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The FauCette Building, located on N o r t h  L i t t l e  Rock's Main Street, is 

. . -  .historically significant in its-representati~n of William C.  and J m s  Peter 
.' Faucette. The Faucette brothers w e r e  instrumental. in the establishment and 
development of the city of 1 1 o r t ~  Little Rock. 

. "  
Subsequently the brothers opened the area's first electric p o w e r  plant 

which they later sold to the c i t y  of Argenta (nm- called the N o r t h  Little 
Rock Electric Company).  The brothers also built the f irst  ice factory in 
Argenta and opened a private bank called Faucette Brothers (later r e n a ~ s d  
the Twin C i t y  Bank) at 405 Main Street. ' 

"The story of the city of Argenta begins and ends with the Paucette 
I 

brothers, William C. and James Peter," who first arrived from Mississippi 
at the swampy sett lement of Argenta in 1878 when William was thirteen and I 
James was eleven, In 1885, both men sett led in the 'city of lakes,' 2 a farming 
village inhabited by 600 people withuut any Scm of municipal government 

ir 
except a constable and several just ices of the peace-3 Although Argenta i 
did boast a post office, there were no street lights and no paved streets, i 
only plank sidewalks; there existed no water and. sewage systems, no police I 
department and no Eire department, w i t h  volunteer forces and a local bucket 
brigade to handle such contingencies.- -Both brothers would be i n s t m e n t a l  

I 
! 

in establishing Argenta as a - c i t y  and in malding its future koth politically 
and economically, Both m e n  wou>d also serve three , terms as rayor of the 
city they helged to build.. 

The Cairo and Fulton Railroad (now the Irissouri Pacif ic)  biad their  
shops on t he  n o r t h  side of the Arkansas River with access to LZlittle Rock 
£ram the south only by the Baring Cross Railroad Bridge. The Faucette 
brothers worked as engineers on t he  railroad until. 1890 when they purchased 
frmn the L i t t l e  Rock and Memphis Railway Company L o t  f6, Block 30 in the 
tm of Argenta, a peiee of property iacated on the NE comer of Newton 
Avenue and Beulah Streets [now Main and 4 t h  Streets).  On this 25' x 90' - 
site, the  brothers buil t  a rectangular two-story struetur& with a res- 
taurant-saloon on the ground floor and a rooming house for railroad men 
on the second floor, The t w o  brothers purchased a generator and installed 
the first electric lights in Argenta at this same location. 

I 
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Also in 1890, the aspiring community of Axgenta filed papers to incar- . 
porate; however, Little Rock, i t s  affluent n e i g h h r  across the river, quidk- 
ly responded by passing legislation to amex Argenta and thereupon made it 
the  8th Ward of L i t t l e  Rock. W.C. Faucette even served as one of the two ' 

elected alderman to represent North Litt le Rock after the annexation. 
I 

1 

"The Fauce t t e  brothers fought against {this l annexation of Argenta 
by Little Rock in 1890 and lost. It was t h i r t een  years later when, ( the t w c  
compatriots) instigated legislation that enabled the 8th (lard north of the 
river to establish itself independently .-"4 W .C. TFaucette was ' elected to ' 1 

the state legislature in 1902 to introduce the innocent looking Hoxie- 
Walnut Ridge Bill, actual ly  a clever plan he devised  for  separating Forth-' 3- A 

Little Rock f r o m  Little Rock which was dram up by James P. Clarke, later U. S. 
%tor, Once this goal was accomplished, W i l l  Faucette was elected f i r s t  
mayor of N o r t h  Little Rock in 1904 and the city's name reverted back to 
Argenta. It was the Faucette Brothers ' Bank that financed the fledging 
city's payroll until revenues were collected to s-bppert city employees. 

1 
. - I 

W i l l  served as mayor u n t i l  1909 and his brother J i m ,  t he  third mayor of I 
N o r t h  Little Rock, served as mayor from 1911-1917. Althouqh K.C. Faucette had 
planned the City X a L i  (- l isted on the Nat iona l  Register of Bistor ic  Places 8-6-TSj, 
he died before it was finished. His brother Jim would see it completed and I 

Zedicated C i t y  Hall to Will's i n i t i a t i v e  and m e m o r y  in t h e  form of  a bronze 
tablet. ! 

