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I. Name 

historic Poimett w t y  Club 

2. . Location 

strest a numhr Main E Poinsett Streets 

- 

N.& n d  lor w b t i c a t b  

dtv. town Tnrmann 

3. Classif icatian 
Catmgory Ownmhip  S h M  he! m 
- dlstrict - public 1 occuplad - I n m u 8 m m  
li building(sj private - unmcuplsd - bVrllllmrcid - Pa* 

trudurs - both w o r k  in progrssl educatianml - pivats ~~ 
te Pubile Aequlsltlon Accessl.blm x entertainment - religious 

- ,bjed In process yes: restricted - govmmcnt - ackntms 
- being consMed - yea: unrsstrletd - Industitrlal - t r a n s p m t b n  

- no - military _X_ o t w : C o m i t y   cent^ 

4. Owner of Property 
,,, Arbor Incorporated 

strast & mumbar 200 17. Main Street 

etty, town Trumann - vlclnity ol state Arkansas - - 

eoufihoum, mgktry d duds ,  etc. Poinsett County Courthouse 

strast & mrmbr 

~ r ,  Harrisburg ~ t a t a  Arkansas 

6. Rewesentation in Existing Surveys 

tltb N/A h8s thfs provrty hen detemhnsd allglbk? - yes - no 

data f & k a l  r W a  c o u n t y  - lotat 



7. Description 

Condltbn Chuk  a C b c t  one 
- excsllerrt - dstsriwatsd - unaltered ,L origlnal site 
x g d  - ruins 1C altered m o v e d  date - lair - unexposed 

Canctived and completed in 1927 as a ambitous vernacular i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the 
p r e v a i l i n g  Craftsman style, the Poinsett Community Club reposes on the southern 
fringe of the  old eighty acre Singer complex a t  t h e  intersection of East Hain 
and Poinsett Streets i n  Trumann. The Community Club" broad, lam proportions 
and lack of ornamentation conForm to many of Gustav S t i c k l e y ' s  ideals for the 
simple bungalow, w h i l e  its p l a i n  l ines  and unbroken  mall surfacer r e f l e c t  t h e  
dicatates of Craftsman p h i l o s o p h y  a p p l i e d  to t h e  more massive forms of 
construction. The frame building rests on c a s t  concrete piers, two Feet ten 
i n c h e s  above ground Level ,  w i t h  a four foot two inch high poured footing, e t c h e d  
t o  resemble blocks,  serving as header and stringer joists for its timber floor 
joists. The Colnmufiity Club's  stucco e x t e r i o r  is a p p l i e d  over  Longitudinal 
backing wires. A gable  roof surmounted by a ~ i d b  monitor shelters the eammunity 
rooms, mhile an unusual hipped roof  with bent edges covers the gymnasium. 

I t s  m u l t i p l e  funct ions  and re%ourees o f  the  P o i n s e t t  Community Club, a s  well as 
its s ize ,  s t r a i n e d  Watson S. Beggs' s interpretation of t h e  Craftsman style in 
his design or the cammunity and recreation hause. Boggs' s f i n a l  plan, prompted 
and amended by Singer o f f i c i a l  Count Albert Carlscn ,  offered the  unexpected 
i m p o s i t i o n  at' the features of a s i m p l e  bungalow on the community rooms, melded 
t o  t h e  sparse and u n w i e l d y  industrial blandness of t h e  gyrnaaium. The facade, 
or south elevation,  is dominated by the prom-Like projection * h i c k  houses an 
assembly room, lei tehea and t h e  o l d  c i t y  l ibrary  room, and imparts a t-shaped 
p l a n  t o  the structure. A n i d e  monitor s i t s  on t h e  project ion's  loa-pitched 
gable  roof, and both d i s p l a y  characteristic knee braces. The expans ive  urap- 
around porch is supported by cast concrete p i e r s  and rests on a c a s t  concrete 
balustrade which is d i v i d e d  into  bays by rheessed panels,  The porch extends  
one-half the l e n g t h  of the prom's west and east s i d e s  and engaged piers let into 
the,stuceo w a l l s  mark its limits. Concrete s a i l i n g s  f l a n k  the entryway, which 
is emphasized by  f l u t e d  concrete urns set on short. square concrete piers. 

