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I. Name 

hrst~r ic  Mest House 
.- . - . - - --. ---." - - - -  

and or West-Webb House 

street & number 229 Beech Styet*  .. - . -- 
M I A  no! lor publrcation .. - .-. . 

city. town Helena - .  lQ!A vlclnlty of 
.. -- congress iana7 di_s-t_r_i c.t -- .[i_rslt_ 

stare Arkansas code 05 county Phi 11 i p s  code 107 

3, Ctassificatien 
Cat agory Ow ne~ship Status Present U e s  
. ._ dtstrtct , , publ~c X occupied - . . agrlcultute 
.X bu~lding(s) .X_ private . unoccupied - commercial r 

park 
. ~ Z r u ~ t u r l ?  both _ work in progress - educational -1- private residence 
- s~te  'PuUls Acquisition kccessi ble entertainment - - refiglous 

object _ rn process X, yes: res{rieted - government scientific 
being considered . . yes: unrestricted .. industrial - transportalr~n 

N /A .- no ' -- military - - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mrs. Harry Webb, Sr. ... , . . - -  - -- - - - - .... - --- 

street & number 229 Beech Street  
. . - . -- -. ...- - -  - 

c ~ t y ,  town Helena N/&lclnrty ot state Arkansas 72342 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courlhouse. feqislry of deeds, eft. Phi 1 1 5 ps County Courthouse - - 

s:reet & number Cherry St ree t  - .. . .. . .  - - -  

C I ~ Y  ~ o w n  Helena state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys - - - 
',':e Helena Historic, Resource Survey has this oropefly been delerrnirPd eligible? yes no N / A  

On!+ 1979 b d ~ r a l  state ccun ly  
'"'"' N I A  

~ ' . - - ~ u ~ ~ l g r y  '#;I \-.-v--: r-, cc-.:. Phi 11 ips County Lj brary 

+'I, . > a  He1 ena ;1<1tc. 
Arkansas 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
.X excellent delerlorated unsllered 1 orkq~r~al slre 
-- good ruins X altere& moved date 

. .. f a ~ r  uneaposed 
- , - -  -- - . . -- 
Describe the present and original [if known) physical appearance 

Impressive as an early Arkansas example 03 the Georgian Revival , the 
West House was b u i l t  in Helena i n  1900. The house i s  a meticulously 
d e t a i  1 ed blend o f  the Georgian Reviva l  w i t h  Queen Anne decorative 
deta i  1 s ,  Bui?  t by the C l e m  Brothers of St. Louis f o r  Mercer Elmer West, 
the house i s  identical i n  plan to the Short -Bier i  House, a lso  i n  Helena, 
constructed by the same bui lder. 

ELABORATION 

The West House was bu i  1 t i n  1900 by the C l e m  Brothers of S t .  toui  s for 
Mercer Elmer 5es t and h i s  wife, Mary Moore Govan West. Highly respected 
builders, the Clem Brothers are known t o  have constructed three houses 
i n  Helena. The West House s i t s  h igh  on a terrace of Crowley's Ridge and 
commands a magnificient view of Helena and the Mississippi River. 

