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Historic Mame: Old South Restaurant 

O t h e r  NarneJSite Number: PP0371 

2,  Location 
=E========1---EE=E=================_-===============~====~=s==~ 

Street & Number: 1330 E.  Main Street (AR Hwy. # 6 4 )  

N o t  f o r  Publication: Nh 

Vicinity: 

State: AR - County: Pope Code: AR115 Zip Code: 72811 

----------+--------------------------------------- .-,,,-,,------,-tt-,-t--,------------------------------*===*-=====--~=~====== 

3 .  Classification 
======================================================================= 

Ownership of Property: P r i v a t e  

Category of Property: Buildinq 

Number of Resources w i t h i n  Proper ty :  

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
s i t e s  
structures 
objects 

0 Total 



d Snr~th R ~ s t a i l r a n F  
Name of Property County and S t a t e  

/ Number of contributing resources previously listed in t h e  National 
I Register: NA I - 

Name of related multiple property listing: Arkansas H i g h w a y  History and 
Architecture, 1910-1965 

I-----e--~==------cE-------------------------t---------f=tl ----------------------- -I--_-- ----------_------------- *- - - -_-  

f 4.  state/Federal Ageaq Certification 
--------------==========~================~======~==--=====~~~----- 

AS t h e  designated a u t h o r i t y  under t h e  Nat ional  His tor ic  Preservation Act  
of 1986, as-amended, 1 hereby certify that this X nomination 
request for  determination of eligibility meets t h e  documentation 
standards for  registering properties i n - t h e  National Register of 
Historic Places and meets t h e  procedural and professional requirements 
set f o r t h  in 36 CFR Part 60. I n  my opinion,  t h e  property X meets 
- does not m e e t  t h e  National Register C r i t e r i a .  - See continuation 
sheet. 

r 

Signature & certifying official Date 

Arkansas His tor ic  Preservat ion Proqwarn 
State or Federal a g e n c y  and bureau 

In my opin ion ,  the property meets does n o t  m e e t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Register c r i t e r i a .  - See cuntinuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other o f f i c i a l  Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

==~==t==============emsuu-a====e===============~============~==~======= 

5 ,  National Park Service C e r t i f i c a t i o n  
=========== :=======-=========a==t=======,,==================-== 

I, he: :ertiTy that this property is: 

I - el i in t h e  National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

- determined eligible fo r  the 



County and State  

National Register 
- See c o n t i n u a t  ion sheet.  

determined not e l i a i b l e  for the 
d . . 

Hat ional Register 
I removed Zrom the N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
I 

other ( e x p l a i n )  : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

'. 

I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ - _ _ - _ - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - - + - h - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ I  
_ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ h _ _ - _ h - - - - - - - - 4 - - - - - - h - - - - - -  

6 .  Function or Use 
------=------===~t=3=========~==~====================~==~=~-- 

His tor ic :  Comerce/Trade Sub : Restaurant 

C u r r e n t  : Commerce/Trade Sub: Restaurant 

=======t==========='=================================================z===== 

7. Description 

C- -I-----.f ,,,---- - -a=a~========================================================== 

Architectural Classification: 

Streamlined A r t  Medcrne 

Materials: foundation Concrete Slab  roof Asphal t  Rolled Roofinq 
wa l l s  Porcelain Faced Aluminum Panels o t h e r  

Describe present and h i s t o r i c  physical appearance: 

s v  

Located at 1330 E. MaFn Street (AR Hwy. #64 )  in Russellville, the O l d  South 
Restaurant was constructed in 1947 by William E. Stell, owner of the 
Nat ional  Glass and  Manufacturing Company of Fort S m i t h ,  f o r  R u s s e l l v i l l e  
businessman Woody Mays. The streamlined A r t  Moderne design was integral to 
t h e  modular d i n e r  package developed by StelP in the mid-1940s. The Old 
South Restaurant is square in plan, one story in he igh t ,  and clad in 
porcelain coated  aluminum panels. A band of neon highlights three s i d e s  of 
the building. Linea r  bands of fixed windows fenestrate  t h e  bui ld ing  and a 
protruding airlock houses t h e  f r o n t  entrance. The interior conta ins  
virtually all of its original fixtures i n c l u d i n g  i ts sta inless  steel 



I S 
~ a m e  of Property County and S t a t e  

counter and s t o o l s ,  crlass and mahogany cabinets ,  padded booths, and ladies 
lounge area. 

