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- Occupying an elevated site where Skyline Drive intersects with Link and W l e y  Sweets in 
N m h  Little Rock's Park Hill neighborhood, the Justin Matthews, Jr. House is a large, 
architect-designed example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style. As such, it is om especially 

? important resource in the Greater Little Rock area, where few large-scale examples of Spanish 
Colonial Revival architecture ae found. Designed about 1928 by Little Rock architect Max 
F. Mayer, the house exhibits all of the major characterissics assmiad with the Spanish 
Colonid ReVivaI style: tile mf, stucco walls, wrought-iron mework and arched doors and 
windows. More particularly, the house falls into what sometimes is termed the "Mediterranean" 
subcategory of the Spanish Colonial. Revival style. Evidence of the 'MMedi&rrmmV ininfence 
includes the sophisticated use of arches, both inside and outside, as well as the psence of 
casement windows, cantilevered balconies, and an interior courtyard or atrium. 

Elaboration I 

The setting of the Justin Matthews, Jr, House--a hill above the intersection of three seeets- 
-enhances the presence of a house that would be imposing under any circumstances, The large 
residence is sited at the rear of the four lots it occupies, creating an expansive front lawn 
(nearly 280 feet wide) which adds to the commanding appearance the house presents to the 
street. A driveway runs up the hill h m  Link Sweet, across the front of the house, and back 
down to Dooley S m t .  

The main (south) facade of the house is divided asymmetrically ininto three parts. Visually 

1 dotninant is the projecting central section, which is rectangular ia plan with a low-pitched, 
gabled roof. On the west side of this section is a square, two-story enny 'tower" with hipped 
roof; to the east stands a tw~story, gable-mfed wing. Here, as elsewhere, the exterior walls 
of the house are stucco (painted white) and the roof is red tile. Uncovered terraces, defmed 
by low stucco walls, flank she main entrance, one mmhg down the west side of the entry 
tower and the other wrapping around the central section of the main facade. 

On the frst floor of the central section is the main facade's strongest visual element: a series 
of three mdti-paned, arched windows. These large windows span the south wall of the living 
m. East of the arched windows, a pair of wooden casement windows marks the interior 
location of the dining mom. This pair of casements, as well as a single casement located 
m u n d  the cwnm in the east wall of the central section, are glazed with leaded glass arranged 
in a striking gwmehic pattern. 

Above these arched windews are three windows that open into the master bedroom. Like the 
majority of windows in the house, these windows are double-hung, with six panes. Typical 
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of the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the master M m m  windows--and a l l  windows in the 
house-hare deep reveals and are devoid of trim other than the wooden sill, Em of the 
'bedroom windows is a small bathroom window covered by a wrought-iron grille. Farther east, 
h t l y  above the dining noom casement windows, is a set of arched French doors that open 
from a k c b o r n  onto a cantilevered balcony with 8 c k m t i v e  wrought-iron railing. 

A flight of h a d ,  semi-circular, brick-covered steps lads from the driveway to the main 
entrance to the house, located in the entry tower on the west end of the main facade. The 
arched doorway, set deeply into the wall behind a graduated series of arched messes, retains 
its original double-leaf, paneled door. This d m  opens into a tile-floored entry hall, above 
which is a room-comprising the second stmy of the entry tower--that originally served as a 

I sleeping pwch. b a t e d  adjacent to the master bedsoom, this room is encircled by wooden 
casemeot windows. (The original multi-paned casements recently have been replaced by new 
w d e n  casements wish undivided panes, Plans call for removable w d e n  muntins to be 
installed, thus repIicating the windows W g i n a l  mul ti-paned appearance.) 

At the east end of the main facade, a two-story wing contains the &hen and breakfast room 
on the fmt flw with two bedrooms above. A second-stwy balcony wish wooden balustrade 
is the distinctive feature of t h i s  wing's south facade. Opening onto the bdmny is a set of 
pointed arched French doors. A large exterior chimney is the fwd point of the east facade 
of the wing. (Behind this wing is an unused swimming p l  which was added to the pmpeny 
in the late 1960's and now is scheduled to be removed) 

Two ells project $om the rear (north) facade of the house. At the west end of the house, 
behind the enny tower, a one-story ell originally contained a powder room and library. 
Damaged by a fallen tree branch and never r e p a i d  the roof of this ell leaked badly for many 
years, irreparably damaging the library's original walnut paneling and causing the roof 
smcture, wall studs, woodtn floor, and floor joists to rot. During recent rtbabiIitntion work, 
this room had to be completely rebuilt. The original exterior appearance was maintained, but 
the interior was converted to use as a small self-conrained apartment comprised of kdrmm, 
bath, living and galley kitchen. 

