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6, Function or Tlae 
Hrstoric Functions (enter categories from Instructions) Current Functions {enter categories tror -struttions) 

Government /Cow thome JCoun tv C o w  thouse GovernmentJCourthouseICount. Courthouse 

7. Dsscrlptlon 
Arehllectural Classification Materials (enter cazegories lmm Instructions) 
(enter categories born inmctions) 

foundation Limes tone 
Late 19th and 20th Centurv Revivals/ ws\k J limes tone 
Classical Revivzl 

tW Cerami r: Ti l P 

M b s  p m n t  and hlstoric physical appearance. 

Stmmarp. The hinsett County Courthouse was designed in 1917 by Pine Bluff architect 
Mitchell Selligmn and is constructed of grey Bedford stone and reinforced concrete. It 
is two storys in height, set upon a raised basemenL, and covered with a hipped roof and 
central d m  on the main portion a d  a flat roof on the wings. Its rectangular, 
symetrical plan features two intersecting hallways vhich allow entrance i n t o  the 
building from a l l  four ekvations. 

Elaboration. ZSle Poinset t County Courthouse was designed by the Pine Bluff architect 
,hi tchell Selligman in 1917, just one month after the earlier courthouse had burned. It 
is constructed of gray Bedford stone facing reinforced concrete walls and is designed in 
a very free Classical Revival style, originally cmbining Romn, Palladian, and Colonial 
Revival elements in a large and impressive composition. It is e f d l  two storys in 
height and is seL upon a slightly raised basement. It is covered with a f la t  roof Laid 
behind a carved stone balustrade on the northern and southern wings. The roof of the 
taller central block of the structure is intersected on oppsi  te sides by the  gable roof, 
full-height entrance porticos, while the block itself is capped w i t h  a low, pyramidal 
hipped roof, dl of which is finished in clay tile. The pyrmid roof is truncated by a 
raised, quare stone platform which supports an octagonal clock tower. 'Ihe tower is 
composed af an octagonal drm, each face of which Sea tures two pilasters flanking a tall 
central window, and a tai l ,  octagonal d m  which is itself punctuated by four molded 
clock openings (one abve each elevation1 and finished by a carved spherical ornament. 
The plan is symmetrical and essentially square. 'Ihe first floor entrances on all four 
elevations lead into two perpendicular axial hallvays , wi th t w i n  s ltraigh t staircases a t 
t h  northern and soutbern ,rids which flank the hallway i t s e l f a n d  lead up t o  the second 
f loor  a d  down to the b a s m n t ,  A slngle stone chirl~ey rises frm the normern flank of 
the hipped roof. 
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The eastern and western elevations are ident ica l .  Both present symmetrical facades 
organized around t h e  clear focal point ,  the full-height, pedimented Corinthian portico. 
At each end of the facade a slightly projecting 'two story bay consis ts  of two square- 
headed, f h e d ,  almjnm single pane windows on each floor, the upper windows s l ight ly  
d e r  than the lower, placed betwen two end pilasters which in turn rest upn a water 
tab le  molding and which support a blank frieze and cornice. These projecting bays frame 
the tal ler  central  block, which is five bays long M i n d  the portico. The f irst  story of 
this central section is fenestrated by two sqmre-headed fixed alminum windows on each 
side of the central allrminm pair doors and transom, while the second story features five 
idenEica1 arched a l d n m  windows which have a small awning window bui l t  i n t o  the bottom 
adaxmi-circular so l id  aluminum piece inserted i n t o  the arch above. Tbe portico is 
c.ornposed of a low, stone staircase r i s ing  be tween f lat stone s Loops t o  a porch floor,  

- which in turn supports four massive, evenly distributed round Corinthian columns which 
maw as they rise t o  t h e i r  elaborate c a p i t a l s .  A simple entablature with a frieze 
featurins the name of the building and a raised blank circle at each end is finished with 
a delicate denti1 course extending t h e  entire length of the projecting interior p e h n t  
molding above. me pediment molding is ornamented underneath with a larger dentil 
muse, of fewer den t i l s  and each being a sculpted scroll. nis course is continued also 

--beneath the pediment 
cornice, as is the smaller dentil course. The tympanum is decorated with a stylized 
f l o r d  mot if on either side of an ellabora te central car touche. The same: frieze and 
cornice detailing as seen here appears also on the main body of the building, but on 
these elevations only. 

