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1. Name of Propem 
historlc name Koen . Henry R . Forest Service Buildrn~ 
other nameslske number 

2. Location 
street & number 605 West Main Street U not for publ~cat~on NT 

U vicinity N/ A 
c d e  115  zip ccde 72801 

I 

3. Classllication 
Ownership of Property 

private 
pub~~c-local 

C] public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property 
building(s) 

[11 district 
0 site 

structure u object 

ame uf related multiple property listing: 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

1 0 Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

4. StatelFederal Agency CtnZlftcatlon 
- 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A d  of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for delermination of eligibility meets the dmumentatian standards lor registering properties in the 

National Register of H~storlc Places and meets the p r d u r a l  and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part MI. 
In my opinion, the propeq mrneets mdoes not meet the Natiana! Register criteria, n~ee oominuation sheet. 

Signature ol oertrfyrng otlicial Date 
General Services Administration 
Stale or Federal agency and bureau 

oes not meel the National Reglstsr criteria. See continuation sheet. 
1-16-87 

Dale 
ation Program 

S t e  or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Hationat Park Service Certtficatlon 
I, hereby, certity that this property is: 

D e n t e d  in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet. 

Q determined sligi bls for the National - 
Register. Sea continuation sheet. 

1 determined not eligible for the 
_ National Register. 

tram tiw National Register. 
n o t h e r ,  (explain:) 

Signature of the Kesper Dele d Actlon 



Functlor 
oric Func 

I or Use 
lions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Government / ~ o v e r m e n t  Office ~overnmen t /~overmeni O f f  ice 

Mscription 
~%hilectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

0 ther : 
Rus tlc 

foundation Sands tone 
walls Sands tone 

k'ood 

Describe present and historic physhl  appearance. 

DStw mtinuetion sheet 
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The I1enr;r; R. Koen Forest Sen-ice Office Building is a two-story structure, 
constructed of native atone and m o d ,  and designed in an irregular, T-shaped plan 
with a single story e l l  project ing from the eastern elevation. It lis designed 
in the rus t i c  style common to public uorks construction projects ~f t h e  
Depressian era. 

The l I ~ n s p  I?. Xoen Forest Service Office Building in Russell-rille, Arkansas is 
constructed of b ~ i g e  na t ive  s a d s t o n e  and dark stained mod (using t h e  b a l l o ~ r ~  
frame method of construction) and is two stories in height with  a full b a s ~ ~ c c t  

--., ( 6 , 5 7 1  sq. f t . j .  T ~ E  t ~ o - s t o r y  aecticn of the building is covered by a hipped, 

black asphalt shingle roof and features an irregular, T-shaped plan ~ i t h  a single 
atory, gable s o ~ f  'L'-shaped component terminating the eastern elevation, The 
entire second story of t h e  hipped roof section overhangs the f i r s t  s t o r y ,  t h e  
cornice of ~ h i c h  is ornmented w i t h  decorative wood brackets, A s i n g l e  red brick 
chimney rises from t h e  eastern h i p  of t h e  r a i n  section, displays pattern brick 
detailing an3 corbelling, and is protected by a t e t a l  chimney cap. The vindows 
th roughout  are wood sash, painted white. 

The front or northern elevation is divided i n t o  a s i n g l e  b a ~ ,  single-story 
eastern section, the central two-st or^, f i v e  bay section, and a projecting tco- 
story,  t x o  bay section which terminates the western end of the elevation. The 
eastern, single-story section in fenestrated bp a s ing le  segmented arch opening 
filled w i t h  a group of three eight-over-twelve wood sash windows, The central 
section i~ fenestrated with f i v e  evenly-spaced eight-over-eight sash windows on 
the gecond floor and four pair of grouped eight-over-twelve sash k-indaws placed 
symmetrically around the central entrance on the first floor, The projecting 
section to the vest is relieved only by two evenly-spaced eight-over-eight sash 
w i n d o ~ s  on the second floor and n single rectangular opening filled ~ i t h  four 
grouped eight-over-twelve sash  windows in the first story below. The entrance 
is of the pair door and transom type, and ie  constructed of rood. A later grey 
poured concrete handicapped-access porch and metal rail--placed in the  center 
but with the ramp extending to the west--finishes the eleration. 

