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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL 1IF KNOWNl PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Shaver House is a two-and-one-half s torey Neo-Colonial Revival st-ructure. 
The roof is a combination of hips, truncated-hips,and gables. The front 
(east) facade of the st ructare h a s  a twu-storey, fu l l - length  gallery from 
which a gable roof projects. The upper gallery is supported by Ionic columns 
and linked by 5owed balustrades which are conposed of turned members. On the 
h a t t o m  level the gallery has stxaiqht t u r n e d  Salustrades and Tuscan columns. 
A garland frieze sqara tes  the  upper and lower porches. A third porch w i t h  
two--storey Ionic columns projects  from the two-storey gallery. The t h i r d  
-prch is a pedinented gable with a Palladian window. There are five gabled 
and shed additions on the  rear. E n t r a n c e  is gained from a single centered 
door w i t h  an at-a1 glazed panel. Windows are symmetrically placed. The struc- 
ture is finished in weatherboard. The entrance is a single,oval,q3_azedfpanel 
door with oval sidelights and a rectangular transom. 

Interior 

The in ter ior  p las ter  walls have been removedJand dry wall w i l l  be hung in t h e i r  
place. A sinqle-turn s t a i r  leads to the second f loor ,  The stair is compased 
of turned nemkrs. A jigsaw-cut and bail-and-spindle transon separates the 
entrance from the parlor. The house will be restored to as near original eon- 
d i t i o n  as is ~ s s i b l e .  

I 



PERlOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- fISTOnlC ARCMEULOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING ,LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELtGIQN 

- ,1499 4RCHE3LOGY-HISTOAtC -COIYSERVATION LAW ,SCIENCE 

- 1599 4 G R I C U L T h f R E  -ECON?MICS -LITERATURE . -SCULPTURE 

-I 600-1699 XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY ,SOCIAUHVMA~ITARIAN X 
-1 700- 1799 A R T  -ENGINEERING ,MUSIC ,THEATER 

3800 -7  899 ~COL:MERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMFNT -PHILOSDPHY . -1RAhlSPORfATfON 

$SOo- -COMMUNICATION$ -1 N 0 U STRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER lSPEClFY) 

JNVENTION . . . .  . . . .  . . 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Judge Benjamin  Shaver House in Tdena, Arkanr;as,is a large dwelling that 
is both architecturally and h i s to r i ca l ly  significant. The frame Keo-Colonbal 
Xevival s t r uc tu r e  is distinguished by t he  design and detailing of a two-  
storey gallery that spans the  facade (east elevat ion) .  The house is a 
reminder of the  early settlement of Nena. It was b u i l t  in 1896, only tkw 
years after Mena was incor,norated. The house is also associated with t w o  
of Mena's most h i s t o r i c a l l y  significant c i t i z ens ,  Judge Benjamin Shaver and 
his daughter, Dorothy Shaver. Judge Shaver was a prominent lawyer in Mena, 
and Dorothy Shaver was t h e  Presdient  of t h e  Lord and Taylor re ta i l  corpora- 
tion in New York C i t y .  The corporation operated the  prestigious Len! and 
Taylor department store. For a brief period during the 1940's the house 
served a s  t he  Kens General Hospital. The building was converted for use 
as a hospital &cause of its large s i z e ,  

Mena was founded along the  Kansas C i t y  Southern 2ailr~ad when it laid track 
through southwest Arkansas in 1894. Among the early settlers in Nena was 
Judqe Benjamin Shaver, who quickly  became one of the  city's tap lawyers. 
Shaver's home, which he b u i l t  in 1895, was cne of t h r  largest and ~ ~ o s t  elegant 
dwellings in the new eonlrwiity. The house was an important gathering place 
for social events. 

Dorothy Shaver g r e w  up in the Shaver House. A f t e r  c o l l e ~ e  she joined a 
sister, Elsie, who w a s  an art student in Chicago. The t w o  sisters created 
and sold dolls which became farnous under t he  name of " L i t t l e  Shavers.'" 
D o r o t h y  Shaver's first contact with t h e  Hew York firm of Lord and Taylor 
was brought about by the sale of " L i t t l e  Shavers'Yo t h e  company. H e r  
career wikh Lord and Taylor was spectacular and was capped by her attainment 
of t h e  conpny' s presidency. 

