniquely deccrated capitals, and the gray
marble staircase located opposite the entrance. Both squared
marble and round painted columns support the exposed beams
which terminate in a recessed ceiling. Thick panels of high-
ly polished gray marble line the interior walls of the lobby.
On the west side is the hotel desk with the original wrought
iron grill work and etched glass panels.,

Divided flights of the stairway lead to a second floor
balcony which surrounds the light well over the rear part of
the lobby. The square skylight at the top of the light well
contains stained glass panes leaded together in a wooden
frame.,

Surrounding the second floor light well are round arches
supported by columns with Ionic capitals. A wrought iron
with polished brass railing lies between each of the cclumns.
Parallel rows of arcading lead to a parlor which opens onto

the veranda.

Most of the remaining area of the Capital is taken up by
hotel rcoms. Wide and spacious hallways are lined by door-
ways with symmetrically moulded trim and corner blocks.
Each room has a fifteen foot or higher ceiling. The base-
boards and window and door trim are made of polished wood.

Though several alterations have been made in the interior
and on parts of the exterior, the important changes were
made within a few years of the original construction and

are in keeping with the original style. Beneath the peeling
paint the Capital Hotel retains the grandiose Victorian ele-
gance of an earlier era.

———
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For one hundred years the Capital Hotel building has
stood in downtown Little Rock as a relic of the Gilded
Age of American history. From its opening in 1877 until
just after the turn of the century, the Capital was the
leading hotel in Little Rock and the center of public
life in the state.

The land on which the Capital now stands belonged for
many years to Judge George C. Watkins, a prominent ILittle
Rock attorney and Chief Justice of the Arkansas Supreme

Court. In June, 1872, the land was sold to Mr. wWilliam P.
Denckla. Mr. Denckla, one of the builders of the ILittle
Rock and Fort Smith Railroad owned several buildings on
the "Denckla block," and the building he. erected -on_ the
northwest corner became the most 1mportanb. ,

Using a cast iron front purchased in New Yerk and

shipped in pieces on a water route-to Little Rock, Mr,
Denckla built a three-story brick structure. When a
fourth story was later added to the building,.a cast

iron facade was included to harmonize with the cast iron
front on the lower floors. The Denckla building was
originally intended for stores and offices, and it filled
this capacity for the next four years.

During the 1870's Little Rock was growing and expanding
rapidly as the city recovered from the Civil War. In
1876 the wWeekly Arkansas Gazette described the need for
a public guest residence as an ". . . urgent necessity
that our city, just now struggling inteo life and sta-
bility, should have a public house for the accommodatiom
of the traveling community. The fitness of the build-
ing and site . . . demand the change" of the Denckla

building into a hotel.
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8. Significance (Continued - Page 2)

On December 21, 1876, Colonel A. G. DeShon and Major John D.
Adams leased the Denckla building, and within a month they
converted the office building intc a hotel. The Denckla
building was described as one of the finest edifices in the
50outh and a fair rival to model structures in Northern &ities.
Colonel DeShon altered the intericor to match the grand facade.

In deciding on a name for the planned hotel, Major Adams
asked a Little Rock lady to suggest a fitting title. Mrs,
Morehead Wright complied with the request, and her reply
was as follows:

Major John D. Adams: Appreciating the compliment
of being asked to name your hotel, I can think of
no name more appropriate than "The Capital Hotel™,
as it is a capital enterprise located in a capital
building, which will do honor to the capital of the
state, and I trust prove a capital success to your-
self and Maj. DeShon.

when the Capital Hotel operied on January 22, 1877, it was
beautifully furnished and had daintily figured carpets in
every room. Gas provided the lighting system throughout.
A magnetized annuciator enabled each guest to request
individual room service by merely pushing a button. In
keeping with the current fashion among first-class hotels,
the Capital provided its guests with a restaurant, bar,
barber shop and billiard hall.