The western elevation is a i x  bass In length,  with s i x  eight-over-twelve sash 
t k-indo~ e~enly-spaced acroas the first floor and five eight-over-eight sash 

windows on t h e  second floor spaced around a f ire  stair door which occupies the 
t h i r d  bay from t h e  south. The eartern elevation features a projecting, s ingle-  
st or^ gable to the north and a ride-gable wall t o  the eouth. The gable is 
relieved only by a s ingle  arched opening filled with four grouped eight-over- 
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t~elre sash windous. The side-gable wall is fenestrated with t ~ o  evenly-spaced 
eight-over-twelve sash windous. 

The southern elevation is composed of the projecting, two b a ~  western end OF the 
t~o-story section, a seven bay central section and the projecting gable end of 
the s i n g l e  s t o r y  'L' section. The projecting western portion of the main building 
is v i r t u a l l y  a wirrar ipage of the opposite elevation, u i t h  its tk-o eight-aver- 
e i g h t  sash k'indok's on the second floor and s i n g l e  rectangular opening be:m 
f i l l e d  u i t h  four grouped eight-over-tuelve sash sindous. The central section is 
fenestrated on the second floor with s i x  eight-over-eight sash windovs spaced 
evenly around a central eight-over-eight-ever-eight triple-hung sash ~ i n d c ~ .  Ori 
the first floor, six eight-over-twelve sash  ind do us are spaced evenly around s 
central entrance and Classical R e ~ i v a l  bracketed ~ o o d  porch. The eastern gable 
end is fenestrated by a s i n g l e  square-headed opening on t h e  first s t o r r  ~ h i c h  
is f i l l e d  with three grouped eight-over-twelve sash windows. A rectangular 
opening far a lou~ered  metal ~ e n t  is placed direct ly  abare in the gable peak. 
A s i ~ g l e  eight-over-txelve sash window in the side of the eastern projecting 
gable completes the ele~ation. 

The interior features a cross-shaped hallway plan on the first flo~r of the 
central section, providing access to all seven offices a n d  t w ~  restrooms 
throughout the rambling plan ( a  t o t a l  of 6,679 sq. ft.). A stairway leads to the 
second floor vhich contains e i g h t  offices and two restrooms ( a  total of 4,884 
sq. f t ,  1. The interior is 6inpler w i t h  the only detail of note being t h e  
gracefulls detailed molding framing the doors and windows. 

The o n l ~  alteration of note 5s the replaceeent of the original front (north) 
porch w i t h  the concrete handicapped-access ramp in 1979. 

Also included are such original designed landscape features as concrete walks 
a n d  driveways, and the flagpole and its foundation. 
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The Ilenry R. Koen Forest Service Office Duilding is significant at a gtatewide 
level bp virtue of its associations with the  C i v i l i a n  Conservation Corps, which 
oyersak. and executed its construction, and as an outstanding urban adaptation 
of the rustic or 'indigenous' s ty l e  t~picallp reserved for more r w a l  sites, As 
such it is e l i g i b l e  under Criteria A and C.  

Elaboration 

On March 4 ,  1333, Franklin Delano Roosevelt took the oath of of f  ice as presidefit 
of the United States, having defeated Ilerbert lloorer in the election cf the  
previous S o v e ~ b e r ;  x i t h i n  a matter of dars (March 9 )  the U,S, t~ngseas K a s  

alreadr considering t h e  assortment of legislation which constituted R~osevelt's 
"3eu Deal." Among those b i l l s  vas Roesevelt's answer t o   hat w a s  probaS1)- t h e  
mcst dramatic manifestation of t h e  on-going Depression, the 25X nati~nal 
unemploynent rate. A principal component of h i s  proposed stjlution was the 
formation of vhat was at first called the Emergency Conservation Work 1ESKl 
program; hovever, the media referred to it as the  C i v i l i a n  Conservation Corps 
(CCC), a name ~ h i c h  the psogrm officiall~ adapted in 1937. In general, the CCC 
was a nationvide attempt t o  relieve t h e  rampant unemplopent through the 
organization of able-bodied men into work camps for the purpase of performing 
a variety of construction and infrastructure improvement projects which were in 
the public interest. llowever, the CCC program p r i n e i p a l l ~ t a r g e t e d  the nnemplcj'ed 
in America's large urban centers, where the congestion and standard of living 
w a s  at its worst and most volatile. 

