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DESCRIGE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN] PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .~
[

Site contains State Line MiTeage Marker (48th mile). 1It's made of cast iron
weighting over 100 pounds. The marker is part of the or1g1na1 survey def1n1ng
Oklahoma territory and the State of Arkansas. The marker is octagonal shaped
pipe with the raised Tetters "48 M" near the top - on the north side, "18??t_
south side, "ARK". east side and "CHOC." west side.. e
The site of the marker is about 50 yards on a 4 foot wide trail from a paved
parking lot just north of Highway 88. About half of the parking lot is in
Oklahoma. . - S e Co e

SSite Alteration: & 07 T - ToED T TR e e SR e s e

__..The Forest Service constructed a native stone and morter base-for the marker in

1974. This was done to prevent soneone from stealing it. The marker location
was not moved.

No other physical alterations have occurred to the marker.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This site is one of the few places where public access is available to one of the
original 1877 State Line Milage Markers. The survey of the State Line was a
controversial government action because more than one survey occurred. Luci
Baines Johnson, daughter of President Lynden Baines Johnson, dedicated the
Talimena Scen1c Drive at this location June 7, 1970.

"The first State Line was agreed to in the Treaty of Doak's Stand in 1820 (Ark.
Hist. Quarterly XXVIII 204.)

The Washington or Choctaw Boundary Treaty of 1825 (Baird, 17; Bearss, 97-29;
Debo, 50; McReynolds, 118-119; Morris, Map No. 19 and text)} set the present
boundary south of Fort Smith, Arkansas.

K171 white settlers west gf this line were to be removed., Al]l Choctaws to the
east were to relocate west. Future settlement of U.S, Citizens west of the
line was to be prevented {Bearss, 97-99; Morris, Map No. 19 and text).

There was much d1spute over this line by the Arkansas Terr1tory but a U. S
Attorney Generals' opinion in 1829 confirmed this Tine.(Ark. Hist. Quarterly
XXVIIT 210-211).

James S. Conway.of Lafayette County was appointed by President Jackson, Surveyor

... of Public_ lLands (Hempstead, 24). He certified the surveys as follows "I do e

hereby certify that the above plat of the 1ine forming the boundary of the
Choctaw Tands in the Territory of Arkansas has such marks and bounds both
natural and artificial as are represented thereon and described in the field
notes thereof and returned with this "Plat" into the 0ffice of the Secretary
of War". Morris, Map No. 55 and text).

This line was later proved to diverge to the west (Debo, 195-197; Morris, Map
No. 19 and text). The error may have been intential (Ark. Hist. Quarterly
XXVIEI, 209),

The 1ine became a focus of illegal liquor traffic {Bearss, 121-122, 125-127).

{see continuation sheet)
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Many more arguenents ensued until the Three Cornered Treaty of 1855 (Debo, 17-73
and Morris, Map 19 and text) which defined the same starting point and direction
from Fort Smith.

Upon resurveying for only eight miles they found the oid Tine diverging to
the west. Choctaw witnesses resigned in protest when the Secretary of Interior
gave orders "merely to retrace the boundary line as surveyed and marked in
previgus years" (Ark. Historical Quarterly XXVIII, 213-215; Debo, 195-197).

At the Civil Harlsend a new treaty was signed in 1866 and new efforts by the
" Choctaws were made to get the boundary changed to the east. The matter was

finally settled, legislation confirning the old boundary in March 1875 {Ark. Hist.

Quarterly XXVIII 216-218; Baird, 181-132).

- The rasuvvey was meds in 2877 ard 2 survey was alsg made on @ true souin line.
Tre zcreage difference was calculated at 135,204.02 acres (Ark. Hist. Quarterly
XXYII11, 219; Baird, 181-182; Morris, Map No. 19 and text).

