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-- ---- -=e,-== 

11 Name of Property -- -------- - ------ -- --Em=== 

historic name: Owinas House 

other nameJskte number: PFJ 0087 

street & number: 563 Skvline Drive 

n o t  $or publication: M I A  

city/tawn: North L i t t l e  Rack vicinity: l4-& 

i tate:  county: pukaski code: AR 339_ zip code: 72116 

C - - - - - - . - - . I - - - - l - . - - - - - - - - - - - -  --------- ...................................... 
3, ~lassifieation 
- _ - - _ I - - - - - - C C Y - - - I I - + - - I - - I - - - -  - -------I,,== 

ownership of Property: private 

Category Property : 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 bui-ldings 
. .sites 
structures 
objects 

1 Total  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: NJA 

Name of re lated multiple property listing: pre-Depression Houses and 
outbuildinss of "Edqemont in.Park . . H i l l u f  

> .-- 8 I ' .. , - .. - > . . 
. .- 



~ = - - - , - - = = - - e = = t ~ - A = - - , = -  --- ---- --------- ----------- 
4. Statefledera1 Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination 
request for  determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in t h e  National Register of 
Historic Places and m e e t s  the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 6 0 .  In my opinion, the property X meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 
s h e e t .  

4 - ~ 4 9 r  
Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Proaram 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
~eg i s t e s  criteria. - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

--------*d-----p-------------- ---- ------ __I_--__----_--L-_III--I-----II---------1----------- 

5 .  National Park Service C e d f i c a t i o n  ------------------------------- ....................................... ---------------- ---------------- -- -- 
I, hereby certify t h a t  this property is: 

- entered in the National Register - See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible f o r  the  

National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined no t  eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from-the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

- ------- ................................. -------------- 
6. Function or Use ------- ------------------ 
_--_I__------- ---------------- ----------- ------------- 
Historic: ~omestic Sub: Sinsle Dwellins 

Domestic Secondary Structure 

Current : Domestic Sub: S i n s l e  Dwellins 
~omestic ' Secondarv ~ t r J c t u r e  



7, Description 
__-LII_I_I_---I-d---- ------------------- t ~ l r v . - - I = = = = , , = = =  

dchitectural  Classification: 

ate  19th and 20 Centurv Revivals/ 
Spanish C o l o n i a l  Revival 

Other Description: 

Materials: foundation Brick roof Other-/Tile 
walls Brick other Metal/Iron 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. X See continuation 
sheet. 

------------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - C ~ f . r ~ ~  ---* -- 
8, Statement of Significance 

Certifying o f f i c i a l  has considered the significance of this property in 
relatian to other properties: Locallv 

Applicable National R e g i s t e r  Criteria: A,C 

criteria Considerations (Exceptions): J?/A 

,xeas of Significance: ,Architecture 
Community ~lannins and Development 

PeriodCs) of Significance: 1927-28 

Sign i f i can t  Dates: 1927-28 

Significant Person(s): N I A  

Cultural A f f  iliatien: N/A 

ArchitectJBuildes: h s i a n e d  bv Frank Carmean/ 
Built bv the J u s t i n  Matthews Comwanv 

State significance of property, and just i fy  criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X see continuation sheet. - 



X - See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on f i l e  (NPS): 

- preliminary determination of individual listing ( 3 6  CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined e l i g i b l e  by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary -cation of Additional Data: 

- State historic preservation office 
Other state agency 

- Federal agency 
- Lacal government 
- University 
- O t h e r  -- Specify Repository: 
==rl====m==F-===-===========----==-,,----====== 

10, Geographical Data -------------- ---------------- - , - - - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - = = = ~ - = = = = = = = - - - -  
Acreage of Property: Less than one 

lFTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 
Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet, 
Lots 10, 11, and 12, block 105, Park H i l l  Addition to the City of N o r t h  
L i t t l e  Rock 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 
This boundary includes a l l  of the l o t s  o r ig ina l ly  platted far  the 
canstruction o f  this resource, plus one additional l o t  t h a t  has been added to 
the property since the construction of t h e  house, 

------ -- ,,,====~======~====~=-====~,,,,,-- 
11. Form Prepared By 

-llll--l---------_ll--------l_I_--- 
I-========-------------r------------------h--h--------- 

N a m e p i t l e :  Chervl G. Michols/consultant/edited by AHPP staff 

~rganization:~istor~, Inc, Date:3/31/92 

City or Town: Little Rock State:& Z I P :  7 2 2 0 6  
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Summary 

Virtually unchanged since its construdon in 1927-28, the Owings House falls into the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style category, altbough its brick veneer makes it an atypical example of that 
styIe. The design of the house does include, however, such common Spanish Colonial Revival- 
style features as a tile mf, arched openings, and iron grillework. Behind the house, the 
original fmne garage and maid's quasters still exisl but has been altered with the addition of 
a second story. 

Elaboration 

Facing east on a spacious site originally comprised of two lots with f CiQ feet of frontage on 
Skyline Drive, the brick-veneered Owings House has a low-pitched gabled roof covered with 
green Mission ti Ie. The main (east) facade is divided almost equally into two halves, a one-story 
wing containing the living room and a two-story section that encompasses the rest of h e  house. 