A l a rge  neon spectac---- s i g n  stands adjacent to the O l d  South Restaurant 
and is being included in this nomination. 

Elaboration 

Located at 1330 E, Main Street CAR Hvy. 864) in Russellville, t h e  Old South 
Restaurant  is a one-story, post-World War I1 modular d i n e r  designed in t h e  
streamlined Art Moderne style.  Original porcelain clad aluminum panels 
cover the exterior and bands of f i x e d  windows light the inter ior ,  A band 
of original neon girds the diner. 

The Old South  Restaurant presents its most elaborate face on its front,  or 
nor thern  faqade, which is organized into an eleven bay arrangement. This 
consists of a pro t rud ing  double door e n t r y  a i r l o c k  o f f - s e t  from the c e n t e r  
of the faqade, Planked on the c a s t  by a linear series of s i x  fixed single- 
pane-plate g l a s s  windows and on t h e  west by a series of four f ixed plate- 
glass windows. Both  the e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  end windows have radiused 
ends, which reinforce t h e  g e n t l e  curves of the corners  of t h e  diner. The 
windows are cradled in their o r i g l n a l  aluminum frarres. The entry air l a c k  
has  double aluminum frame doors w i t h  single l i g h t s  on t h e  nor th ,  and s i n g l e  
pane fixed windows on both t h e  eas t  and west facades. The a i r l o c k  is clad 
in vertical ribbed aluminum panels and has  g e n t l y  radiused edges, A f l a t  
roof covers the a i r l o c k ,  protruding past the walls to create an overhanging 
flat ledge. This ledge intersects on both s i d e s  w i t h  a projecting l e d g e  
that spans t h e  f r o n t  of the diner and the east and vest s i d e s ,  O r i g i n a l  
pink neon t u b i n g  faces this ledge. A stepped, aerodynamic fin exh ib i t ing  
the name of t h e  diner in neon lights on both t h e  eas t  and west s i d e s  t ops  
the air lock.  On e i the r  side of the a i r l o c k  j u s t  above the ledge are neon 
signs advertising foods t ha t  the diner is known f o r :  k , c .  sizzling steaks 
and f r i ed  ch icken .  

The e a s t  faqade of the O l d  South Restaurant is very nondescript, containing 
on ly  two  f ixed  p late  glass windows at the n o r t h e r n  edge. Three small, 
rectangular kitchen vents  punctuate t h i s  side also. The only decorative 
fea ture  is the neon-faced pro t rud ing  ledge. 

F The s rn, or rear f a ~ a d e  is very plain conta in ing an o r i g i n a l  s i n g l e  
panel door. A small addition clad in vertical wood siding is tacked 

i on to eastern end of the s o u t h e r n  faqade adding additional storage f o r  
t h e  kitchen. A single panel door gives entry to t h i s  addit ion.  

1 The w e s t  facade of t h e  O l d  South Restaurant is divided into a seven-bay 
arrangement, Two f i xed  p la te -g lass  windows l i g h t  the  northern end of t h i s  
side, t h e  northernmost window having a radiused end. Two f ixed windows on 
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.tither side,  t h e  southernmost window having a raurused end, f l ank  a s i n g l e -  
panel  exit door centered in the remaining expanse of t h e  western faqade, A 

, smaller version of t h e  stepped fin aver the front a i r l o c k  tops this side 
exit creating a shallow stoop. The neon-faced ledge spans this facade, 

I The Old South Restaurant was designed as a modular system to be built in a 
tu rnkey  fashion,  The building was constructed in s i x  days on a concrete 
slab. porcelain-faced aluminum pane l s  cover the exterior, and although 

I they have suffered deterioration aver time, they are painted a color that 
i mimics the original porce la in .  
! 
I 

The i n t e r io r  of t h e  Old South Restaurant is v i r t u a l l y  i n t a c t .  In t h e  f r o n t  

