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8nd.o~ c o m m  Keesee-Sparks House 

2. Location 

sweet a number 723 Arkansas Street M k o t  for publication 

city. town Helena M,/A vicinity of ' congressional d l s t r i c t  First 
" 

state Arkansas code 05 county Phillips . . e 107 

3, C;Eassiification - 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

'istrict - public A occupied - agrieulZure - museum 
uildingls) 2 private - unoccupied - tornmercial - park 
ttucture - both - work in progress - educational private residence 
ita Public Acqulsitfon deeessible - entertainment - reliafnus 

o b j e c t  - in process yes: restricted - government 
- being considered - yes: unrestricted - Industrial !ation 
N/A - no - military 

.a - - -  

scientific 
transpod 
other: 

name Karl and Barbara Skarks 

street a number 723 Arkansas Street 

eitv. town He1 ena NLA vicinttv of' state b r k a n ~ a c  

courthouse, reqistfy of deeds, ete. Pfif 3 1 i PS County Courthouse 

street & number Cherry Street * - 
dtv. town He1 ena state Arkansas 

tltle He1 @na H i s  tori c Resource $ u ~ e y  fws this property been determined eligible? - yes - x no - 

date 1979 - - federaf - state county - local N /A 
- -  

depository for survey records Phi I 1 i ps County Libraw 
- -  

city. town He1 en? 
-- - -- - state 

---- Arkansas -- -- ... -- 



Condition Check one Cheek one 
- excellmt - deterlarated - mattered 2- original site - 
- g m d  - ruins 2 altered - moved; date 
4 fair - unexposed 

'esent and original (If known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Representative of the changing archi tectwal tastes a t  the turn-of -the- 
century, the Keesee-Sparks House has features of both the Queen Anne and 
Classical Revival Styles. Built in 1901 for Thomas Woodfin Keesee, t h i s  
residence has an asymmetrical plan w f t h  classical  d e t a i l s ,  symbolizing 
the architectural t rans i  ti on that occumed early in. the twentieth..century. 

ELABORAT I ON 

Less ornamented and exuberant than most Queen Anne hou%es, the Keesee- 
Sparks House i s  a residence of transi ti anal design, cornbi n i  ng a Queen 
Anne plan w i t h  restrained classical detailing. Reflecting t h e  resurgent 
popularity o f  classical fdms and detqi  1 s ,. t h i s  Dnro-and-a-ha1 f story 
residence, ' b u i l t  i n  1901', possesses such details as Ionic columns, - I - % .  

appliques of garland swags and a Pal 1 adian window. The irregular plan 
of the weatherboard-sided house csnsis t s  o f  _a rectangular block rr i  th a 
hipped roof, three multi-sided bays w i t h  project ing gable  ends and an 

- octagonal corner tower, a1 1 of which are united by a simply de ta i  1 ed 
. cornice. The house h a s  four br ick  r;himneys only one o f  which has 

decorative corbel ing. Each elevation has a gabled bay projection w i t h  a 
gab? e end covered wi t h  imbricated shingles. E l  ongated console brackets 
suppor t  the extending cornice beneath the gable end. With the exception 
o f  fou r  fixed windows, a1 1 others are double-hung, the majority having 
one-over-one configurations. The f ront  elevation (nor th)  and eas t  
el evat ion are domi nated by an t - s  haped wrap-amund p o r c h  w i  t h  a denti 1 1 ed 
cornice and sloped roof supported by Ionic col mns. A rounded bay forms 
the northeast  perch corner and extends to form a f la t - roofed tower, the 
t o p  o f  which i s  detailed wi th  a p p l i q u e s  o f  garland swags. One o f  the 
most s t r i k i n g  features o f  t h e  front elevat ion i s  a leaded glass Palladian 
window, to the r i g h t  of the entrance, t h a t  i s  composed o f  an arched 
double-hung center window flanked by rectangular f ixed windows. All  
three have a simply detailed surround and are separated by pilasters 
w i  t h  sty1 i zed Ionic capi ta1 s. The glass for t h i s  and the leaded s t a i  way 
window on t h e  east  elevation was imparted from I t a ly  especial l y  for this 
house, The entrance is  very simply deta i led  w i t h  a p l a i n  surround. A 
bay window on t h e  second f loor  of the front  i s  posi t ioned above the 
Palladian window. An arched a t t i c  window in the gable end i s  sixteen- 
over-one doubl e-hung w i  t h  a keystoned archi trave . m u 1  d i  ng . A sma7 1 
f ixed window w i  t h  diamond panes and archedsurround i s  located on t h e  
second f l o o r  above t he  f r o n t  door. The hipped roof i s  pierced by a 
dormer w i t h  a pronounced corn ice  and segmental: pediment. Both e a s t  and 
west side e levat ions  have a three-sided bay projection w i t h  arched a t t i c  
windows i n  the gable ends, as well as s ide  entrances. The front porch 
extends across approximately two- t h i  rds o f  the eas t  elevation . A f i xed  
window on the f i r s t  f l oo r  and a f i x e d  diamond-shaped window with diamond 
panes on the second f loor  are t he  only two f i xed  windows on t h i s  elevation, 
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Porches on each floor are located to  t h e  left  of the east bay projection 
a t  the southeast comer o f  the house. ~ h F f i r s  t floor porch is enclosed 
with lattice, whereas the one above i s  in the process o f  being restored 
to i t s  o r ig ina l  appearance o f  an open railed porch w i t h  arc exposed back, , 
stair. The rear e l e v a t i o n  consists of the two perches on the r i g h t ,  and 
a gabled wing w i t h  a kitchen on the f i r s t  f loor  t a  the l e f t .  