The northern and southern elevations are also identical. Each is nine bays across and 
balanced around a projecting central bay, ~hich contains two th in  stairwell windows on 
either side of a central, square-headed fixed single-pane aluminum window on the second 
story and an aluminum pair door entrance with a single-pane transom on the f icst story. 
To either side of t h i s  central bay these elevations are punctuated w i t h  three square- 
headed single-pane fixed almhmn windows on each story,  w i ~ h  the upper story windows 
being slightly smaller than those on the first story. These elevations also feature 
fixed alminm basement windows, w i t h  three to each side of the central low, stone 
staircase. The stone balustrade seen on the eastern and western elevations (atop the 
f lanking wings) is continued around both of these elevations. Otherwise the ornament is 
confined to the pilasters and dog-ear decorative stone crown moldings around the 
doorways. The interior  retains much 05 its originat plaster walls and decorative plaster 
moldings and ornament. Noteworthy among these are the eagle and Corintkian capital  
groupings in the courtroom. The interior also retains or iginal  l ight  fixtures and wood 
door krim. 

me Poinsett County Cowthouse has only k e n  altered slightly over the years, with the 
most drastic changes occurring in the early 1970's, when the original Colonial Revival 
~ o o d  f a d i &  t-and-ver tical-pane sash and the one-over-one wood sash windows were 

I xplaced throughout with allrminum thermal windows. The clay tile roof developed leakage 
-- problems but was restored rather than replaced. The Poinsett County Courthouse remains 

the finest and most sophisticated example of its architectural type i n  Harrisburg. 



8. Statement of Slqnlflcance 
. ~Gitylr:u off ~ c ~ a l  has considered the significance ol this properly in relsrion to other properties: 

nationally statewide lacally 

-iteria Cunslderations (Exceptions) 0 8  DC Dr> DE OG 

Areas of SlgnHlcance (enter categories from instructbns) Psrlod of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 

Cultural Affiliation 

State significance of propem. and just* criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and prlods of significance noted above. 

Suonaary . The Poinsett County Courthouse is k i n g  nominated under Criterion C with local 
significance for i ts  distinctive architectural s tyle .  It survives as the best example 
within t h e  community of Harrisburg of the grand, formal Classical Revival style which 
became popular after the tm of the century. It is also unique in t h i s  regard, as it 
combines several d i s  t h c  t axchi t e c t u r d  tradi Lions i n t o  a synthesis w h i c h  draws directly 
from European Classical and hrague prototypes, as well as tb American Colonial 
interpretations thereof. 

~ a b o r a t i o n .  The Poinsekt County Courthouse is being nominated under Cri ter ion C with 
local significance for  the high qua l i ty  of its design a d  the sophistication of its 
architect in the handling of  a variety of Classical and Neoclassical traditions. Its 
selection and distribu~ion of traditional ornament blends with its expanses of  re la t ively 
uninterrupted c a l l  space t o  create a composition which is imposing and f o m l  yet rich 
with de t a i l  which is both symbolic and visually engagirrg. 

The city of Harrisburg had served as the county seat of Poinset t Comry since 1856, when 
the  town of Bolivar (three miles t o  the nor th)  was relieved of that role. I-hrrisburg 
made the  most sense as the site of the county seat due t o  i t s  central location; and it 
later became even more accessible by virtue  of the decision of the S t .  Louis, Iron 
Mountain and Southern Railroad to site their Helena branch through Harrisburg in 1882. 
~a m a i l y ,  the city experienced substantial growth after  t h i s  po in t  in time : it grew from 
700 in 1889 to between 2,000 and 2,500 in 1917, the year the new courthouse was 
constructed. By t h i s  t h e  Harrisburg could boast of two banks, water works, an electric 
l i gh t  a d  power plant, a new ice plant,  two large cotton gins, a new flout. mill and grain 
elevator, two r e t a i l  lunber yards, one large stave mill, a tractor factory, a bakery, a 
number of active retail stores, two h o t e l s ,  several restaurants, blacksmith and machine 
shops, one weekly newspaper, and three saw mills. The ci ty  a lso  possessed a number of 
active church organizat ions,  a good sys~em of public schmls (a new high school was 
constructed around t h i s  time at  a to ta l  cost of over $60,000.00), and well-kept streets 
with paved sidewalks. Most importantly, perhaps, was i ts  accessibility to the rich 
farmland which surrounded it and produced in abundance such cmps as wheat, corn, cotton,  
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Verbal Boundary Description 
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clover, COW peas, rice, alfalfa, soy beans, timothy, oats, potatoes, vegetables, fruit, 
etc. After the construction of the railroad, Harrisburg became an important comercia1 
and transports tion center for the thriving agrictd tural crwmnuni ty around i t . 
Thus it i s  no surpr ise  that when the earlier ( c .  1872) and presumably more modest 
cous thouse burned an Hay 4 ,  1917, the county desired not only something fireproof (hence 
the reinforced concrete and steel frame) but also a grand and imposing structure which 
would speak of the county's statuse. O f  additional. significance was the courthouse 
square site for  the s tructwe, surrounded as it was by a thriving c m r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  and 
bordered by four pr incipal  throughfares from which t h e  courthouse could be seen on all 
sides. County Judge S.T. Mayo oversaw the effort which by June 6 of that year sac: 
appropriations ordered 'by the court for  the bu i ld ing  of a new courthouse which included 
the levying of a tax for  the purpose. Mitchell S e i l i p n ,  the young architect from Pine 