The West House is a two-and-a-half story frame structure of Georgf an 
Revi val design, w i  th some features such as cornice brackets and sta ined 
glass used i n  some o f  the windows reflecting the inf luence o f  the Cueen 
Anne style,  which in 1900 was comfng to an end. The symnetri cal place- 
ment of windows and doors, the Greek Ionic columns of the wide verandah 
and the use o f  P a l  l ad ian  window on each f l o o r  clearly demnstrate  t h e  
predominate inf luence o f  the Georgian Revival. The house s i t s  on a 
>r ick  faunciation and has four br ick  chimneys, one o f  which has decorative 
corbeling. The wide f u l l  front varandah of the front facade curves 
outward t o  f o r n  a r o u n ~ e d  pmj'ection a t  the south corner. Verandah 
detailing includes Ionic columns, a ra i l  o f  turned spindles, and a 
dentilled cornice. The centered Smnt doer i s  flanked by sidelights and 
has a transom above. Slender columns between t h e  door and sidelights 
support an archi t rnve w-i t h  an app l  ique o f  gar1 and swags. A Say w i  ndow 
t o  the l e f t  o f  the entrance has a f i x e d  center w i t h  a sta ined glass 
transom, flanked by double-hung windows. A Palladfan window to the 
r i g h t  o f  the entrance adds further interest to  the  front facade. Centered 
above the entrance i s  a sl ightty project ing bay with a Pal  t adi  an window, 
equal in wid th  t o  the entrance, w i t h  p i  lasters supporting a keystoned 
cornice.  A wide bracketed cornice details the projecticg bay. Bay  
w i  ndows w i  t h  three one-over-one doubl e-hung windows f l ank  the center 
fenestration. The slate covered roof  is punctured by two gable roofed 
dormers, each wi th  slate s id ing  and a dentil led cornice. The center 
window i s  overs1 zed w i t h  a pair of arched casement windows. The flank1 ng 
pedimented darners have a s i  ngle  double-hung window, w i  t h  dd amond-paned 
upper sash. The n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  has three windows on each floor and a 
single dormer. An interior br ick  chimney punctures the  hipped r o o f ,  A 
three-si  ded bay window w i  t h  three doubl e-hung windows i s posi t i o n e d  a t  
the east  corner o f  the first f l o o r .  The south side elevation has similarly 
arranged fenestrations, the largest consist ing o f  a single f i x e d  pane . 
topped by a sta jned glass transom and balanced on either side by a 
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double-hung window. A one story gable roofed kitchen w l  t h  side porch 
extends f r o m  the rear. A second floor sleeping porch 1s partially 
enclosed and a s i n g l e  dormer penetrates the r o o f .  The nar th  por t ion o f  
the rear elevation i s  covered by a cross gable roof, 

The i n t e r i o r  i s  f inished i n  whi te  oak. Doors are made o f  quarter-sawn 
oak. The parlor, 2 i  brary and d in ing  row are separated by pocket doors,  
w h i  Ie others throughout the house are paneled w i  t h  transoms. The 
central hal l  i s  highlighted by an elaborately carved s t a i w a y  w i t h  a 
bui 1 t-i n curved s e t t e e  beneath the l a n d i n g .  The s t a i r s  , w i  t h  wood 
paneled wall below, have square newel posts with bead trim and an 
applique o f  r ibboned laurels. Each newel post i s  topped by a carved 
wood urn. Three steps lead to  a landing, turn and cont inue i n  a s t r a i g h t  
f l i g h t .  Resting atop one o f  the newel posts is an Ionic column supporting 
a frieze o f  spindles t h a t  spans the width o f  the ha1 1. The I i brary i s  
located t o  the right  o f  the entrance and the parlor t o  the l e f t .  The 
d i n i n g  room i s  located off  the parlor. Three elaborately carved corner 
f i replaces on the f irst  f loor  have t i l e  faces and classically detailed 
mantel pieces w i  t h  i nset  beveled m i  rrom . The l i brary mantel is d i  s ti n c t i  ve 
for the two  large Neptune f i g u r e s  t h a t  f l a n k  ei ther side. A? 1 rom 
have a p i  cture moul d and three-quarter mund corner maul d i  ngs. Simp1 e 
archi  t rave moul di  ngs and  corni ces surround the doors. 

Though none remain today, there originally was a carriage house, horse 
barn, cow shed and o ther  outbui ld ings behind the house. Except f a r  
a t tach ing  the ki tchen i n  1960, there have been no changes to the o r i g i n a l  
structure of the house. 



Siqnif icance 

Period 
p - e h ~ ~ t o r i c  
F 50&1499 
1 5 0 s  1 599 
1600-1699 
1 70CL 179P 
180&1R99 

x 1900- 

hreas af Significance-Check and just i fy  below 
archeology-preh,stor~c communlly planning 
archeology-hrslorlc conservatron 
agr~culture econorn~ts 

X arch~tecture education 
a n  engineering 
commerce exploration settlement 
rb rnrn t~n~~aF!on~  lnduslry 

lnventlon 

landscape arc hiteclure religion 
law science 

l~lerature sculp~ure 
m~l~tary  soctal 
music humanilar~an 
philosophy theater 
politics government transportation 

other (spec~ty) 