* A w s t a t y ,  gable-mfed ell projects fiom the rear (north) facade of the house just cast of 
the semi-circular stairwell, which is located immediately behind the dining room. This ell 
originally contained a garage on the first floor wih servant's q m m  above, Plans call for 
the garage eventually to b m e  a reemtion mom, and the servant" quarters have been 
converted for use as a playroom, Originally, access to the second-story servant's quarters was 
povided only by an exterior stairway that leads to a cansiIevesed, w d n  balcony on the west 
side of h e  ell. (During rehabilitation, minor modifications were made in the original floorplan 

- to provide direct access from the main pm of the house to what now is the p l a p m . )  
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The balcony over1ooh an enclosed courtyard created by the rear facade of the central section 
of the house, the two ells, and a smcco wall that ms dong the rear of the property line 
l m v e t n  the ells. In &?ition to the s thvay  from the balcony, the courtyard can be entered 
both from the garage and from the main section of the house. Two arched openings, secured 
by decorative wrought-iron grillework, lead into the courtyard from the garage, A series of 
three multi-paned, archd openings (now two windows and a set of doors bur originally three 
sets of doors) provide access  from the house. 

The t h e  archways open into a groin-vaulted gallery that runs along the north side of the 
living mrn, which is "'sunken" threc steps below the level of the gallery (and the rest of the 
first flax of the house). The sophisticated use of arches, a halImark of the "Mediterranean" 
subcategory of the Spanish Colonial R e r i d  style, is particularly evident in this area of the 
house. The living room is divided from the gallery by h arched openings that echo the 
archways overlmking the courtyard on the nwth and the arched windows in the living room"$ 
south wall. Two arched openings spanned by wrought-iron grillework divide the living room 
f m  the adjacent dining room. 

f 
A large &place (one of three b a t  me otighal to the house) is centered on the west waU of 
the living room, opposite the dining room. The fireplace is flanked by wall niches topped by 
scalloped "Moslem" arches, Dark beams span the living room's high ceiling. WalIs in the 
living room--as well as in the entry hall, gdery, dining room, stairwell, and second-story 
hallway--have heavily textured plaster surfaces. 

A final noteworthy interior feature is the semi&ular stahell, where a m t i l e d  s W e  
with simple iron railings winds its way to the second flow. The stairwell's tall, narrow 
windows contain diamond-shaped panes of lead4 glass. 
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fim~ Criterion C, local significance 

- Originally mupied by zhe son of the developer of Nmh Little Rock's Park Hill 
neighmood, the Justin Matthews, Jr. House was one t$ the fmt houses built in "Edgemont,'" 
a section of Park Hill planned by the developer to become an exclusive enclave of upper- 
middle class residences. Designed a b u t  1928 by Max F. Mayer, an architect who was 
responsible for the homes of many affluent Little Rock residents, the house was intended to 
help set the pace for Edgcmont's development. The architectural sryle of the hause, Spanish 
Colonial Revival, is unusual for a residence of its size in the Greater Little Rock area, where 
the well-to-do usually chose to build new homes during the 19203 in ine Colonial Revival, 
English Revival, or-occasiunally-French Eclectic vein (and frequently chose Max Mayer to 
do the design work). The Justin Manhews, Js, House is simcant both as an excellent, and 
scarce, large-scde example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style in the &eater Little Rock 
area and as a re.eminder of an imporrant phase in the development of Park Hill. 

Elaboration 

1 Justin Matthews, Sr., a native of Monticello, Arkansas, who moved to Little Rock about 19 1 1, 
kgan development of Park WilI with the platting of the first few blwks in 1921. The platting 
of Park went on in piecemeal fashion for many years, as Matthews waited for one section 
of lots to begin fmg up with houses More opening another, Destined eventdy to 
encompass 1600 acres of land, Park Elill remains one of the largest subdivisions ever platted 
in North Little Rock or Little Rock. 

Matthews had laid the gmundwwk far suburban residential develaprnent in North Little Rock 
by playing hsmmenzsl roles in the successful completion of two major capital improvement 
projects that & North Little Rock m &y accessible from Little Rock. He is credited 
with having masterminded construction of the Broadway Bridge, one of two bridges built over 
the Arkansas River between Little Rock and Nwth Little Rock during the early twentieth 
centmy, and with having spearheaded a campaign to pave 152 blmks of streets in North Little 
Rock. Both of these projects were publicly funded through impmvemcnt districts--and both 
helped to ensure the success of Matthews%velopment of Park Hill. 

Intmstingly, Justin Matthews, Sr. 4id not m v e  to Fark HiEl until h s t  two decades after 
he kgan &velopment. From about 1911 to 1915, he lived in the area of Little Rock now 
encompassed by the Governor's Mansion Historic District (NR 5/19/88), and then he moved 
to Pulaski Heights, a suburban Little Rock neighborhod with which Park Hill competed fur 
residents. While advertising that Park HllI had "many advantages over Pulaski Heights," 
Matthews himself did not leave Maski Heights for Park Hill until about 1940! 
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Uatthews"1desz son, Justin Matthews, Jr., however, did move to Park Hill dufing the zarty 
years of the neighborhods &velopmeat The youngcr Matthews and his f d y  lived at 21 1 
Plainview k l e  in Park Hill 'before moving to 257 Skyline Drive in 1928. At tbe 6me he 

5 moved into his new residence, Justin Matthews, Jr. was vice-president of the Metropolitan 
Trust Company, a h n  founded by his father to aid in the development of Park Hill. 

