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1. Name 

hbtoric The F r i  th-PI unkett House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number F i  c l h u n d  Main Streets N* "Of for publiemtion 
.J 

elty, town ~ , 5  Arc  ~h(t -  vicinity of congressional dlstrlct Second 
f- /+ 

state Arkansas code 05 eountW Prair ie  -/ ' 1 mde 117 
3 

3, Classification 
- - .- 

Category Ownership 
- district - public 
2 building(s) X private 
- structure - both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- oblect - in process 

- being considered 

Status 
k occupied 
- unoccupied 
- work In progress 

ccessible 
!'!- yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial -Pa* 
- educational 2 private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial transportation 
- militam - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Harvey and Grace Drewry 

street & number Box 212 .I 

city, town Des Arc N / !  vletnity of state Arkansas 

5. Location OX Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prai ri ie County Courthouse 

street & number Mai n Street 

city, town Des Arc state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Survey X 

title dr kans as t!f s tori c Preserva ti On Program has t h ~ s  propem been determined elealble? - - xes - no 

date 1976 f e d e r a l  s t a t e  X c o u n t y  l o c a l  

depositoryforsurveyrecordsArkan~a5 H i s t o r i c  Preservation Program 

city, town L i  tt7 e Rock state Arkansas 



Condition ~k one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
- good - ruins 2 a kered m o v e d  date 
A fair - unexposed 

Oe~cribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
SUMMARY 

S i t u a t e d  on a spacious, tree shaded corner l o t ,  the Fri t h - P I  unke t t  House stands as the  
oldest  residence i n  Des Arc. Bui  3 t circa  1858, the house exhi b i  ts  t h e  pervasive i n f l  uerce 
o f  the Greek Revival style i n  antebell urn Arkansas, eloquently communicated i n  the building's 
Classically derived port ico.  The bui ld ing i s  a two-story h o r i z o n t a l  weatherboarded 
woodframe structure raised s l  i g h t l  y above grade on b r i  ck piers , exh ib i t ing  the one-room 
deep s i n g l e  p i  le wi th  end chimneys t h a t  t yp i f i e s  t he  t r ad i t iona l  "I" house form. An 
el f , constructed of t h e  same weatherboard material as t he  house, extends from i t s  rear 
elevat ion.  

ELABORATION 

The f i ve  bay principal ( n o r t h )  facade of the Frith-Plunkett House i l lus t ra tes  the impact 
of t he    reek Revival style on the t r ad i t iona l  "I" house form. Here, a s ing le  bay, two- 
s tory cross gable-roofed pqrtico projects from the center of the elevation.  The portico 
i s  supported by two pairs of f inely  craf ted box columns w i t h  simple squared cap i ta l s  t h a t  
appear t o  have been designed i n  im i t a t i on  o f  t he  Doric order. These columns carry an 
unembel lished frieze and box cornice. The portico i s  capped w i t h  a t r i a n g u l a r  pediment 
t h a t  completes t he  jrnagery o f  the  '"reek temp1 e" front.  Plain ba lus te r s ,  square i n  
;ection, compose t he  portico k f i r s t  and second f loor  porch ra i  1 s .  The columns v isua l l y  
wbrace t h e  main entrance to the house and the second f l oo r  balcony's entrance. Engaged 

Jex col urns a r t i  cul ated wi th  the same treatment as the  portico col mns , frame the double- 
doored front entrance. These engaged col umns are flanked by side1 igh t s  s e t  above wood 
panels and capped by a mult i- l ight  transom. The entrance i t s e l f  i s  composed of impressive 
four-panel doers. The design o f  t he  second floor entry i s  almost ident ical  t o  tha t  of 
the principal entrance w i t h  one exception. Upstairs, access i s  provided through one 
oversized four-panel door. * The f i r s t  and second floors of t h e  principal elevation display  
a fenest ra t ion o f  . . double-hung six-over-six light rectangular windows set i n  p l a i n  frames. 