, B l u f f ,  was selected t o d e s i g n  thenew edifice,  and J. E. HoSlingsworthwas the contractor 
 ired to  construct it. - 
Selliman answered the challenge of a site which d m d e d  four front elevations w i t h  an 
essent ia l ly  Palladian plan, fea Luring four entrances and two identical main entrances. 
He highlighted the main entrances vi th grand, full-heigh t , pedimented Corinthian porticos 
complete with heavy Classical deta i l  w h i c h  c o d d  be easily read from the street and which 
clearlyidentif ied this structure as an of f i c i a l  public bui lding.  He fenestrated the 
bulk of the building with simple one-uver-over wood sash windows, as was c m o n  for 
public buildings at the time, but f i l l e d  his arched windows with mod fixed and sash 
windows of a dis t inc t ly  Colonial Revival aspect. Yet he compJ.hentd these details with 
the balance and s tasis of the composition and overall propot tions. As such he lent  the 
eastern and western (or entrance) elevations both a Classical and Georgian Colonial 
character . 
Though it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  discern just which vocabu,lary he was trying to emphasize, there 
is no doubt about the use of the Classical idiom to convey a s ta te ly ,  formal presence. 
There is also no soubt about the ambitiousness of the county officials in desiring Ithis 
effect, for stone construction is always one of the most expensive; indeed, t h i s  
structure cost $200,000.00 t o  buUd in 1917. Selligman clearly availed himself of an 
opportunity to  create a grad and expensive yet appropriately restrained design. 

The Poinsett County Courthouse also survives as a symbol of a prosperous place during a 
prosperous time, a symbolism which is actually part of a contemporaneous, early twentieth 
century t radi t ion wfiich swept t h e  United States. No fewer than seventeen s t a t e s  b u i l t  
new state capi tols  during the f i r s t  two decades of the twenti~ th century in this grand, 
'Jeoclassical, vocabulary ( the Arkansas State Capi to1 of 1902 is a representative example 1. 
4 remarkable amount of wealth was circulating during this perid and even publ ic  enti t ies 
found themselves with a surplus of capi ta l .  This classical imagery clearly harkened backto 
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Europe and especially the grandeur of Rome during its p e r i d  of greatest conquest and 
wealth, the days of '"bred and circus." hericans, he ther  deliberately or not,  drew 
parallels between the growth and development of a newly industriaLized America and 
hemight and wealth of early Imperial Rome. It is then interesting t o  see this trend 
manifest itself in what was a relatively removed, albeit t h r iv ing  agricultural center. 
Clearly, the technical advances and growth of transportation networks in the Late 
ninenteenth and early twentieth centuries facilitated the spreading of papular 
architectural styles; and though it is doubtful that  the county off ic ia ls  in Harrisburg 
embraced such a sophisticated understancling of this new symbolism, it is evidenL that 
architects l i k e  Mitchell Selligman believed in the correctness and appropriateness of the 
hTeoclassica1 vocabulary for go\-ernment buildings.  As such, h i s  studied rendering of this 
style in the Poinsett County Courthouse speaks t o  this belief, and thus stands as both an 
erudite handling of the Classical Revival vocabulary and a testimonial to the 
pervasiveness of its p p d a t ~ t g  and meaning in the early twentieth century. 
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Verbal Boundarv D€?scr i~t ion (con t ' dS 

along latter boundary to  intersection with perpendicular line formed by eastern boundaq 
of Main Street; thence proceed northerly along latter boundary t o  intersection with 
perpendicdar line formed by southern boundary of Market Street; thence proceed easterly 
t o  point of beginning, comprising in all less than 1 acre. 




