Though President Roosevel t f ns isted that be would approve both a l l  camp locations 
and ~ o t k  assignments, the i n i t i a l  organitation of the  CCC required s high level 
of interdepartmental coordination the likes of which had not been seen before. 
The Department of Labor initiated a nationwide recruiting program; the  arm^ 
conditioned and transported the enrollees t o  the various camps; nnd the Park 
Service and the Forest Semiice operated the camps and supervised all work 
assignments. Furthermore, once the c lups  were designated t h e  goals and objectives 
for the camps within each state  were t o  be coordinated with state  and local 
public agencie~. For the purpoees of effectively managing this ambitious progr- 
t h e  nation was divided into regions or districts, with each district coming under 
the direction of a supervisor and staff specifieall~ assigned thereto. The camps 

A themselves wereorganized and administered based on militaryptototypes, b u t ~ i t h  
principal emphasis placed on using milltars methds  t o  organize work details of 
all sorts, including planning and construction, rather than on discipline or 
military preparedness. The %recruitsq would be brought from the larger cities 
into tmicall~ rural areas in which the  national and regional leadership had 
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deternined a need for a public project of some kind. 

The work and impact of the CCC spanned the  entire nation and principally 
benefitted national and state parks and forests.  Tlo~ever, virtually a l l  projects 
were intended f ~ r  and executed in rural locations for recreational use; hence 
i t  was unususl for t h e  CCC to construct gn off ice  building in a relati%-elr urban 
setting, even though it was to serve the Forest Service as a r ~ g i ~ n b l  
headquarters bui ld ing .  1 t was the effcrts of FIenr~ I?. Koen, the Orark Fkt i~na2  
Forest supervisor betk-een 1922 and 1933, ~ h i c h  gecured the success of this 
undertaking ( t h e  Ozark Rational Forest is i n  the northvest part of the s t a t e ,  
3ust above the Arkansas River), llenry Koen, an Arkansas native,  had uorked for  
the Forest Serrice since 1913, when he was appointed a forest ranger in the  
S3-lamore Ranger District in north central Arkansas. Later, during his tenure as 
forest  supervisor he g r e a t l ~  expanded the administrative infrastructure of t h e  
forest: roads uere constructed or improved, f i re  towers erected, and 
communications net~orks for better and more efficient management were installed. 
IIis recognition of the need for a centralized and coordinated system of forest 
management insp ired  h i s  vision of a modern headquarters building. 

Congresstan D.D. Terry helped secure passage of the special Congressional ac t  
required to appropriate the monies requited for t h e  construction, and the 
relatively elaborate design (compared t o  t h e  rough-hewn, unfinished aesthetic 
typical of most CCC construction) w a s  provided by a Treasury Department 
architect. Congressman Terry was also present for the dedication ceremonies on 
May 2 ,  1939. Comments in the Mas iswe of The Dix ie  Ranuer, the regional Forest 
Service newsletter, reflected tbe f e e l i n g s  of pride i n  the completion of the 
headquarters building and the recognition of the debt owed t o  IIenry Koen as the 
person most responsible for its existence: 

".., one couldn't see the town for the people. The whole state of 
Arkansas rejoiced with Mr. Koea and considered the new building a 
sfrmbol of the dedication of Mr. Koen's services ta  a program to 
rebuild and promote the ... resources of his native State."  