The east and west ( s i de )  elevations are q u i t e  austere i n  comparison t o  the  principal  
facade, A1 though the building originally had two b r i c k  end chimneys, cha rac t e r i s t i c  o f  
the " I"  house form, only the eas t  chimney survives; the west chimney was destroyed i n  a 
1960s storm. One double-hung s ix -over -s ix  l i g h t  window appears i n  the f i r s t  f loor  of 
the eas t  e levat ion,  just south of  t he  chimney wh i le  the west  elevation,  wi th  i t s  original  
chimney gone, S s an uninterrupted weatherboarded wall . d one-s tory gab1 e-roofed el 1 
projects from the southeast corner o f  the house. The east facade of the el l  i s  pierced 
by a s ingle  door w i t h  a shed awning and a six-over-six l i g h t  double-hung window. I t  
appears t h a t  the  el 1 i s  contemporary with the  main " I "  s t ruc ture .  Physical evidence 
ind icates  t h a t  this e l l  may well have been the or iginal  detached ki tchen,  connected t o  
the " 1" house by a breezeway. 

The rear (south) elevation of the F r i  t h -P I  un k e t t  House is characterized by a one-story 
shed-roofed porch and t h e  back of the gable-roofed e l  1 .  The porch, supported by square 
wood posts,  o r ig ina l ly  ran the f u l l  l eng th  o f  the elevation,  probably creating the 
aforementioned breezeway between t h e  "I" house and i t s  k i t chen.  Now, the  east  end of 
the porch is enclosed, a r e s u l t  of the  c i  rca 1880s attachment of the el 1. The 
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fenestration of the  second story of the rear e l e v a t i o n  of the house reiterates the 
ar t icul  at ion o f  the principal facade. Hawever, the two eastern windows, probably 
not o r i g i n a l  t o  the structure,  are shor te r  than the others i n  order t o  aceomnodate 
the  p i t c h  o f  the e l l ' s  gable roof below. ( i t  i s  likely, therefore, t h a t  t h i s  
window a l t e r a t i on  d a t e s  t o  the circa 1880s attachment of the el1 .) The f i r s t  
story o f  the south elevation i s  penetrated by one window f l anked  by two  doors.  
The east  door provides a rear entrance t o  the central ha1 lway. 

When t h e  el 1 was attached t o  the "I" house, the back porch was extended to continue 
along the  west s i d e  o f  the  e l l .  However, the south extreme o f  the  e l l ' s  porch was 
enclosed (circa 1960) t o  provide a modern bathroom and the  enclosure i s  relatively 
small and unobtrusive en the  bui 1 ding facade. The south facade of the el 1 has one 
window, i d e n t i c a l  i n  design t o  the window t h a t  appears in i t s  east  facade. The 
e l l  is capped wi th  a simple cornice rnouldjng and c u r v i l i n e a r  brackets appear 
under the  eaves of i t s  gable roof. 

In plan, the F r l  t h - P I  wnkett House also r e f 1  ects the t yp i ca l  arrangement of the 
t r a d i t i o n a l  " I "  house consist ing o f  a central  s ta i r  h a l l  w i t h  one room t o  e i t h e r  
side, both ups ta i rs  and downsta i rs .  The four  dwel l ing  rooms, each w i t h  dimensions 
of 20 feet  'by 20 feet  and 12 feet  high ceilings are simply a r t i cu l a t ed ,  and each 
room was acciommodatedwith a f i r ep lace .  The central h a l l  is noteworthy f o r  
i t s  flushboarded w a l l s  which display the marks of a circular saw, and i t s  appropriately 
s imp le  s t a i  rcase w i  t h  p l a i n  post bal u s t e r s .  Four-panel doors appear throughout 
t h e  interior of the house. The el 1 cont inues t o  function as a kitchen. 

One o r i g i n a l  outbuilding, a cistern, remains on the F r i  t h - P I  u n k e t t  House site.  
Located to the southwest of the dwelling house, t h i s  one-story hip-roofed structure 
i s  bui 1 t o f  cypress boards. Square i n  plan,  i t  is d i v i d e d  by a par t i  ti on which 
separates the  c i s t e r n  from a -storage area. Two doors on i t s  n o r t h  e levat ion provide 
access t o  the outbuilding and l a t t i c e  work under the eaves of the building i n d i c a t e  
the presence o f  the cis tern i n s i d e .  

There i s  evidence o f  a second outbuilding which stood west o f  the  house and the 
present outbuilding. The second, smaller outbui lding was also square i n  p l a n ,  
capped w i t h  a hipped roof and constructed o f  cypress. The Fri th-Plunkett property 
represents potent i  a1 arch01 og i  cat va? ue. 



YE. 