All  ind do*^ in the prow-li ke p r o j e c t i o n  are double-hung, ~ i t h  nine-over-nine 
l i q h t s .  The assembly room repeats t h e   pro^" b l u n t  projection, conveying the 
impression of t h e  building" s overall T-plan r e p e a t e d  on a smaller scale. D o u b l e  
wooden doors open i n t o  t h e  assembly room and a r e  framed by two sets or p a i r e d  
windows. On both the east and Mest sides of t h e  c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i o n  ef the 
f a c a d e ' s  praa. an a d d i t i o n a l  windon is set, Flank ing  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  entrance to 
the  assembly room, in t h e  remainder  OF t h e  facade sheltered by the encircling 
parch. identical p a i r s  of nindawa o r i g i n a l l y  opened i n t o  bo th  the k i t c h e n  and 
the L i b r a r y .  One l i b r a r y  window, on the  n e s t  s i d e  of the assembly room, 
honever, Has filled c. 1979, nhile the other was p a r t i a l l y  filled and converted 
t o  a door. This i s  t h e  o n l y  major alterat ion t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  e x t e r i o r .  Three 
aindoms occupy the remaining h a l f  o f  t h e  e a s t  and west s ides  af t h e  projection 
which  houses  the  community rooms, betHeen t h e  porch and t h e  gymnasium. A p a i r  
of windons i s  located  near the porch, n h i l e  a s ingle  nindan i s  p laced near  the  
symnasium. 
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dnning akndons beneath the monitor's eaves o r i g i n a l l y  l i g h t e d  the  aasembly room. 
Host  of each side's seven windows, arrayed in t a o  sets of three and a s i n g l e  
mindon, have been p a i n t e d ,  ~ i t h  on@ wfndorr on each side removed t a  admit  h e a t i n g  
and a i r  condf t i o n i n g  d u e t s .  The large, b r i c k  assembly room f ireplace chimney 
rises from t h e  monitor ridge l i n e ,  a t  t h e  connection of community rooms and 
gymnasium. R h i l e  t h e  roof of t h e  facade* s prom-l ike  projection meets t h e  
gymnasium below i t s  eaves, t h e  monitor roof j o i n s  the hipped roof  of the more 
massive portion of t h e  structure. 

Crartsman i n f l u e n c e s  are minor in t h e  gymnasium, which s ceupf  es the rear a f  the  
Cammuaity Club. t h e  bent corners o f  its hipped r o o f  suggest t h e  c l i p p e d  gables  
of more modest b u i l d i n g s .  b u t  its s i z e  (110 feet s i x  i n c h e s  by seventy feet,  
nith e i g h t e e n  foot e i g h t  inch  h i g h  m a l l s )  precluded all but the simplest 
suplgestioas of t h e  bungalow. &11 nindous in t h e  gymnasium are six l i g h t  awning 
~ i n d o w s  and, a l t h o h q h  a planned balcony was never constructed i n  its interior, 
there are two r o w s  of windoms on each e l e v a t i o n .  On each s i d e  of t h e  exposed 
remainder of t h e  facade shared by the gymnasium, two s l indons comprise t h e  first 
rca  and three complete the  second raw. 

+ -  - - . - -. . - ". 

The only  Features on the east e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  gymnasium are two rows of tour 
sets or triple aaninq windows. R h i l e  the second soa- of uindona on t h e  n e t t  
e levat ion  i s  identical to  those of the opposite  e levat ion ,  t h e  f irst row 
contains only t h r e e  sets of the tr ip le  windows. Instead of the  f o u r t h  set, on 
the north end of t h e  e l e v a t i o n  a  pal^ of wooden doors opens into the gymnasium, 
A small gable  hood supported by knee braces s h i e l d s  the doors. On t h e  south end 
of the elevation, below the l o ~ e ~  row of ~ i n d o w s ,  a small, one-story ,  fireproof 
brick wing w i t h  a c a s t  concrete roof pro jec ts  from t h e  stucco w a l l ,  T h i s  wing, 
added t o  Bolqgs' s original p l a n s  but constructed a t  t h e  same t i m e  as t h e  main 
b u i l d i n g ,  o r i g i n a l l y  housed a coal f urnaee. Smal l  ~ o o d e n  double doors open i n  
t h e  center of the  gab le  end. The doors mere bounded by small   in do us or vents,  
and t s o  s i m i l a r  openings were located en t h e  exposed north  and south  s i d e s  or 
t h e  wing. O n l y  t h e  o p e n i n g  to the  north of t h e  door, fixed a i  t h  a meta l  grill 
r e m a i n s  uncovered. 4 brick chimaey rises f rom the rring, i n  t h e  center of t h e  
gymnas ium's  a e s t  e l e v a t i o n .  