For the next thirty years the Capital was the leading hotel
in Little Rock. It became the unofficial polltical head-
gquarters of the entire state, and within its walls the suc-
cess or failure of many an office-seseker was determined.
One of the most famous political battles waged within the
walls of the Capital was that between J. D. Walker of
FPayetteville and R. W. Johnson of Little Rock, both candi-
dates for the United States Senate in 1879. Walker had
headquarters in cne end of the hotel and Johnson in the
other., From their respective rooms one of the most memor-
able political campaigns in the history of the State was
directed.
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8. Significance (Continued - Page 3)

Before being converted into a hotel the Denckla building was
involved in another and bigger political battle. In 1874

the Brooks-Baxter War was being waged, and President Ulysses
S. Grant sent Federal troops to intervene. The Denckla build-
ing served as headquarters for Federal officers, It also
served as the dividing line between the Brocks and Baxter
forces, with the middle ground in front of the present hotel
being occupied by Federal troops attempting te prevent a
clash.

In its heyday the Capital Hotel served as the temporary home
for Little Rock's most distinguished visitors. During his
1880 visit to the city, President Grant stayed at the Cepital,
and the facade received a new coat of paint in honor of this

special guest.

Business was so prosperous for the Capital that a fourth

story was added to the original three story structure. In an
advertisement published in 1890, it was announced that theé
hotel had been "enlarged, improved, refitted and refurnished.®
A few vears later another addition was made to the rear of

the building. In the early twentieth century the lobby was
elegantly redecorated; however, by this time the popularity

of the Capital was beginning to wane. A rival hotel was
openad across the street, and was destined to replace the
Capital as the peclitical and social center of Arkansas.

The Capital Hotel has never closed its doors for any great
length of time, but has continually served the public since
1877. Other establishments have dominated the Little Rock
hotel business in the twentieth century, but the Capital,
unlike many, has never been forced to clese., Ironically,
the neighboring hotel which took and retained for sixty
vears the Capital's prominent position, will soon be de-
molished. Yet the historic Capital Hotel will continue to
stand as the visible reminder of a great era. Because of
its stately architecture, its cast iron front and its historic
role as the State's most important hotel, the Capital Hotel
is one of the most significant buildings in Arkansas

GPO 9271.724
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
39-665), T hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nationz] Register and certily that it has been

T hereby cartify that this property is included in the

Metional Register.

avaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
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4l .
| g . A P
Name” ,i Lz, # / / ST B
ATTEST:

“{wrlliam E. henderson

Title a_te_ Hicstrnric __Dr,:zc::r‘v;_\.i“'fu_n |
Officer Keeper of The National Register
‘l_’}att’ _March 8, 1974 Rte

GPo o3l-89

33

SNO!LDO2NYyLlLSNI




Form 10-300e UNMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC FLACES
INYENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Arkansas

COUNTY

Pulaski

~ FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Number all entries)

9. Major Bibliographical References (Continued - Page 1)

Pulaski County Deed Book, Deed Grantor Index W, 1800-1906,

P. 1027.

GP O 921.724




T FORM 10-301 A
(e/ 723 .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIQR

HATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or en close_wfrh photograph)

1. NAHE_

= -
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Capital Hotel
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Denckla Building
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2. LOCATION

STATE

Arkansas

COUNTY

Pulaski
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] Little Rock

STREET AMD NUMBER

117 West Markham Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

Robert Dunn

CATE

November, 1973
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Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

North elevation, viewed from the north.
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1. WAME

COMMON

Capital Hotel

TAND/GR HISTORIC

Denckla Building

NUMERIT CODE (Asaignad by NPS)

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWH

Arkansas Pulaski Little Rock

ETREET aAND NUMBER

117 West Markham Street

3. PHOTD REFERENCE

PHOTG CREDIT T DATE - [NEGATIVE FILED AT

Robert Dunn Novemper, 1973 Arkansas ngtorlC
Preservation Program

4, ID_ENTI'F]CATION

DESCRIBE YVIEW, DIRECTION,

ETC.

West elevation, viewed from the west.
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SCALE: 1:24000

oare: 1370
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