The building housed both the administrative staff of the Ozark National Forest 
and the locally-assigned staff of the Civilian Conservation Corps. After the  
dissolution af the CCC the building continued t o  serve the Forest Serrice as 
well as an gssortsent of other government agencies. Though the  building 

I continues to serve as the headquarters for the  Ozark-St, Francis National 
Forest, its custody m d  maintenance have been the responsibility of the General 
Serxices Administration (formerly t h e  Public Duildings Ahinistrat ion)  since 
1942, 
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IZeportedlg, 11enry Koen also had a hand in the design of the  headquarters 
building. Though the architect's concept ion of the building included the 
ductwork for  rn air conditioning system, Koen decided against the actual 
installation of the egulp~ent due to his concern that the staff uoula become too 
comfortable in the o f f i c e  and would thus be reluctant to g e t  out into the f i e l d .  
The  overall aspect of t h e  design recalls t h e  rustic, roiigh-hem, native stone 
and natural wood buildings constructed throughout the  nation by the  CCC during 
this period, and g e t  there are several clear differences. All of the  stone has 
been c u t  and shaped for easier construction and a more finished appearance, a 
characteristic which is most atypical for CCC des igns  considering t ha t  random- 
coursed and irregularly-shaped natural stone was t h e  norm. The stone a l s ~  
appears to have been selected f o r  chroaatic homogenietr, as i t  is all of a 

I consistent Light brown or beige hue,  a relatively restrained palette coapared 
.- to t h e  r i ch  red or polpchromatic stone typical of other Arkansas CCC stone 

structures. Finally, the use of brick for the chimney and finished, dimensicfis? 
lumber and decora t i~e  wood brackets on the second story of the main sectioc, 
combined with the relativel~ shallow o~erhang below and shallov cornice above, 
render the design far more restrained and stylisticallg traditional than 
other CCC design in Arkansas. Considered within this context its design is most 
unusual,  m d  ma? in fact be construed as a e r e l ~  an extension of t h e  same design 
ethic which informed the  rural designs: a design ahieh appears natural t o  i t s  
setting. flere the  architect has adapted t h e  use of native, indigenous materials 
to an urban site in  which s more roughly-hem and rustic aesthetic would have 
k n  inappropriate. 

The headquarters became h o ~ n  aa the EIenry II. Koen h i l d i n g  in April, 1379, 
o f f i c i a l l ~  honoring the former forest supervisor. Kaen family menbers and 
citizens of I tusse l lv i l lc  had petitioned the Forest Service to rededicate the 
building. Senator Dale Dumpers helped secure the legislation necessary to name 
a Governuent building in honor of an individual, and 40 years after 
construction, the crowd gathered once more t o  pay tribute ta Iienry R.  Keen, 
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Verbal Bolmdary ksc r ip t ion  

t o  a perpendicular l i n e  f o m d  by the intersection with the kcstern side of South Fargo 
Avenue; proceed southerly along this side of South Fargo Avenue t o  a perpendicular l ine  
formed bv the intersection with the northern s i de  of West Second Street; thence proceed 
westerly along this side of Kest Second Street to a perpendicular line famed by t he  
intersection with che easte m s i d e  of South Glenwood Avenue; thence proceed northerly 
along t h i s  side of South Glenwood Avenue to point of beginning, containing in a l l  less 
than one acre. 



- - 8. arlnsment of Signilflcance 
Certitvtnq official has considered the sipnificance of this propertv in relation to other promrties: * - - . . 

natiori~ll~ statewide [3 locally 

rplicable National Register Criteria A B c ID 

.iterla Considerations (Exceplions) A C1] B [ C Cr] D E F G 

Arees of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) 
Conservation 

Period of Signifiicance Significant Dates 
1919 - 1 Q / r t  1939 

k c h i t e c t u r e  
Science 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/ A 

'Significant Person ArchitWBuiider 
Koen. H e m  R .  Treasursr De~ar tmea t JCav- * . .  