T%e g m n d  flmr of the h~c~story section contains the recessed main entryway and a row of 
three casement windows which open into a small s u n m m  lmted adjacent to the entry hall. 
On the second floor, centered under the front-facing gable, is a recessed balcony defined by a 
pair of arched openings and a decorative iron sailing. In  the east facade of the one-story living 
m m  wing are WQ " bdlconetsw consisting of fanlight-topped French dmrs with decorative iron 
railings. A broad chimney stack rises at the north end of the living room wing. 

- 
At the rear of the house, a patio is situated in the space between the living room wing and the 
main two-story section. Two sets of French dmrs open from the living mrn onto the patio. 
Except for the French windows and the sunroom's casement windows, a11 of the windows in the 
house have six-over-six, double-hung sashes. 

Very Iittle about the Olwings Rouse has changed since November of 1927, when it was described 
in a local newspaper as being "of S p i s h  design" arid "built of face brick." The newspaper 
article atso noted that "omamentaJ iron work is being used on the balcony and the front windows 

I -. . of the living room. - " - . . .  ., - .  - _ . .  . _  
- .  . . 

Behind the Owings House, the original M e  two-car garage and maid" quarters was 
substantiall: dteed, perhaps in the 1 9 5 0 ' ~ ~  with the constructio? of a second-story addition. 
The alteration is evident because the second floor's novelty siding does not match the original 

- 
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namrw weatherhard siding on the f i s t  floor. 

The living room, with its beamed ceiling and stuccoed chimney breast, is the highlight of the 
Owings House's interior, which--like most Edgemont houses-fatures several arched doorways. 
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summary Criteria A and C, local significance 

The Owings House is architecturnIy significant as an o n a l W  lexampIe of the Spanish Colonial 
Revival style and also is significant in the area of community planning and devtIopmen t because 
it was the first house completed in "Edgemont in Park Hill," where it may have been me of 
Frank Catmean's first designs for the Justin Matthews Company. The house was bviIt for Mr. 
and Mrs. Benjamin F. Owings, placing it in the minority of Edgernont houses that were built 
to suit specific buyers. The well-documented early history of the house, which was lost by Mr. 
and Mrs. Owings in 1935, also vividIy illustrates the effect the Depression had on EGgemont. 

Elaboration 

The Arkansas Gazette of Novemba 20, 1927, &ed a pen and ink drawing of the Owings 
House with a caption that said the house would " m n  be completed in Edgemufit in Park Hill 
for Mr. B, E. Owings of the Kelihex Construction Company." The same issue of the Gazette 
contained the announcement of F m k  Camean's employment by the Justin Matthews Company 
to serve as "superintendent of building operations. " Consequently, the Owings Hous  may have 
been one of Carmean" very first designs for the Justin Mattbews Company. A photograph of 
the finished Owings House appeared in !he 1928 promotional brachure for "Edgernont in Park 
HiU, " which identified the house as the "Sky Line Drive home of Benjamin F. Owings, . . . " 

In January of 1928, Owings and his wife, Mary, formally purchased the house for $4,558.70 
from Metropolitan Trust Company, where a file on the transaction-marked 'Foreclosedw-stdl 
exists. The file indiates  that Mr. and Mrs. Owhgs paid $700 in a s h  and financed the balance 
of $3,808.70, with monthly payments of $47.50 due t~ Metropolitan. The record of their 
mortgage payments tells the story of how the effects of the Depression graddly took hold. The 
Owingses made all of their payments through 1928 and 1929, but only three payments wme 
made in eaeh of 1930 and 193 1. 

Correspondence in the Owings House file indiates that Metropolitan Trust Company went to 
considerable lengths trying to avoid foreclosure. Early in 1932, all past-due payments were 
waived, and Mr. Owings was to begin making half payments in March of that year. However, 
even the reduced payments were not fofihcoming, and in June of 1932, Mr. Owings notified 
Justin Matthews, Jr. that he had mwed to Dallas and the house was being rented to "a Mr. 
George." When Mr. George could not be located, Justin Matthews, Jr. took charge of renting 
the house and continued to correspond with Mr. Owings, still W g  to avoid a foreclosure. 
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Unfortunately, Matthews' efforts were unsuccessful, and Mr, md Mrs. Owings finally lost the 
house in Jmuary of 1935. 

Like s e v d  of its neighbors in Mgemont, the Owings House was then rented to tenants for 
several years until finally king sold again, to Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Elmer, in 1941. The 
Elmers remained until 1945, when the house was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Alex 0. Gorder, 
The present owners bought the house from the Gotdm in 1957. , 

Tn addition to its significance as the first house completed in Edgemont, the Owings House is 
significant as a virtually unchanged example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style, and as a well- 
documented iUustmtion of the toll taken by the Depression on Edgemont. 
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Mkansas Gazette, November 20, 1927, Part II, p. 11. 

"Edgemont in Park Hill" Brochure, 1928. 

Little Rwk-North Little Rock city directories for the year 1928 through 1958, 

"Luts 11 & 12, Block 105, Park Hill," file at Metaopolitm Trust Company, North Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

Pulaski County Deed Records: Book 192, g. 498; Book 275, p. 276; Book 326, p. 518. 
