Perioc 
- prehlstoric 
- 140S1499 
- 1500-1599 

160&1699 
- 1700-1 799 

180SF 899 
- 190& 

Areas of Sign1 --Cheek and justify bdow 
- archeology-prehlsroric - community planning - landscape a r c h l t e e t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - cansenration - law - science 

agriculture - econ~mics - literature - sculpture 
A_ architecture - education - military - social: 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 

- commerce exploration!settkment - philosophy - theater 
- ~ ~ m m u n l ~ a t i 0 n S  - industry - politics;governrnent - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates circa 1858 Builder/ArchEtect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

As Des Arc's oldest  residence, the F r i  th-Pl unkett  house ref1 ec t s  the prosperi ty o f  the most 
successful economic era (1850-62) in this rural rivertown's his to ry .  As a result o f  its 
auspicious location on the White River, a c r i t i c a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ar tery  i n  antebellum 
Arkansas, Des Arc ' s  population increased dramatical 1y d u r i n g  t he  1850s. According t o  the 
1850 census the town, pl atted just two years earl i er in 1848, had only 9 8  c i  t i  zens , but 
by 1960 when Des Arc was a t  the peak o f  i t s  economic heyday the c i t y  boasted a population 
o f  2000, Both t he  house's builder,  John Fri th, and i t s  second owner, Wi 11 i a m  A. Pl unkett , 
were associated w i th  t h i s  ear ly  economic hjstery. F r i  t h  opened one o f  the town's f i r s t  
stores i n  the ear ly  1850s and by the  end o f  the decade he emerged as a prominent merchant 
and real estate speculator. Plunkett  established a successful wholesale and retail 
business i n  Bes Arc a f t e r  t h e  Civ i l  War, a period when the once-flourishing town was 
beginning t o  decl ine as the ra i l roads ,  which i n i t i a l l y  bypassed Des Arc, surpassed the 
r i v e r  as prime vehicles f o r  transporting goods ac ros s  the s ta te .  The C i v i l  War period 
#as quite devastating for Des Arc w i th  many bui Jdings burned and others moved t o  nearby 
DeVal 1 5 Bl uf f  by the Union Amy, t h u s  rendering t h e  survival of the circa 1858 F r i  th -  
'1 unke t t  house especially compel 1 ing. Not only h i s t o r i c a l  7y important, the Fri th-  

'PI  un ke tt House, r e t a i n i n g  much of i ts  antebell urn i n t e g r i  ty , i s  an important  East Arkansas 
vernacular example o f  the Greek Revival style. Though essentially an "I'"ouue, a 
t r ad i t iona l  Arkansas form, the two-story Classically-influenced portico distinguishes 
t h i s  residence. The port ico depicts a c l ea r  understanding o f  the components o f  the 
Classical Greek Revival style. A1 though the Classical vocabulary i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  
a simp1 i f i ed  fashion, careful a t tent ion t o  detai  1 and craftsmanship i s  evident. Both 
arch i tec tura l ly  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  s ign i f icant ,  t h e  Frith-Plunkett House presents a unique 
representation of t he  archi tecture  t h a t  fomed the backdrop for Des Arc's pre-Civil War 
devel opmen t . 
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Data 
. - 

7 Acreage of nominated property - an one acre -- 
Quadrangle name Des Arc West Quadrangle 
UMT References 

Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 2- 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
lots 1, 2, 3, Block 32, Watkins Survey . . 

l o t  1,.E S o f  2. Block I Malts Addit ion - - . I  

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/ A cede county code 

state cod12 county code 

I 1 Form Prepared By 

narnenftle Dnnald R Brflm 

street a number S u i t e  500 Continental B u i  1 dins telephone (501) 371-2763 

city or town L i  ttl e Rock state Arkansas 72201 

I 2, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated signifleanee of this property within the state is: 

- natlonal state 2 local 

As the designated State Historlc Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law B% 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property lor inclu 
according to the criteria and procedures set fo 

State Historlc Aresenratlon Ofllcer signature 

title date - 
For H C R S  use onfy 

hereby certify that thls property IS lncluaed In tne National Heglster . 

tratlon 

Keeper of the National Register 
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DES ARC WEST QUADRANGLE ix3 .6' 

ARKANSAS-PRAIRIE CO. 
7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 

HEl4  HAZEN 15' O1+'ACP:YSLE 
