The r e a r .  or north. e l eva t ion  offers two s i n g l e  door  e n t r i e s ,  a s  a s y m m e t r i c a l l y  
f i x e d .  Both a r e  d e f i n e d  by gable hoods ~ i t h  knee  braces. On t h e  east  edge o f  
the e l e v a t i o n .  one p a i r  of ulndows and a single n i n d a r  extend f r o m  the door to 
the building's c o r n e r .  E i q h t  p a i r s  of w i n d o ~ s  range b e t w e n  t h e  entries and a 
final pair  of n i n d o n s  is inserted  be tueen  t h e  door and t h e  nest edge of t h e  
gymnasium. fi c a s t  concre te  hose house a n d  l a r g e  Pire bell crouch midway between 
t h e  doors, be loa  the aindou l i n e .  The second l e v e l  is compketed by thirteen 
s y m m e t r i c a l l y  arranged pairs of * indons .  

Many of t h e  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  Community Club remain intact. Oak paneling 
extends around the ~ a l l s  i n  t h e  assembly  room and the old l i b r a r y ,  and oak 
Ploerins is used throu~haut t h e  building. 411 wood used i n  t h e  Community C l u b  
uas m i l l e d  i n  the Singer p l a n t .  Original p l a s t e r  and l a t h  ceilings r e m a i n  i n  
the k i t c h e n  and Library  and o r i g i n a l  l i g h t  Fixtures a r e  s u s p e n d e d  Prom the 
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wocrdea trusses of t h e  gymnasium. The gym and its stage are a a l l s d  ~ i t h  
isreqular-sized, f L ush boards. Changes i n  the interior i n c l u d e d  a door opening ,  
cu t  from t h e  library i n t o  the gym. The opening pas n o t  framed and has been 
reclosed but  not restored. The ceiling in t h e  assembly room, originally open t o  
t h e  raf tars and l i g h t e d  u i t h  u indoua  i n  t h e  wide moni to r  on top of t h e  porch, 
has been blocked by a drop ceiling. The large stone f ireplace  in the assembly 
roam is plugged. Drop c e i l i n g s  and  p a n e l i n g  mere i n s t a l l e d  in t h e  restrooms. 

In 1927, a trading pa01 was constructed to t h e  rear of t h e  Community Club, but  it 
has been filled w i t h  d i r t  and is used as a planter. A b r i c k  smokehouse, where 
t h e  annual barbecue Ras prepared, aa3 built c. 1947, but uas removed in 1977. 
The lonq,  concrete b l o c k  barbecue p i  t s  remain. An automatic sprinkler system 
i n s t a l l e d  on the perch and throughout t h e  b u i l d i n g '  s interior,  orisinally 
supplied by t h e   singe^ water system, is a l s o  i n t a c t .  
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Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 
SPYHIBL 

6 
A massive ahd unusual example of Craftsman architecture expressed in a public 
b u i l d i n g  @onstruatsd by an industrial facility, Ithe Poinsett Community Club, 
o r  Old 'Iru.lnann Community Rouse, served as t h e  focue of social and 
recreational activities i n  Trumann. Although demigntd by t h e  Poinsett  Lumber 
and Hanufacturing Company for its employees, 8chool and c i v i c  life also 
r e v o l v e d  around the imposing symbol oP a small, early twent i e th -cen tury ,  
Southern i n d u s t r i a l  town. Finally, t h e  b u i l d i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  the eosentiaL 
cantsibation of t h e  Singer Sewing Hachinu Company eubsidiary t o  the 
develapmsnt mad persistence of truaann. 