The interior features fSne quarter-sawn oak and mahogany woodwork and 
beauti  fully carved mantels and wainscoting. Pocket doors separate the 
rooms o f  t h e  first floor. Fireplaces are classically detai led.  Each 
has a t i l e  face and two are topped w i t h  mirrored mantel pieces. A 1 arge 
entrance hall has panel edioak wainscoting, a window seat b u i l t  i n t o  the 
bay windon and a fireplace flanked by f lu ted  columns w i t h  Corinthian 
capitals t h a t  support a cornice, beneath which a panel  i s  detailed with 
fo l  i ated scroll appl  i que. Located a t  the east end of the entrance ha1 1 
i s  t h e  open paneled stairway, the mst outstanding feature of the house. 
The stairs rise to a landing, turn and curve t o  a second l andf  ng, a t  
whi ch point  the bal ustrade curves graceful 1 y outward. From the second 
landing, a short  flight o f  stairs leads t o  the second f loor .  The s t a i n  
have a paneled face s t r i n g  and wall below, w i  t h  a rai l ing of turned 
balusters .  Square newel posts are embell i shed w i t h  egg and dart d e t a i l i n g  
and dentill ed cornice t r i m ,  ribboned laurels and garland appl iqws and 
f l u t e d  urn newel caps, The p a r l o r ,  which i s  hjghlighted by the Palladian 
window, i s  located to the r jght  o f  the entrance. This room has so l id  
mahogany woodwork, and mantel, wi th  pocket doors leading t o  t h e  dining 
room. Paneled o a k  wainscoting and a fine mantel o f  quarter-sawn oak 
detail t he  dining room which  i s  dominated by four large double-hung 
windows t h a t  form a bay. The original fireplaces remain i n  two o f  the 
four bedrooms upstairs ,  a l l  of which s t f  11 have t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  ceiling 
fans. An ups ta i r s  bathroom has pressed t i n  wainscoting and i t s  o r i g i n a l  
fixtures. 



Period 
- prehistoric 
-, 140Cf  499 
- 1500-1599 
- 160&1699 
-- 170&1799 
- 780b1899 
x- 1900- 

Areas af Significance--Check and justify below 
- ... archeology-prehistoric . , community planning _, - landscape architecture - rrelfgion 

- archeology-historic _ .- conservation -. -- law - science 
agriculture ,, economics literature - sculpture 

-X-. architecture .- -_ education . - military ,-, social: I 

art engineering -- music humanilarim 
- corn meree . _. exploratian!settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications -1~. industry -- poll tics;government ' t r a n s p o r l a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 
----+----- -- + 

190'1 
--- 

Specif i~ dates Builder,'Architect Unknown -.-..+- - - 

Statement of Significance {In one paragraph) 

The Keessee House i n  Helena provides an example of the trans! t i o n a l  per iod 
in arch i tec ture  a t  the t u r n  of the century. The house r e f l ec t s  elements 
of both the Queen Anne and C l a s s i c a l  Revjval styles by combining an 
asymnetri cal Queen Anne plan  w i  t h  Classical Revival detailing. The 
house was bui  It for Thomas Woodfin Keesee in 1901. Thomas was the son 
of John Will i am Keesee, a prosperous farmer i n  Phil1 i p s  County, and was 
raised on a p l a n t a t i o n  outsfde o f  town. When the- young Keesee decided 
t o  b u i l d  his own home on Arkansas Street, he joined a fashionable  
nei ghberhood which was considered the showplace of this ri verport 
c m u n i  ty. Keesee was engaged i n  f a m i  ng and cotton buying, both o f  
which  were major businesses i n  t h i s  highly  agPicu7tural area of eastern 
Arkansas. By the beginning o f  the 20th Century Helena had recovered 
from the damaging effects of the  C i v i l  War and Reconstruction. The 
production, brokerage, and shipping of co t ton  was truly ""big business." 
Thomas Woodfin Keesee and his family actively part ic ipated i n  these 
enterprises, and h i s  home reflects the success one could achieve. 




