Congress authorized settlement at 50¢ per acre on January 5, 1886  {Baird, 182;
~Morris, Map No. 12 and text).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

State Line location covers an acrea starting at the northeast corner of the
parking Tot just north of Arkansas 88 and Oklahoma 1 highway intersection.
From this corner proceed north 150 feet, thence west 150 feet, thence south
150 feet, thence east 150 feet to the starting point. The marLer is within
15 feet of the southwest corner, section 6, township 1, range 32 west.
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Bairds, ¥W. David. 1972. Peter Pitchlynn:
of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 238 pages.

Bearss, Edwin C., and A. M. Gibson. 1969.
Arkansas. University of Cklahoma Pre
Bibliography. Annotated.

Debo, Angie. 1972 revision. The Rise and

Chief of the Choctaws. University

ITTus., Index, Bibliography. Annotated.

Fort Smith, Little Gibraltar on the
ss, Norman. 349 pages. I1jus., Index,

Fall of the Choctaw Republic. University

of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 314 pages.

Foreman, Grant. 1934. (second printing 19
University of Oklahoma Press, Norman.
fnnotated.

Godspeed, Weston Arthur (Editor-in-Chief}.
History of the Province of louisiana

I1Tus., Index, Biblijography. Annotated.

66). The Five Civilized Trides.
455 pages. I1Tus., Index, Bibliography.

1904. The Province and the States (A

Under France and Spain, and of the
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States Formed Therefrom). In Seven

Yolumes (Volume III used.} 543 pages.

Madison, Wisc. No index. Article on
Ex-Governor Cassius McDonald Barnes;

Hempstead, Fay. 18%0. A Pictorial History

The Western Historical Association,
"Indian Territory," Associate Editor
Author Archer 5. Hulbert.

of Arkansas -- From Earliest Times to

the year 1890. St. Louis and New Yor

Morris, John Y., and Edwin C. McReynolds.
University of Oklahoma Press, Norwan,

1240 pages. I1lus., Index, B1b11ography Annotated.

k; N. D. Thompson Publishing Company.

1965. Historical Atlas of Oklahoma.

70 maps, with text. Index, Bibliography.

Peck, Henry L. 1967 (3rd Edition). The Proud Heritage of LeFTore County. Hoffman

Printing Company, Muskogee. 402 page

s. Illus., Index. Annotated.

Shirley, Glenn. 1968. Law Mest of Fort Smith, (AHistory of Frontier Justice in the

Indian Territory 1836-1896). Universi

ity of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 333

pages. Illus., Bibliography. Annotated.
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The Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Volume XXVIIT, Number 3, Autumn 1969. 1. David

Baind, "Arkansas's Choctaw Boundary"

a Stuoy of Just1ce Delayed," pp 203-222.

» Arkensas Historical Association, Fayetteville.

The Chronicles of Dklahoma Volume L, Humber

2, Summer 1972. Elizabeth H. Hunt,
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PERIODICALS (cont.)

"Two Letters from Pine Ridge Mission," pp 219-225. Oklahoma Historical
Saciety, Oklahoma City.

MAPS:

Morris, John W., and Edwin C. McReynolds. 1965. Historical Atlas of Oklahoma.
Map Mumber 19: “Choctaw-Arkansas Boundaries™; iap Kumber 24: . "Forts and
Military Roads 1817-1876"; Map Number 55: "Fort Smith Boundary"; Map
Number 56: "Townships and Ranges.’

United States Forest Service, Ouachita MNaticnal Forest: Kiamichi Ranger District,
1854,

United States Forest Service, Quachita National Forest, Arkansas, Fifth Principal
Meridian, 1956.
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Johnston, Homer L., Heavener, Oklahoma
————LanesLloyds{Menas—-Arkansas

-Unites-States-Geological Survey, Mountain Fork Quadrangle;- Arkansas-Oklahoma;-1958.—

Maddox, Owen, Mena, Arkansas
Rabb, Mina (Mrs. Harry), Acorn, Arkansas (Mena, R. 3)
Scott, James A, and Gussie, Mena, Arkansas

" Yeaman, Omar, Talihina, Cklahoma
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