Skyline Drive (initially cded "&st Road") is the major m t  in what miginally was hawn 
as the 'W~dgemnt" section of Park Hill, an m a  of cuntilineat smts that was opened for 
development in 1927 by the Justin Matthews Company, another business organized by Justin 
Matthews, Sr, In a promotional k h u r e  touting Edgemont, the company stated that the new 
area" ""beautiful homesires afford an unMken southern exposure, and wonderful views of the 
twin cities." Skyhe Drive winds along the mst  of a hill overlooking the Arkansas River and 
downtown Little Rock. 

A ldrawing of the Justin Matthews, Jr. House was featured on the cover of the Edgemont 
brochm and it appeared again inside the brochure. A photograph of the site on which the 
house was to bt buiIt also was included in the brochure, and the same photopph appeared 
in the '"hsas Gazette" on December 4, 1927, with a caption noting that "wark will soon 
k commend on a $50,000 home which will be located on the beautiful rolling plot in the 
f m p u n d  of this scene." me developes" use of the house as an example of the type of 
development hat  would k taking place in Edgemont u n d e d  two facts: Edgemnt was 
intended to appeal to affluent homebuyen, and construction of the Justin Marthcws, Jr. House 
was intended to illustrate the scale of the development appropriate for Edgement. 

b The E d p o n t  brochm identifies Max F. Mayer as the architect of the Justin Matthews, Jr. 
House, another indication that the house was intended to k a andsetter in Park Hill. In 
1927, the Justin Matthews Company had hired Frank Carmean, a building wnmctor, to m e  
as "superintendent in charge of building operations." Soon, however, the company was calling 
Camem an "archim" Although Crarrnean did design (or "plan") many of the houses built 
in Park Hill, including ones in Edgemont, a architect was hiTed to &sign the Justin 
Matthews. Jr. House. 

B m  in San Antonio, Texas, in 1887, Max F. Mayer received a degree in mhi~tura l  
engineering Erom Texas A & M University. He came to Little Rock around 1920 to work as 
a draftsman far George R Mann and Eugene John Stem, two of Arkansas' most prominent 
early-twentieth century architects, By 1923, however, M a w  had established his own practice, 
and he soon made a name fox himself as the designer of the sorts of large perid revival 
houses that were popular with wll-t*do Little Rock residents. French Eclectic, Colonial 
Revival, and English Revivd houses designed by Mayer are sprinkled through the affluent 
19203-vintage neighborhoods of Little Rock. 
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In departing Zrom tad pmcdent to &sign a Spanish Colanial Revivd-style house for Justin 
Marthews, Jr., Uax Mayer simply may have k e n  responding to the tastes of the &velopers 
of Park Hill, w h m  s d e r  houses in the Spanish Colonial Revival style are fairly common 
(at least by comparison to neighborhds of the same vintage elsewhere in the Greater Little 
Rock area). As a San Antonio native, Mayer had reason to be well-acquainted with Spanish- 
influenced buildings, and he is known to have taken part in the design of at least me other 
major example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style in Arkansas. While employed by Mann 
and Stem, he was chief designer of the Quapaw Bathhouse, an exuberant rendition of the 
Spanish Colonial Revival style located on Bathhouse Row in kIot Springs, Arkansas. For 
whatever reason, Mayer prduced a Spanish Colonial Rcvivd-style residence for Justin 

I Matthews, Jr. that, in terns of size and quality of design, is virtually unrivaled in the Greater 
Little Rock area, 

Despite Edgemnt's auspicious s t a t ,  neither the neighbarhood nar Justin Matthews, Jr. was 
able to ride out the Depression unscathed. Construction largeIy came to a halt in Edgmont 
during the 1930's, and when it resumed after W d d  War II, the scale of development was 
considerably more modest than the example set by the Justin Mathews, Jr. House in 1928. 
Unfortunately, the f m e s  of the house paralleled those of the neighborhd: Justin Matthews, 
Jr lost the house in 1932, and it h n e d  in foreclosure untiI 1942, when it finally was sold 
for $12,500--much less than the orim construction cost. From 1942 op the present, the 
house has had seven different owners, two of whom lost the house due to financial difficulties. 
For m y  years, the scale of the house seems to have made it a 'white elephant" in Park Hill- 
-it was an uppr?incpme residence in a middle-income neighborhood Now, however, Park 
Hill is being "ssdiscoveted'9y aft?uent young professionals, and the Justin Matahews, Jr. 
House is undergoing a long-overdue rehabilitation. 

A striking example of the Spatnish Colonid Revival style designed by a popular and skillful 
local architect, the Justin Marthews, Jr. House stands as a reminder of the perid when 
Tdgemont  in Park Hill" was poised to become one of the Greater Little R d  area" most 
exclusive neighborhoods. 

I 
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