Early s e t t l e r s  i n  northeastern Arkansas u s r e  greeted by an sxpansn of l o r  
swampy wetlands,  remnants of the prehistoric wanderings of the Hissi ts l ippi  
River. Drainage problems uere i n t e n s i f i e d  by the Her Madrid Earthquakes of 
1811-7012, a s  caved banks and f e l l e d  trees along the St. Francis and other 
rivers created v d s t  rafts n h i e h  inundatsd.fargs port ions of t h e  area and 
convinced observers the region had ~ u b s i d e d .  Surveys in 1890 and 1842  rappbd 
extensive t r a c t s  of  r i c h  t i m b e ~  lands as l a k e s  or  "Sunk L a n d s , ' h h i c h  d e f i e d  
substantial settlement or development until the l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century. 

1 n 1883 t h e  Kansas City, Fort S c o t t  and Hemphie Reilroad, later acquired by 
the St. Louis and San Francisco, or Frisco, wag completed and threaded along 
the edge of the wetlands i n  the eastern part of Painsett County. Coincident 
w i t h  t h e  completion of t h e  Prisco and other r a i l  l i n e s ,  t h e  d e p l e t i o n  of the 
t imber  resources of t h e  H o r t h ~ e s t  and t h e  Great Lakes regions compelled 
lumbermen t o  turn t o  the v i r t u a l l y  untouched forests of t h e  South. By 1889 
the timber i n d u s t r y  represented  a " g ~ e a t  aouree of income" t o  Poinsett 
county. 

Tcumann owed its creation t o  the railroads and the great ,  non-resident l a n d  
and lumber corporations ahich e x p l o i t e d  ahat turn-of-the-century 
editorialists d e s c r i b e d  a s  the state" ""rrildlands." The tonn be5an as the 
s i t e  of the G . R .  Hinnick and Company m i l l  in t h e  18909, one of the countless 
s i d i n g s  a long  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  the rai lroads a11 over  the state.  The community 
was subsequent1 y renamed Aeona, H o s h e ~ ,  and, f i n a l l y ,  Trumann, a l t h o u g h  a l l  
three names mere employed interchaagerbky i n  its formative  years.  In 1903, 
the Singer Sewing Machine Company a c q u i r e d  the former  Hinnick  p r o p e r t i e s  and 
operated a tram l i n e  f r o m  t h e  Frisco main line to  k t $  t imber  holdings 
southwest of Trumann. H o s t  e a r l y  r a i l r o a d  and timber S e t t l e m e n t s  van i shed  
a f t er  the forests i n  their area were exhausted. I n  1911-19t 2, however, 

--c Trumann's continuance mas assured ahen the Singer company" subsid iary ,  the  
Poinsett  Lumber and Manufacturing ( PL8H) Company, began opera t ion  of a 
factory ahich milled rough  lumber from timber cut on S i n ~ e r  holdings in Cross 
and Lee counties  and i n  Louis iana and supplied veneer t o  other Singer 
f a c l l i  ties. 
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The boom which accompanied the establishment of the Singer  p l a n t  brought b o t h  
prosperity and a bousknq: cr is i s  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  Frisce. In 1910, 
Trumann and t h e  lumber  tonns of Tyronaa and Haldenburg had a combined p o p u l a t i o n  
of o n l y  four hundred. By 1913, s i x  hundred men were employed by the PLLH 
Company and the Springfield Cooperage Company, which established a mill i n  
Trufnann i n  3908. The railroad t r a c k s  and t h e  major employers d i v i d e d  the town 
i n t o  two d i s t i n c t  communities. On t h e  east  s i d e  o f  t h e  Frisco, the S p r i n g f i e l d  
Company provided houses. direct current  electric power, and other services for 
its employees. On the west s i d e  o f  the tracks, Singer b u i l t  shotgun snd 
pyramid-roof houses, suppl ied al ternat ing  current electric i ty ,  s u p p o r t e d  a Eire 
brigade ,  end of fesed i t s  workers recreations such as a tennis  court m i  thin their 
eighty acre  earnpound, annual F o u r t h  of July p i c n i c s ,  and a company sponsered 
baseball team. 

