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DESCRjBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

'Built in 1914, North Little Rock City Hall h a s  served as the center of  
government in t h a t  c i t y  for sixty-one of i t s  seventy-one years of o f f i c i a l  
existence. The two-storey b u i l d i n g  was modeled af ter  a bank in St. Louis. 
Constructed on quicksand, the Suilding is su2ported by a concrete hull 
fourteen inches thick f i l l ea  with cotton bales. 

North Little Rock C i t ]  Hall is Nea-Classical Revival in architecEurc. The 
building is constructed entirely o f  non-destructable, non-deterioratinq 
material. Used in the construction are cast s t m e ,  reinforced concrete, 
brick, terra cot ta ,  stcel and copper. 

The. e x t e r i o r  is af cast  stone with terra cotta t r i m .  A level  roofline 
5s bordered by a r a i l i n g  f ea tu r ing  urn-shaped balusters. The concrete 
soof is supwrted 5 y  iron joists. Fluted pilasters with I o n i c  capi ta ls  
are found on the west and south elevations. The two-storey columns 
rise from square bases and feature a decorative pattern a t  t h e  first 
storey l i n e .  I n s e t  between the  pilasters are w i d o w s  grouped in three, 
however t h e  middle window has been enclosed with stonework. First stcrey 
windows have transoms,'while the second starey windows  have decorative 
keystones. The main entry, located in the center of t h e  west elevztion, 
has scrol l  brackcks which supprt  a rounded arch inscribed with the  d a t e  
of the year in which the buildlng was built. 

I . - .  , 
f 
I 

R large par t  of the i n t e r i o r  is constructed of imported Florent ine  marble, 
w h i t e  with black veining.. The f l o ~ r s ,  which are oricjinal, are v i t r i f l e a  
t i l e -  The  dominant feature of t h e  i n t e r i o r  is a skylight of translucent 
mosaic s ta i l ed  glass, the larger of two skylights found in the building.  
It is ,located directly over the stairway connecting Ehe first and sec0r.d 
floors. According to City Clerk Jackie C. N e i l ,  the skylights were hand- 
made, the panes held together by lead.  The lead in the s k y l i g h t  is not: 
merely a connecting medium, b u t  is  utilized by o u t l i n i n g  the main coasti- 
t u e n t s  of t h ~  design. The main desiqn is the  xed "C of A" {City o f  
Argenta) in the center pane surrounded and highlighted by stained q l a s s  
in brighk colors of green, purple, blue and yellow. Doorplates featuring 
a rendering of the Arkansas State Seal on the upper p r t i o n  with an 
i n s c r i p t i o n  of "Argenta" on the door knob. 

I 
;I 1 

mree origlnal  large chandeliers drop Won the c e i l i n g  in t h e  lobby. These 
were once gold leafed,  but have b ~ e n  psi-nted. There are several original  
bronze wall' light- f i x t u r e s  thrimq!lout the  building. 

Original plaster cornices, decorative in design, are found thr~ughou",he 
building. Also found in the lobby are squared c o l ~ m n s  of na :;33e w i t h  a 

I 
geometric patterned capital.ln t h e  center oE each side of tht: column 

I 
capital  projects an ornate molding imprinted w i t h  the letter.; "C of A "  

I 
(City of Argenta) .  The lobby a l s ~  fea tu res  c e i l i n g  beams w i t h  can nnusual  

plaster molding. 
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The marble-stairway is T-shaped, double flight aqd features an iron r a i l i n g  1 

i 
and balusters, Marble columns found an the second f l o o r  are marked by 1 
Ionic cap i ta l s .  flanking either side of the stairwzy on t54 first floor I 

are identical doorways of bronze frame w i t h  scroll brackets supporting 
the doorheads. Resting above the entablature are bronze memorial  plaques. 
Several doors thraughout the building feature a pedinent  with scroll 
brackets and a terra co2ta band eecorating the plain  rec tangular  door 
frame. 

1 

There have been no additions to North L i t t l e  Rock C i t y  H a l l  and alterations 
to the basic s t ruc ture  have been minimal. In 1961 t h e  C i t y  Police Department 
moved o u t  o f  the bu i ld ing  and a f c w  partitions were placed in t h e i r  former 
area to accomodate office space. A wall between the rooms on the second  
floor which housed the Council Chamher a d  t he  Municipal Court Room was 
knocked down and t h e  one large room became the  Council Chamber. I n  1964 
t h o  Mayor"s S u i t e  was remodeled and enlarged. The plaster cornices and 
molding, t h e  decorative plaster work on the cornices and ceiling beams, 
the s a i l i n g  and balusters on the s t a i r s  and  the three laqe chandeliers 
i n  t h e  lobby w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  gold-leafed and have been painted. During 
the a f k t i n k s t r a t i o n  of xayor Casey Willim F. Laman (1958-1972) the o r i g i n a l  
f r o n t  doors ,which were of wood w i t h  heaq* bronze handles ,tiere taken 
dmm and the present glass doors i n s t a l l e a .  A l s o  dur ing  the administration 
of Laman, the stone enclosures wzre placed on the outside windows. 

S t l l l  in excellent condi t ion ,  Narth Little Rock C i t y  H a l l  stands as a 
tangible r e m i n d ~ r  o f  t h e  h i s to ry  of the  c i t y .  
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The significance of Wrth Little Rock City Ha11 lies in two areas. Arch i -  
t e c tu r a l l y ,  the Neo-Classical Revival Building is one of t h e  f i n e s t  
strictures in the c i t y .  Politically, t h e  building has been t h e  center 
of government in North L i t t l e  Rock s ince  1915, and has witnessed t 3 e  
administrations of sixteen of the city's eighteen mayors. North Little 
Rock City H a l l  is in many ways synanornous w i t h  the history o f t h e  ccity. 