Specific dares 1900 Builder Architect Clem Brothers Bui  1 ders o f  St. ~ 0 u l - 5  

Ststtmtnt  af Signilitanca (in one paragraph) 

Constructed i n  1906 for Mercer Elmer West, the West Mause on Beech 
Street in Helena is a marvelous example of the Georgian Revival style. 
Some Queen Anne decorative deta i  1 i n g  t i e s  the house t o  others on the 
block which precede i t  by a few years. The house was bui 1 t by the Clem 
Brothers o f  St, Louis who came t o  Helena t o  buj Id several of the f i n e r  
hmes i n  t own .  One of these, the  Short -Bier i  House (NR-741, is a m i  rrar 
image o f  the West House. The two houses are located only a b l o c k  away 
f r o m  each other, and they are  of ten referred t o  as the "sister houses ." 
The West House exh ib i ts  some of the finest craftsman-ship available 
during the period. West was involved i n  the t imber  business, as well as 
being a prominent banker, and hand-picked a l l  o f  the whf te oak which was 
used t h roughou t  the house. The el aborately carved mantels , parquet floors , 
pocket doors, and panelling were produced from trees cut  from those 
growing on Crowley's Ridge upon which most o f  Helena s i t s .  These trees 
were then mi I l ed  and cured a t  the McCoy 1 umber yard i n  Helena. A 1  1 o f  
t h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i  1 produced a house which ir considered by Heleni ans 
and others  as no th ing  less than impressive. 



9. Maior Bibliographical References - - 

A b s t r a c t  of Titles, Horner-Morris Abstract  Co., 711 Walnut Street, Helena, AA 
Dale P. Kirkvan, Helena h i s t o r i a n  
Mrs. Charles L. Moore, I I 1 , (Masi e West Moore, daughter o f  Mr. and Mm. Elmer 

West, and born in the West House, January 23, 1901) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated roperty 1 e5s-_than 1 aCl"e 

Quadrangk name . 
~ a f o u r .  Ark. - M i s s  . 

UT M References 

Zone Easring hlorthrng 

OuadrangFe scale : 

Zone East~ng Mort hlng 

L o t  9, Nest Addi ti on 

u u I U  

-- - -  - - - - . -  - . . . . - - . - - - - - . 
Li8t dl 8trt.n and countias for properties overlspplng state or county boundaries 

state N/A 
. . . -. -. ---. . . . 

E d  1 I j  1-1 F m  1 1  11 I I [  1 I I I i 

~ W i l i l  I l l  
-. . 

w m w  I u 
Verbal boundary deneriptlon and justHieation 

1 

code 
.. . - 

county 
. . . . 

I 

code 
, . .  . .  

I I j  

state &ode county code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nam*ttltbs Annetta Talbot Beauchamp, edited by staf f  o f  Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation Program 
- . - - - . - - - - - - 

Phi 7 1 i ps Co . f o r  Hi stori c Preservation date Rugus t 2, 1983 
- - - - -. . -. . - - - - - - . .. 

street & number 804 Columbia telephone 338-7401 

city or town He1 ena ,,, Arkansas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated srgnilicance ai this property wtth~n the state 1s. 

.- national 
- - 

slate . , X local 

As the designated St-.!e Historic PresewatiDn Offucer for I h e  Natfanal Hls!or~c P*eservation bcl of t966 (Public Law 89- 
6651, Y hereby nominate thrs prowfly 'or ~nclus~on In the National Regrster and cerrqfy that t t  has been evaluated 
aceordlng to the crilerla and procedures set forth by the Nationbl Park Senice. ;-, 

State Historic Preservation Officer rlgnstvre - : i 
- - ... 3 . .. 

tale Sta te  Hi stari c Preservation dale 

For HPS u s  ~ k $  
1 hereby cerllfy that thls properly is Included In ?he Nallonal Regist@r 

. . . - - '%.* - . r , ,  

. - - ---- +tdi. 
date . . . - -. - - -- -- 

I I Attest :  
. - . -. -. - - - . . - -. . - - . - - - . - - -- - , - - .  . 

~ 3 i # ?  
- 

Chlet of Registration -- --". _- -- --I- - -  - - - .. 1 . n  