I 
diner area t h e  origins1 mahogany plywood p a n e l i n g  covers the walls. 
Original t e r razzo  f loo r ing  is throughout t h e  restaurant. The s ta in les s  i steel d i n i n g  counter and s too l s ,  the padded booths. the mahogany and g l a s s  
d i s p l a y  fixtures, and t h e  ladies lounge a rea  is a l l  o r i g i n a l  ta 1947, T h e  

I 
I ki tchen,  w i t h  its s t a i n l e s s - s t e e l  fixtures has o n l y  been updated with new 

appliances. The two dining rooms feature t h e  o r i g i n a l  terrazzo f l oo r ing ,  
booths, mahogany and mirror coa t  racks, mahogany veneered accordion  doors 
and cove l i g h t i n g .  The o n l y  alterations are the addition of wallpaper over 
t h e  p a n e l i n g  in the d i n i n g  rooms and t h e  lowering of t h e  ceiling. O t h e r  
t h a n  those minor changes, the i n t e r i o r  is v i r t u a l l y  i n t a c t .  

f 
.. The only s i t e  f ea tu re  is a h i s t o r i c  large neon spec tacular  s i g n  adjacent to 

the building advertising t h e  r e s t a u r a n t .  

When the Old South  Res tau ran t  w a s  built i n  1947 t h e  axea where it is 
l o c a t e d  w a s  pasture and farm l a n d  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of R u s s e l l v i l l e .  O v e r  
time t h e  area developed and t o d a y  t h e  Old  South exists  amid s t r i p  
c o m e r c i a 1  development, an oasis of good food and ndstalgia, t h e  o n l y  
example of post World War I1 modular, A r t  Moderne architecture i n  
Russellville. 

~ ~ = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ~ = e = ~ = = = = = ~ = = = = = = = ~ I ~ = =  

8. Statement of Significance 
C=L-==ll=====3-===~~==================================1~==II=I===__rr=L 

0 

C e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l  has  considered the significance of this proper ty  in 
relation to other  properties: statewide 

Applicable National Register C r i t e r i a :  - C 

Criter ia  Considerations (Exceptions): - NA 

Areas of Significance: Architecture 

Period I s )  of Significance : 1947 
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I S i g n i f i c a n t  Dates: 1947 

I Significant Person (s) : NA 
I 

I 

I cultural Affiliation: - NA 

~rchitect/Bui~dex; Builder: William E. Stell 
1 Architect: Glenn  Pendergrass 

Construct ion Supervisor: T. A ,  Martin 

I State  significance of property, and j u s t i f y  criteria, cri ter ia  
1 considerations, and a r e a s  and periods of s i g n i f i c a n c e  noted above: 
I 

The Old South Restaurant is associated with t h e  h i s t o r i c  context Arkansas 
H i g h w a y  H i s t o r y  e d  kehi tec ture ,  1910-1965 and t h u s  is being nominated to 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register of Historic Places under Cri te r ion  C w i t h  statewide 
significance as the o n l y  surviving exzmple of a post-World War I1 m o d u l a r ,  
A r t  Moderne d i n e r  built in 1947. When it was constructed, the O l d  South 
Restaurant was located on an undeveloped s t r e t c h  of Arkansas Highway # 6 4 ,  
3t t h a t  time the main travel rou te  f r o m  Tennessee t~ Oklahoma.  The diner 
q u i c k l y  becam an oasis for hungry and weary travelers, providing good food 
and a place to re lax  t w e n t y - f o u r  hours  a day, seven days a w e e k .  

The Old S o u t h  Restaurant, located at 1330 E. Main St ree t  CAR Awy. 864) in 
Russellville, is being nominated to t h e  Na t iona l  Register of His tor ic  
Places under Criterion C with statewide significance as the  only s u r v i v i n g  
example of a post World War I1 modular, Art Moderne diner. Const~ucted in 
1947, the Old South  R e s t a u r a n t  was t h e  business brainchild of William E. 
Stell, owner of the National Glass and  Manufacturing Company af Fort  S m i t h ,  
Arkansas. Barn in Hugo, Oklahoma in 1 8 9 4 ,  I J i L l i a r n  Stell moved to Dallas, 
Texas in 1914. In 1929 at t h e  s tart  of the Great Depression he moved to 
Fort Smith, Arkansas and started the National Glass and Manufacturing 
Company, which produced f ix tures ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  and m e t a l w o r k  for r e s t a u r a n t s  
and department s t o r e s .  Always a forward thinking e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  Stell began 
developing a modular diner system in the 1940s. U t i l i z i n g  t h e  resources of 
t h e  Na t iona l  Glass and Manufacturing Company, the t a len ts  of t h e  company 
architect, Glenn Pendergrass, and t h e  company* s experience in restaurant 
design and construction f o r  El Chico  restaurants in Dallas, Texas, S t e l l  
developed a modular design for diners t h a t  could be produced by t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Glass and Manufacturing Company and offered for sale in a turnkey 
operation. 
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I 3 .  S t e l l  constructed the prototype O l d  South Restaurant in Fort Smith in 
the mid-1940s as an experiment. To manage t h e  diner and develop the menu, 
he brought in R. C. Strub from Schwab's in New York C i t y -  T h i s  restaurant 