Tne h i s t o ry  of North Little Rock dates back to 1812 wben the f i r s t  settle- 
ment on the north bank was called DeCantilEon, af ter  an a m y  officer ~gho  
mved to the area to do a survey following the Mnr-. sf- 1612. The Arkansas 
River flooded, tzking the settlement w i t 5  it. The new settlsrnent was 
called Huntersville because of tho abundance of game Sound in t h e  area. 
Before t h e  C i v i l .  War, a Frenchman n m e d  B u r n e t t  sett led in t h e  area and 
b u i l t  a two-storey frame building which he called t he  m t e l  Argenta, named 
for a silver mine t h a t  existed on the outskirts o f  town. "Argenta", t h e  
spanish term for  s i lver- l ike,  then replaced HuntersvilPe as the name 
for the  settlement. 

Argenta grew rapidly w i t h  the  advent-of the raihroa2, to such, an extent  
that in 1891, Little Rock annexed the ares on the north side of the river 
and £03' twelve years, Argenta bras the  eighth ward of L i t t l e  Rack.  In 
1903, William C. Faucette, a railroad engineer turned alderman, and a 
resident of the nor th  side of the  river, ran for Mayor of  L i t t l e  Rock. 
He had more zeal  than appeal. and lost ,  a defeat xhich on ly  increased 
his determinatian ko be a mayor. A f t e r  his defeat, Faueette vowed to 
sspaxate t he  t w o  c i t ies  and to be Flayor of the one on t h e  north s ide.  
Aided by f i ve  top lawyers in the  s t a t e  and Senator James 1. C l a r k e ,  a 
b i l l  was drafted which was in t roduced  in the I903 General Assembly. 
The bill contained a provision rrrhich ellowof! any m u n i c L p l i t y  or p a r t  
thereof, to detach itself and then attach onto any nunicipality within 
one m i l e .  The bill received littla a t t enk j -on  an8 was lost in t he  flood 
of local bills as Faucette hoped it would be. The b i l l  was ktroduced,  
passed and signe3 i n t o  l a w .  On July 31, 1953, an election bra s  h e l d  
t h a t  szparated t r z  e igh th  ward from Little Rock and North Little Prick 
was incorporatec' as a sepzrate city. In 1904 the first c i t y  e l ec t i on  
w a s  held, e l ec t i ng  K i l l i a r n  C. Faucette mayor. EIe envisioned a r n u n i c i ~ a l  
building, but the newly formed c i t y  was already functioning on a t i g h t  
buzget. In 1906 the name of t h e  c i t y  was changed to Argenta and in 1917 
t h e  city again officially became known as Fort:? L i t t l e  Rock. 
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In 1911, W i l l i a m  Faucette's brother ,  3. P. Faucette, was electe3 nayor cf 
N o r t h  L i t t l e  -?& &id served until 1917. He w a s  a Ear-sighted man vh'rto 
is credited w i t h  p u l l i n g  Horth L i t t l e  Rock out of debt through the  invest- 
ments  made dur ing  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  J. P. Paucette s e t  abont  to accorrplish 
his brother" plan of c o n s t r u c t i n g  a m m i c i p a l  building. T h e  location was 
picked out: and p r c h s s e d  for $8,000, A t  that t im  t h s  Sand uas occ:pieC 
by the  Dyes Memorial b:ethodist Chapzl w h i c h  had been crecfed in 1890. 
Faucette 97ent to St. Louis  to s t u d y  t h e  archi:ecture of th? buildings there 
and chosg a bank from w3oose design 115 hed copied far thp PVnicipal B u i l d i n q .  
Architect John L. Howard was hired to supervise the plans and Schnkze r  
an2 Schay were hired as L l ~ e  b ~ i l d c r s .  Accoirdi.ng to city r e c ~ r d s ,  to r a k e  
payments for the cons t ruc t i cn ,  the city o f f  j.cers voted to take o n l y  to%e:l salaries.  
Tie mayor took a cut £ran $125 a rno11Ch to $125 a year, the c i t y  atmrney 
Erom $50 c month to $50 a year and t:?e aldermen took t h e i r  nonthly paychecks 
of $25 as a year ly  salary- 

Construction was progressinq satisfactorily until t 3 e  E g g i n g  of the basement 
in the r e a r  began. A f t e r  digging a f e w  fee t ,  tho workers ra3  i n t o  quicksend .  
?+"aucette mad? a trip to P3ew Orleans to observe how buildings are const ruc ted 
on quic':sznd. En Eb?ew Orleans he fo .~nZ it not at a l l  unusual to ~ s e  a 
concrete "hull" to float a big bui ld ing on a sea of quic:;sand. A concrete 
s lab fourteen i n c h e s t h i c k r ~ a s  laid across the  bottom and up the sjiies. 

On top a£ t h i s  s l ab  hundreds of cotton Sales w s r e  piled to provide a s o l i d  
found3tion fo r  t h e  bu i ld ing .  With the proSlcrns of the quicksand solved, 
the mnstruct ion progressed rapidly-  A t  ccnpletion, the  builaing cost 
$75,000. On July 5 ,  1915, the building was officially opened w i t h  a 
f o r m a l  reception. 

North L i t t l e  Rock City H a l l  stands a s  a monument to the founding f a t k r s  
of t h ~ l  c i ty .  -L 
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