Dr. L. C .  Dixon, a Mena dentist,,occupied the Shaver House for a number of 
years af ter  it was vacated by the Shavers. From 1 9 4 0  to 1945 t h e  house 
was converted for use as t he  private Redman Hospital. For a brief t h e  
after 1945 t h e  bui ld ing housed the Mena General Haspital. After its service 
as a hospital, the Shaver House was divided i n t o  apartr.!nts. tlr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd Rice have recently acquired the 'house, and they are committed to re- 
storing t h e  house to i t s  early grandeur. 
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The facade of the two-and-one-half-storey Shaver House is symmetrical. i 
Additions to t h e  rear of the house give the building an irregular config- 
uration. The age of these  additions is n o t  knohn. The xoof form is a 
multiple combination OF gables and hips. 

The m o s t  outstanding visual feature  of the Shaver House is the  two-storey 
gallery that spans the facade (east elevation).  The gal lery is symmetrical I 
and is divided into f i v e  bays. The cen t r a l  bay is a forward projection t h a t  I 

I 

is sustained by t w o  pairs of tm-storey Ionic calumns. This projection is 
pediment&; a Palladian window centers the pediment. The two  bays which 
flank the central bay are dis t inguished by the emving edge of the frieze I 
which divides the first from the second stories. 

Four Tuscan columns sup~ort the E i r s t  f loor  of t he  gallery,and four Ionic 
columns sustain its second storey. The capitals to the 1oib.c columns have 1 
been removed. A f r ieze ,  which is ornamented with garland festooning, 
divides the first and second floors of the gallery. Both levels of the  
gallery original ly possessed a full balustrade t h a t  featwed turned spin2les. 

I 

~ a r t s o f  these balustra2es are missing, but the owners of the house are re: 
I 

I 
storing them to t h e i r  original appearance. 1 

The first  f loor  enLaance is a s i n g l e  door that is centered by an oval glazed 
panel. Lights  w i t h  oval glazed panels flank t he  entrance. The door and 
Lights are surmounted by a transom. The second storey balcony is centered ' 
by a pla in  double-leaf doorway. 

The window arrangement is symetrical. !??he windows are r e c k n ~ l a r ,  one 
over one {1/1) , and double-hung. 

The interior retains little of I t s  or ig ina l  fabric, b ~ t  it is current ly  
being restored t a  i t s  o r i g i n a l  zppearance. The architectural significance 
of t h e  Shaver House rEsts en t i r e ly  with i t s  exterior appearance. 





The Shaver House 
i h a ,  Arkansas 
Bob h 
1979 
AXPP 
E2St Elevation from the southeast 
f; 1 



~ M ~ j d d  BIBLIOGRAPHI~AL REFERENCES 
The mokinq Glass, Mena, Arkansas, DecercSer, 1975 and May 1978 

ACREAGE OF NOMIMATE0 PROPERTY 1 f?!? fh3'n tT7P 

QUADRANGLE NAME 16na Q w+rmp1 p - 
U TM REFERENCES 

.,.. 
G W U I I  

YEREAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE- COUNTY CODE 

CCDE COUNTY 
. - 

STATE CODE 

a FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 7 Description, Frezi l  Miller 

18 Significance, Irlike Shinn 
OFIGANIZATIOM DATE 

Arkansas Histor ic  Preservation Program 4/20/79 
STFEET & XULIBEA TELEPHONE 

Sui te  500, C o n t i n e n t a l  BlZs. . >lain & r*Iarkham 501-371-2763 . , - < .  
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

L i t t l e  Rock Arkansas 72201 . 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

L Z  , I - , . -  
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WlTHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATE- L O C A L L  

As the des~gnated State H~storic Preservation Offrcer for the Natlonal Hrstoric Presevation,Act of 1966 /PUMIC Law 89-66S!. t 
hereby nominate this propertv for inclusion in the National Register and certify a t  11 has .b-vafuared according ta t h e  

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Sewice, . , .- 

STATE HISTORIC PREsERvAtluN oFFrcER SlGNATunE Joan Ral dEpfl - 1 < 3 ,$cJ ~J~~~~~~~~ - 
TlTLE (1 DATE f 

. . ?fay 22. 1 78 
$FOR NPS USE ONLY . . , .  

1 t HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPER&,E INCLUDED IN THE rwT~oNAt REGISTER .. . .. 
- . .  . . . ,  

. "  . 
I DATE ' . .  P 

r KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER . I .  

ATTEST: - , DATE . . .  . 
' r 

, CHIEF OF REGI5TRATICH . . c . , . , . . . . 

GPO 9 2  1-30> 





UNITED STATES 
'ARTMEST OF THE 1flTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 




