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hlstarie I-latthews House , 

and,or common - 
J 

2, Location 

streetLnumber 406 Goshen !!/A not for publlcatlon 

city, town North L i t t l e  Rock &%vicinity of congressi ona1 d i s  t r l  c t  Second 

state Arkansas d e  05 county Pu 1 as ki code 119 

3, C!assidicaShon 
Category Ownership 
- district . public 

~uildingfs) 4 private 
structure - both 
sile Publie Acquisition 

- object - in process 
- being considered 
N/A 

Status 
_3C occupied 
- unoccupied 
- work in progress 
Accessible 

yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
c o m m e r c i a l  park 
- educations t private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - Zransportatlon 
- military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
I name M~ andS:.lr-- 

Street & number 40-6-G0dpn - 
c f f ~ ~  town North Li t t l e  Rock . WAviciniiy of 

5. Location of Legal Description 
-- - ..- - 

courthouse, registry of deeds. etc. PUT as ki County Courthouse 

street number Markham and S ~ r i n a  Street 

~ib. tow,, L i  tt 1 e Rock state Arkansas 

"*I* ~//hasrpropertyinetermined eligible? - yes - no NJA 

- federal - state - eountv - local 

depositary lor survey records 

-;**# town -- -- state - 
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!ek one 
. unaltcre 
. altered 

Cendition Che Cheek one 
-t!L excellent d ed - d XI origknal site - 
- good r -x- moved date -- -- - 
- fair - ul r c ~ ~ u a ~ d  

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Described as "modernistic" by i t s  bu i  Ider and architect, the Matthews 
House, constructed i n  1928, i s  a s t a r t l i n g l y  fars ighted local interpretation 
of t he  modern movement. Built i n  North Little Rock by the Jus t in  Matthews 
Company as a show house f o r  the Park H i  11 subdivision, i t  was designed 
by t h e  company's architect,  Frank M. Camean (ca, 1880-1955). While the 

J exterior o f  the house has features characteristj c o f  the International 
Sty le ,  i t s  striking interior reveals an Art Deco influence. 

ELABORATION 

The Matthews House i s  an extraodinarily significant example o f  modern 
architecture, remarkable f o r  i t s  ear ly  date and important for i t s  role 
i n  t he  developmerit of Park H i  11. The structure 5 scomposi ti on o f  squares 
intersected by a cyl indrical stair tuwer, i t s  f l a t p o o f  and smooth ,. 
stucco wall s pierced by 1 arge casement windows are a1 1 features associated 
w i t h  the International Style. The two-story house was constructed o f  
concrete and s tee l  with walls o f  stucco over brick. Containing stairs 
and a hall on each floor,  the cylinder, which has a square f l a t  r o o f  
penetrated by a chimney, i s  slightly taller than the rest o f  the building..  
The  front (north) e leva t ion  i s  a f l a t  rectangle w i  tb a deeply recessed, 
open-air foyer a t  the west  corner, the rear wall o f  which t s  pierced by 
an open dooway w i t h  sloped sides. The f loor  of the foyer i s  tiled. . . .. .-  . 
The mai n entrance, which faces west, has a paneled mahogany door w i  th a 
smal I four-1 i g h t  window. Attached to the east side o f  the house i s  a 
garage t h a t  o r i g i  nal 1 y had a geometrical 1 y pa t t e rned  wood door. -Desi gned 
as a terrace, the railed roof o f  the garage i s  floored wi th  black and 
w h j t e  t i l e ,  which, l i ke  the foyer floor and upstairs bathroom, was l a i d  . . 
by Frank M. Camean, Jr. ,  who, like h is  father, was known thraughout  
t i t t l e  Rock as an exceptional craftsman. The roof terrace, originally 
reached t h rough  a door in the tower, is now reached through a door i n  
the upstairs study. The front  elevat ion has only two f i r s t  f l o o r  windows, 
a small S I X - l i g h t  casement-window t h a t  illuminates the entrance ha17 and 
a large 1 i v i n g  room window, the center of which i s  f ixed,  w i t h  a transom 
and casements on e i t he r  side. The second f loor  of the f r o n t  elevation 
has four large windows, each o f  which i s  a multi-paned combination of 
f ixed and casement units.  Throughout the house, windows are steel 
'Fenestra casements. A second f loor  window wraps around the west corner 
of  t h e  f r o n t  facade. Project ing  from the w e s t  corner an the  f i r s t  floor 
i s  a multi-sided wall t h a t  surrounds a garden patio.  A f ive -s ided  
fish/lily pool, visible from the l j w i n g  room, extends from the f ront  
facade beneath the l i v i n g  room wi.ndow. the west elevation, w i t h  two 
second f loor  corner wf ndows, has large f i r s t  floor windows and two 
French doors tha t  provide access t o  the walled garden f r o m  the l i v i n g  
room. A sloped-sided doorway i n  the garden wall leads t o  the  b a c b a r d .  
Clearly visible from the rear o f  the Matthews House i s  the stair tower 
t h a t  intersects w i t h  the east  wall , The rear e l e v a t i o n  i s  an asymmetri cal 