f remained a popular d i n i n g  spot until it was demolished in the la te  1970s- 

I Although it i s n ' t  known how many Old South  Restaurant packages were sold, 
i o n l y  one other was ever constructed in Arkansas. In 1947 Mr. Woody Mays, 
I 
I owner of Woodyf s Classic Inn and Coffee Shop in RussellviLke, ordered an 

Old south Restaurant package. In true turnkey  fashion Mr. S t e l l  had t h e  
diner set up and o p e r a t i o n a l  - including the menu - in s i x  days. The 

I 

RussellvilLe O l d  South Restaurant opened its doors on April 4 ,  1947, and 
1 has been in continual operation since that time. 

I 
I When it was constructed, the Old  South Restaurant was located an the 

outsk ir t s  of RusselLville on an undeveloped stretch of Arkansas Highway 
# 5 4 ,  at that time the main t r a v e l  r o u t e  from Tennessee to Oklahoma. By 
v i r tue  of i t s  location and t h e  fact that it was open twenty four hours a 
day, seven days a week, the Old South q u i c k l y  became a papular dining spot 
f o r  travelers inc lud ing  such famous en ter ta iners  as Ernest Tubb, B. 8, 
King, and t h e  King  himself, E l v i s  Presley. Even a f t e r  the construction of 
Interstate  4 0  in the 1960s which by-passed the Old south R e s t a u r a n t ,  it 
remained a popular spot f o r  travelers and l o c a l s .  

Woody Mays owned t h e  Old South  Restaurant form 1947 until 1950, s e l l i n g  to 
Roy and Beatrice Cornelius. Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius operated the d ine r  
u n t i l  1955 when t h e i r  daughter, Mary Gay, took  over. Mrs. Gay sold the Old 
South to Angus and J u l i e t t e  Gesnell in 1957 whom in t u r n  sold in 1961 to 
Lemoyne and Lorene Mackey. The Old South Restaurant h a s  remained in t h e  
Mackey family s i n c e  t h a t  time w i t h  nephews Rick and Ted Mackey being the 
c u r r e n t  owners. 

Today, the Old South Restaurant looks virtually t h e  s a m e  on the exterior 
and i n t e r i o r  as it did when constructed in 1947. Its streamlined design,  
rounded windows, metal skin, neon  l i g h t s ,  aluminum f ixtures,  and padded 
booths t y p i f y  its A r t  Moderne design. Even the menu offers many af t h e  
same items t h a t  w e r e  originally served, i n c l u d i n g  the famous cream soups 
and salad dress ing  developed by R. C. Strub for the prototype Old South ir: 
F o r t  Smith. It i s  still open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week 
se rv ing  the needs of travelers and Locals, The Old South Restaurant i~ 
associated w i t h  the h i s to r i c  c o n t e x t  Arkansas Biqhway Histow an< 
Architecture, 1910-1965 and thus is being nominated to the National 
Reaister of H i s  t o x i c  Places under Criterion C w i t h  s tatewide signif i c a n c ~  
asathe only surv iv ing  example of  a post World War II modular. Art Modernc 
diner. 

1 
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Previous  documentation on f i l e  (NFS):  

- preliminary determination of individual  listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested, 

- previously l i s t e d  in the National. R e g i s t e r  
- previously determined e l i g ib l e  by the National Register 
- designated a National H i s t o r i c  Landmark 
- recorded by His tor ic  American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 


