On January 17, 1930, J.P.  Faucette acquired an additional 25' x 90' 
from the  Choctaw Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad.Company and had trm additional 
s&re buildings built and attached to the original structure erected b 
1891. It has remained in the Faucet te  family f r o m  1891 until the present, 
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Faucette Building, located on T-lain Street in N o r t h  Lit t le Rock, is 
E. xectangular mass stuccoed, commercial brick structure. The west (fronting 
%in) elevation is divided into three ,133 bays. The center bay contains t w q  
(2) windows, and the £larking bays contain one each. There is a single-story 
zddition on the  east. The north addition and the first story of fhe west 
elevation are sheathed i n  sheet metal and the area around entrance on sat 
elevation i s  black ceramic tile. Windows on the west e l e v a t i o n  are plate glass 
on the first story and double hung one over one (1/13 lights on the  second. 
Windows on t he  north and south elevations are irregularly placed and are boareed 
over.-.Theqxoof is f l a t  with false parapets an the east and west. 

The first floor of the interior has been altered w i t h  pannelling. The second 
f l oo r  has its original molding and light fixtures. 

The original stair in the rear of the s t ruc ture  is altered. 

' 

Edit~rs note : . * 

The east {rear) elevation has  a e a s t  ixon f r o n t ,  somewhat hidden by the porch 
addit ion.  It would appear that this is the or ig ina l  f ron t  of the building and 
faced the non-removed North Little Rock Railroad D e p o t .  The structure was b u i l t  
as a cafe to service the depot. 
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1, Article: "Argenta - Birth of North L i t t l e  Rock." 

Evelyn K. Eubanks, Sunday News - A Dist inct ive  Weekly Journal, 
Vol .  X V I ,  Number 191, April 14, 1974. 

2. Article : " J i m  Fauce tte' Reminices on North Little Rock' s Early H i s t o r y .  
Homer Hendrickson, Arkansas Democrat, Vol. Nurriber 

- - .  . . . 
3. Hendrickson , above. 

. - 

4.  O b i t u a r y  - Arkansas Gazette - 
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Pfrs . Mon D. Thaxton 
5321 Centerwood .I . 

Little Rock, Afi 72207 
... , . 

Dear Mrs. Thaxton: 

- -. -. - +  < 

Faucette Building - 
. . 

North ~rit~e..~ck,'~uiaski a. - 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Pxesemation Pmqram js,preparing-a- . .. . .. . - 
National Register nomination for the above-captioned property which will 
be presented to the Arkansas S t a t e  Review Cormnittee at their September 12 
meeting. If approved, the nomination w i l l  bz submitted to the National 
Register office in Washington f o r  final consideration. - . - .  . . .  

. . .. . - - 

The National Register of FEistorie places i s  a listing of . -historic  sites, . ' 

. - . . . . : . buil&gs, objects-and districts-.from all  across t h e  -&owtry--that are--- - -- -.- ----- 
worthy of presesvation. Entry in the National Reqister is an honor 
which places no obligation on a private owner. It Zoes, however, provide 
protection through commmt by the  Advisory Council on Historic preservation 

. - - f r o m  federally .financed, assisted or l icensed projects that  might affect - . . 
a Nat iona l  Register pmpeSt:y. 

On October 4, 1976, fhe President signed a Tax Reform A c t  of which - . . . - - 
Section 2124 refers to tax incentives f o r  historic properties. Enclosed - 

. . . < 

you w i l l  find an information sheet on that  tax act. .. . . . . - .  . .. . -  - . . - . .. . - . . .  - 

X f  you have any questions concerning the program or this property's - 

. . nomination, please contact Mike Shinn of our s t a f f .  

- ..- . Enclosed are two copies of this letter. . Please complete .the form below, - .  .- . .-- 
sign and return the original to our office- The copy is 'for your files. . 
We would appreciate receiving any coments you might have concerning t h e  
nomination of this property. If w e  do not hear from you 3:ithL.n 30 days 

. - . .  
your appxoval will be assumed. . . . 

Sincerely, 

a ~4 
Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preserrration Program 

I approve of the nominationf of the above propesky to the National Register 
of Historic Places ,i Y e s  KO 
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