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-159 
- 1600-1 69 
-- 1700-1 79 
- 1800-1 892 
J. 1900- 

:k and jr 
- comrnt 
- conser 

Areas of SignHicanee--Chec ~st i ly  be 
- ... archeology-prehistoric - ~ n i t y  plan 
- - archeology-historic _ - vation 

agriculture --- economics 
architecture education 
art . - engineering 

.-. commerce explorationrsett., 
-- communications ,.... . Industry 

-, , invention 

low 
~ning . landscape architecture retigion 

.- law - science 
literature -:..' 'L, sculpture 

- military ,- social: 
- music humanitarian 

.. ,,, .. -_ philosophy - theater 
- politics.governrnent - transportation 

- other (specify) 

Specifit dates 
-- 

Builder:brehitect 1928 . - - - J u s t h -  Matt hwsJEr~ .amean-  
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

SUMMARY 
I 

The Matthews House i s  a s t r i k i n g  example of the International style of 
archi tecture as in terpreted f o r  a res iden t ia l  structure. I t  was cons t ruc t ed  
i n  1928 as a "show house" for the second phase o f  the Park H i  11 addit ion,  
an excl usi ve North L i  t t l e  Rock subdivision developed by Just in  Matthews. . . 
Park H i  11 was begun in 1927, and was the f i r s t  planned residential : ' c .  - 
subdivision i n  the  North L i t t l e  Rock'area. 'Considered a mcst innovative - ' .  ~. 
development, >i t was h igh ly  promoted. The Matthews house, r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  
promotional ads as a "modernistic house", was furnished and opened f o r  
pub1 i c v i  ehri ng f r o m  1928 through 1932. An estimated 28,000 people 
toured the house. Frank Camean, the designing architect for the Matihews . . 
Company, achi eved a sense o f  madern i ndi v i  dual i ty , simp1 i c i  ty , and 
purity of geometric form on t h e  exterior plans  o f  the Matthews House. 
In  c o n t r a s t ,  the i n t e r i o r  boasts d i s t i n c t i v e  Art Deco fea tures  t h a t  a r e  
rarely  found so i n t a c t  i n  Arkansas. 

ELABORATION , ~ . .  
-,; 8: 6 + : ,  , - ; ‘ a  * 2 . . i , r C. - :- i .  1. . " ' .  . - .  . 

Jus t in  Matthews had a tremendous Impact on the development o f  North , .  , 
L i t t l e  Rock. Matthews made a fortune i n  t h e  cotton-seed o i l  business i n  
Monti cell e, Arkansas, before he moved t o  North Li t t l e  Rock and invested 
h i s  money i n  real es ta te  development. Following his i n i t i a l  vhrk in'the 
l a t e  20's and early 30's i n  developing Park H i  11 , Matthews, forrriec! ,the, , . 
Metropol i t a n  Trust Compan'y whi  ch developed the Lakewood Addi t i o n ,  i ncl udi ng 
i t s  system 05 recreational lakes and open spaces. Matthews was also 
respons i b l  e for the d i  s ti ncti  ve Broadway Bridge across t h e  Arkansas : I 

River, and served for a t ime on t h e  S t a t e  Highway Commission because of 
his experience i n  constructing and paving several major highways i n  the 
s t a t e .  He was an innovat ive and daring developer who used promotions 
and original  ideas t o  ga in  p u b l i c  at ten t ion  for his pro jec ts .  Frank 
Carmean, the des i gn i  ng archi tect for  the  Jus  t i  n Matthews Company, was 
sent by Matthews t o  Texas and southern California t o  report and study 
any modernist ic structures. Carman returned and designed not only t he  -, -. - . .. - 
Matthews House, b u t  drew plans for many other houses i n  the  Park H i l l  
addi t i o n  and throughout  Marth C i  t t l e  Rock, i ncl uding t he  Ol d lli 11 a t  

. I - ,  
La kewood. This fanciful rendering o f  a m i  1 l serve's as a 'park for area 
res i dents. 

Unable t o  f ind a buyer, t he  Matthews family retained the  home t h rough  
the  depression years. Ma t thews ' son, John, moved i n t o  the house w i  t h  
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arrangement of geometric shapes punctured by casement windows o f  various 
s izes .  