Conservation C o r ~ s  

State significance of properry, and just@ criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 



Bass, Sharon M. W., For the Trees, (U. S , Forest Service, 1981 1. 

qurggraf, Frank and Karen Rolle t , Mawde Elements in Natural Set Lings : The CCC in 
Arkansas. (1989). 

see continuation sheet 
Previous doeumentatlon on tlle (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has h e n  requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
m r d e d  by Misloric American Buildings 
Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 

n o t h e r  State agency 
Federai agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Specify repository: 
C i t y  of Russellvil le 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage or property Less than on@ 

WTM References 
A 11151 1418, 71318101 131910131716101 

Zone Easzing Northing Zone Easring 
B W  u u 

Northing 

see continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at a point fenned by the intersection of the eastern side of South Glenwood 
Avenue with the southern s ide  of We3t Main Street, proceed easterly along West Main 

See continuation sheet 

Bounday Justification 

This boundary contains dl the property historically associated with this resource. 

See continuation sheet 

11. form Prepared By 
namehitie X o w a r d l  ; WPO 
organization US A ; 7 PT , date 
street&number 81'19 Tsylnr S t w ~ t  telephone (81 1 334-2531 
cityortown ~ o r t  Kor th state TX zip code 76102 
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GENE: 
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TRACTOR 
m a s  

19: 

i dencr Some Llville res 

, ;!*, n ( :  F i r s t  Owner 
'John Xhi te  

- Y ,  - W I  X, 'haite 

Street Address 
1509 West Nain St. f6 t S 
14x2 Hest :hhin st. p .  \!12. - chrkncm 

3;. L. Gardner 
John Ganner 

1803 West  in St. 
/ b , T ,  14.15 West I;!ain St. L ,  , , , 

Oscar \*:ilson 312 South Denver 
C ,  ichmond 412 South  Denver 
01 h'e 1s on 1120 South Glenwood 
Gua a m a i m  LO3 South Houston 

(moved - formerly at corner of Houston & W. Main) 
oyd Henry 107 Z. Six th  

(moved - formerly on South Arkansas Ave . ) 
IC *s Yome Arkansas 

B a y l l s s  1500 T e s t  
TecG I 

Ida ln 
Jnivers it y Campus 

Some 

.-A 

Russellville public bui ld ings :  

D U O  Euilding V e s t  Main a ~ r e e z  
(formerly Hste 1 Fearson 1 

Or ig ina l  St, Mary's H o s p i t a l  West Fain Street 
(still e x i s t s  as core  of many additions ) 

Caraway Hall i r  kansas Tech University > .  
~~ 'k l l ia rnson  Hall kkansa- ;  J-?~-,rq:.r: -- i 7-0: + u  

Russellville Countrv Club Highway 7 North 
(or igI  rui ld i. ; an a d d i t i o n )  

- u  

ng ha: 

Some lences 
- . -  

bert Cunnin 203 North - 

.:: I h f f  415 North 
z i e  3ondi 702 North 

dpanis h House - -  Cedar & Nor- ~ r l  sr- on^ 

Dardanelle , A r k .  public building I 

F i r s t  Method i s t  Church 

Some 

R9 

other Arkansas bm 

,,rton Coliseum ( b u p ~ .  ox construction) ~ i t t L e  Rock 
Nyberg Sanatariun Boonevil le 
Several  structures for ( tt Company Crossett 
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led September, 1954 

 sf ed Oakland Cemetery 
Russe l lv i l l e ,  Ar 

Charter Member 
Russellville Country Club 

Active 4 -  "'ks Cfub 

Sports jiast backi  
Tech Vlonuer BOYS and 
Crimson Cyclones (High 

Schoo 
OL4F S. NELSON MARY LARCH NELSON 

return to Galesburo. and oo into the construc- R.E.L., Sr., served Russellville First Method- 
ist from 1934 to 1939. Ellen and Bob are both 
graduates af Duke University after Ellen at- 
tended Tech and Bob, Henderson. Ellen was 
on the Tech Board of Trustees for six years 
during J.W. Hull's presidency. Their daugh- 
ter, an elementary teacher, is Linda Clare, 
who married Kirkland Dee Connalty. They 
have a seven-year-old daughfer, Kimberly 
Dee, and live in Dallas. The Bearden son is 
'Robert Nelson, who was a National Merit 
Scholar, and lives in Little Rock. 