In March t925, PL&H Company oFPicials  Count Albert Carlson, General 
Superintendent, and R. L. D a v i s ,  A ~ s i ~ t a n t  Superintendent, h i  red tiississi p p i  
engineer Ratson B. "Billie" Boggs t o  d r a f t  p l a n s  Ear a community and r e c r e a t i o n  
house, According t o  Beggs. Caunt Carlson. who conceived t h e  p r o j e c t ,  also 
closeLy guided i t s  planning:  '"If Hs. Car l son  had made e v e r y  l i n e  the building 
c o u l d  not have been any nearer h i s  d e s i g n .  " In Hay 1927, Boggs' s drawings were 
complete and construction began with materials donated by the company and labor 
c o n t r i b u t e d  by i t s  employees. The Singer company h i r e d  o n l y  one profess iona l  
cal-pentes ta  assist its volunteer laborer%. Casl9on c o n t i n u e d  to suggest 
a l t e r a t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n s  t o  the o ~ i g i n a l  design, including a large fireplace, 
furnace,  and steel support b a ~ s  on the loser chords of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  aooden 
trusses.  By the end of t h e  year t h e  Poinsett Community Club Ras completed. 

t h e  b u i l d i n q  housed an assembly room, k i t c h e n ,  t h e  city l i b r a r y ,  and a gymnasium 
w i t h  stage and d r e s s i n q  roens. A h i l e  t h e  Community Club mas constructed by the 
P L L H  Company, it also hasted a v a r i e t y  o f  community activities, as well a s  
comoany events. and Berved as the focal p o i n t  of social and recreational 
activities in frumann. Because t h e  p u b l i c  5chool Lacked a gymnasium. t h e  S i n g e r  
s u b s i d i a r y  provided t h e i r  facilities far  graduations, c a r n i v a l s ,  dances, 
t h e a t r i c a l s .  a n d - b a s k e t b a l l  Parnes. Singer employees organ ized  a Community Club 
basketball team which ehallenqed other area groups, and t h e  annual. company 
barbecue sras h e l d  in t h e  buildins and on its %rounds.  Dances, wres t l ing  and 
boxlnq matches, motion pic tures .  and  F u n c t i o n s  acces s ib l e  to all t h e  town' s 
c i t i z e n s  were also presented in t h e  Community C l u b  and families purchased an 
annual membership i n  the  c l u b  for  five do l lar s .  The Lions C l u b  a ~ d  other c i v i c  
and m u n i e i ~ a 3  groups utilized t h e  assembly reom for t h e i r  meetings.  In 1932 ,  
the Community Club qymnaslum served as an improv ised  and temporary ellnic and 
t h e  k i t c h e n  as a 3urqerv d u r i n q  an outbreak of tonsilitis among t h e  t o ~ n ' s  
c h i l d r e n .  Dur inq  the 1937 o v s r f l o w  of the St. Franc i s  and n d s s i s s l p p l  Rivers, 
the  building sheltered flood refugees. 
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In 1482, Singer closed its Trumann p l a n t  and, the fiert year, Arbor, 
Xaeorporated, purchased t h e  Singer properties i n  Trunann, I n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Community Club. Although t h e  rrequeney of e v e n t s  decreased and company 
sponsored ac t i v i t i e s  ended, the building, nom c a l l e d  t h e  Old  Community Bouse, 
still houses a number of r e g u l a r  and special community and civic funct ions.  
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I VERBAL BOUNDARY 

The Poinsett ComunJty Club i s  located on part o f  Pot 1 of the City o f  Trumann, 
comprising the South one-ha1 f o f  group 3 o f  the Arbor Industrial Complex Horizontal: 
Property Regime, The boundary begins on the North side of Poinsett Street. A t  

I 
the intersection o f  Poi n s e t t  and Main Streets, proceed northwest along the Poi n s e t t  
Street r i g h t  o f  way 208 feet t o  i t s  iintersection w i t h  the Whittle Plywood Access Road. 
Then proceed northeast along the Whittle Road 274 feet. Turn southeast and proceed 
442 feet  a1 ong the levee base o f  t h e  old Singer reservoir to Main Street. Then proceed 
318 feet southwest along the Main Street right o f  way t o  the point o f  begfnning. 
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I P o i n s e t t  c a h u n i  ty Club 
I _ i Trumann , Poi nsett Co. , Arkansas 

1 : -+ UTM References : 

A 15 725070 3950220 - 
B 15 725120 3950270 

- - -  C 15 725245 3950160 
D 15 725130 3950160 
Trumann , Arkansas Quadrangle, 1 : 24000 

7 .  - . -  . . . . -  L *  - 