The outstanding in ter ior  was clearly influenced by the Art Deco Style .  
Furnished w j t h  Deco furniture, fabrics, rugs, l i g h t  f i x tures  and hardware, 
the Matthews House was the taf k of Lit t le  Rock. Despite the absence of 

I 

the o r i g i  nal furniture, the jnter ior  i s  amazi ngly in tac t .  Throughout 
t h e  house, walls are of plaster with a variety of surface textures. 
Dominating the entrance hall are winding stairs posi t ioned i n  the tower. 
Puncturing the smooth tower wall i s  a shelved niche and a narrow window. 
The treads of the stairs are of polished wood, while t h e  risers each 
have two arch-shaped cut-outs and are painted white. In place of a 
railing, a heavy mpe i s  attached to the tower wall. Distinctive geometrical 
patterns are repeated th roughout  the house: s tepp6d projections decorati ng 
walls are  found i n  the entrance ha1 1, above the f i  rep1 ace, and stepped 
recessed a1 coves are repeated i n  the bath and in t he  living room. The 
sloped-si ded doorway, twice seen on the  exterior, appears between the 
entrance ha17 and the 1 i v i n g  mom. Particularly distinctive i s  the 
fireplace which has an aspmetrical mantel consisting of projecting 
geometric shapes wi th  a stepped wall and shelved niche above. Separating 
the living room and d in ing  room are two octagonal columns w i t h  chevron 
d e t a i  1 i ng , between whi ch i s a bui 1 t- i n counter wi th niches be1 ow. The 
bathroom, which along w i t h  two bedrooms and a study is  located upstairs, 
fea tu res  a black and whj te  ti 1 e floor and tub surround 1 a i d  i n  a gesmetri c 
pa t te rn .  The integri ty of the  interior i s  further evidenced by beaut i fu l  
hardwood floors,  o r i g i  nal art-glass 1 i g h t  fi xtures and A r t  Deco hardware. 

A7 terations to the Ma tthews House incf ude the en1 argement o f  the upstaf rs 
den, t h e  extension o f  the roof terrace and enlargement o f  the dining 
room and kitchen from t h e  rear. While add i t ions  have been made, such as 
a washroom, ha1 f-bath, awnings , carport and new roof terrace rai 1 i ngs , 
they are sympathetic t o  the or4 g i  nal design. The driveway which was 
repaved 1 ong ago, o r i g i n a l l y  consisted of two cement strips w i t h  steps 
i n  between. 
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his  w i f e  Martha in 1932. I n  1945, Matthews s o l d  the house t o  Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene Woods, who occupied i t  wnt i  I i t s  recent purchase by M r .  and 
Mrs. Charley Baxter. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
J u s t i n  Matthews, I1 I 
Mrs .  Martha Rebsamen Matthew$ 
Mrs. .E, H. .i!oods 
A h t r a c t  ofb'ti t;e $71575 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage at nominated property _'l ~S-Q~L 

Quadrangle name North L i t t l e  Rock 
U7 M References 

A Ld 1 5 1  I3 13 1814 17 10 u n I 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale x f $ + O a f l  

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary.description and Jwsttfi~ation . -. - I I 

Lots 15, 16 and 17; Block 128; Park H i l l  Additton 
-. . 

l i s t  all states and counties Ibr proparties overlapping state or county boundaries 

*ate I 4  f A code county code 

state code countv code 

1 1 Form Prer~ared BY 
-- - - - - - - - 

namettitle Mr. and Mrs. Charley Baxtes (Edited by s t a f f  of Arkansas his tog-c Presewation Progran 

organization Owner - date August 8, 1983 -- 

atreet & number 406 Goshen telephone @ D l )  758-6336 1 
, -. 

cIty or town North Little Rock Arkansas , 

2 State Historic Preservation Officer Ceatif ication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- nettonal -- state L local 
- - - . -. - . 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the NitlonaC Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
6651, 1 hereby nominste this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify thaNt has Wen evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set 

State Hlstoric Preservation Officer signature . . 

titre State His tor ic  Preservation Officer date 
- 

Far NPS use onb 
I hereby certify that this property Is Included in the national Register 

date 

K-r of the National Register 

Attest: date 
Chief of Resistration - 

















Matthews House 
North L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas 
Sarah Brown, photographer 
November, 1982 
Negat ive  on f i l e  a t  AHPP 
Interior s t a i  may 



Matthews House 
North L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas 
Sarah arown, photographer 
November , 1982 
Negat ive on f i l e  a t  AHPP 
In ter ior  doorway 



Matthews House 
North L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas 
Sarah Brown, photographer  
November, 1 952 
Negative on f i l e  a t  AHPP 
Interior 



Ka tt hews House 
North Li t t le  Rock, Arkansas 
Sarah Brown, photographer 
Aovernber , 1982 
Hegatj ve on f i l e a t  AHPP 
Mantel and Plas te r  Detail 
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Matthews House 
Nor th  C i  t t l  e Rock, Arkansas 
Sarah Brown, photographer 
Novernbe r , 1 982 
Negat i  ve on fi I e a t  AHPP 
Interior 



Matthews House 
North L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas 
Sarah Brown, photographer 
November, 1982 
Negat ive on f i l e  a t  AHPP 
Bathroom detai 1 s 