"Qzzie," who attended Tech and i s  a grad- 
uate af the University of Arkansas, receiving 
both B.S. and M.S. degrees. He served with 
the U.S. Army in  Africa, Sicily and Italy during 
W.W. 11. he married Anna Bess Hurtl, daugh- 
ter af Mr. & Mrs. S.R. HurH, who moved 
from Clarksville to RussellvilTe in 1935. Their 
children are Nancy Ann and John William 
(Bill). Nancy, an elementary teacher, married 
Tom J. Pittman, Jr. of Hackett, Arkansas, 
now assistant manager of Everybody's Fumi- 
lure Company, where "Onie" has been man- 
ager for twenty-five years. Prior to this "Oz- 
z ~ e "  was a teacher and coach at Forrest E. 
Gardner Junior H~gh School. Bill is with Pope 
County Ambulance Service, having completed 
his Emergency Technical Training in April, 
1 977. 

by 0 ,W.  Nelson 

OCdF S. NELSON 
542 

ltaf 5 .  Nelson, born in Skane Province of 
den, came at the age of 14 with three older 
thers to an uncle ~n GalesSurg, Illinois. 
: Nelson family in Sweden had for a cen- 

been engaged in horse breeding v:hen 
enly the land 'went bad," the famlly v i ~ t h  

e children fell on hard times and these fau? 
Ing men decided to seek the~r fortunes io  
erica, Olaf, served on the U.S. Army Mex- 
I Border Patrol, then went into a hnrse- 
eding enterprise near Roswell, Nevi 

rico, with brother Orto, where he first 
rd of  flussellville because they shipped 

-.ses to Henry Brothers Barn. He decided to 

tian business, as he had kenred a carpenter's 
apprentrceship there, in 191 2, he stooped at 
Russellville to vtsit friends, liked Arkansas, 
went into the building business, and married 
Mary Agnes Larch of Dardanelle in 191 5. She 
was from a German family who had emigrated 
to Pittsburgh, Pa. from near Budapest in 
Auslria-Hungary. When her father, on ac- 
counl o f  his heatth, had t~ give u;p glass- 
blowing as a trade, the family moved to a Yejl 
County farm In 1900. Olaf's strong interest in 
horses is remembered by ribbons in the fami- 
ly's possession from Pope Colrnly Fairs 
where his horse received the First Premium in 
1914. Meantime, Olaf (better know as 
"Oley") was building fine Russellville homes 
lor John White, Bud White, John Ganner and 
Dr. L. Gardner, all on West Main Street, also 
public buildings such as St, Mary's Hospital, 
Russellville Country. Club, Motel Pearson (mow 
!he 500 Buildrng). And at Tech, Caraway and 
V!~lTiarnson Malls and the President's Home. 
Later, over the state, his work included 
Nyberg Sanatorium at laooneville and superin- 
tending constrvction of Barton Coliseum. Dur- 
ing the years of recovery from the Great De- 
pression, he trained as carpenters soores of 
unskrlled, deprived Arkansas youths through 
the Na t~ona l  Youth Adm~nrs i ra t ien  of 
Roosevelt's New Deal. The family was active 
in Centra Presbyterian Church to which Olaf 
was originally attracted by the beloved Judge 
Bullock Men's Bible Class during Wiley t i n  
Hurie's pastorate. Olaf died in 1954, and 

'Mary still lives at 903 West Main SZreet in the 
former home of an early Russellville mer- 
chant, J.H. Perry, whose home the Nelsons 
purchased in 1921 to be near West Ward 
School. The Netson children are Ellen Lucile 
and O.W. ("Ouie").  

Ellen resides in Little Rock with husband 
Dr. Robert E. L. Bearden, Jr,, retired Method- 
ist Minister, who served Little Rock's First .- 
Rlpfhnrlirt F - l r - h  Irrr 1 A walra Uic 4-thar 

I 
Sw 
bro 
T ~ F  

Source  of Biographyt 
H I S T O R Y  OF POPE COUNTY 
Volume I, F i r s t  E d i t i o n  
Page 356 
Publ i shed  by Pope Coun ty  
H i s t o r i c a l  Assoc ia t ion  
1979 


