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1. Name
=

historic Keesee House ~
and-or common  Keesee-Sparks House
2. Location
street & number 723 Arkansas Street : N/Pot tor publication
clty, town Helena . N/A vieinityof ~ ~ congressional district First
state Arkansas code 05 county Phillips L codge 107
3. Classification )
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district - public X occupied —. agriculture — museum
= building(s) X private ~—— unoccupied — commercial — park
___structure  ___both — work in progress —— educational X __ private residence
—_ Site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment —.. religious
— object —__in process X yes: restricted —— government © ____ scientific

—— being considered — - yes: unrestricted ~—— Industrial —-._ transportation

N/A — no — military —_other:

4. Owner of Property
name _Kar] and Barbara Sparks
street & number 723 Arkansas Street
city, town Helena NZA vicinity of : state Arkansas

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, ete.  Phillips County Courthouse

street & number Cherry Street .

city, town Helena state Arkansas

6. Representaiioh in Existing Surveys

title HeTena Historic Resource Survey has this property been determined eligible? ____yes X no

date 1979 - —-federal __state __county ___local N/A

depository for survey records  Phillips County Library

city, town Helena ; state Arkansas




7. Description

LCondition - Check one Check one
—— excellent — deteriorated ___ unaitered X_original site
——good —ruins —X- altered ——- moved date _—

—x- tair — unexposed

Describe the present and original [if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY

Representative of the changing architectural tastes at the turn-of-the-
century, the Keesee-Sparks House has features of both the Queen Anne and
Classical Revival Styles. Built in 1901 for Thomas Woodfin Keesee, this
residence has an asyrmetrical plan with classical details, symbolizing

the architectural transition that occurred early in. the twentieth..century.

ELABORATION

Less ornamented and exuberant than most Queen Anne houses, the Keesee-
Sparks House is a resjdence of transitional design, combining a Queen
Anne plan with restrained classical detailing. Reflecting the resurgent
popularity of classical forms and details, this two-and-a-half story
residence, built in 1901, possesses such detaiis as Ionic columns, - .-
appliques of garland swags and a Palladian window. The irreqular plan
of the weatherboard-sided house consists of a rectangular block with a
hipped roof, three multi-sided bays with projecting gable ends and an

- octagonal corner tower, all of which are united by a simply detailed
cornice. The house has four brick shimneys,only one of which has
decorative corbeling. Each elevation has a gabled bay projection with a
gable end covered with imbricated shingles. Elongated console brackets
support the extending cornice beneath the gable end. With the exception
of four fixed windows, all others are double-hung, the majority having
one-pver-one configurations. The front elevation (north) and east
elevation are dominated by an L-shaped wrap-around porch with a dentilled
cornice and sloped roof supported by Ionic columns., A rounded bay forms
the northeast porch corner and extends to form a flat-roofed tower, the
top of which is detailed with appliques of garland swags. One of the
most striking features of the front elevation is a leaded glass Palladian
window, to the right of the entrance, that is composed of an arched
double~hung center window flanked by rectangular fixed windows. A1l
three have a simply detailed surround and are separated by pilasters
with stylized Ionic capitals. The glass for this and the Teaded stairway
window on the east elevation was imported from Italy especially for this
house. The entrance is very simply detailed with a plain surround. A
bay window on the second floor of the front is positioned above the
Palladian window. An arched attic window in the gable end is sixteen-
over-one double-hung with a keystoned architrave moulding. A small
fixed window with diamond panes and archedsurround is located on the
second floor above the front door. The hipped reof is pierced by a
dormer with a pronounced cornice and segmental pediment. Both east and
west side elevations have a three-sided bay projection with arched attic
windows in the gable ends, as well as side entrances. The front porch
extends across approximately two-thirds of the east elevation. A fixed
window on the first floor and a fixed diamond-shaped window with diamond
panes on the second floor are the only two fixed windows on this elevation,
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Porches on each floor are located to the left of the east bay projection
at the southeast corner of the house. Th& first floor porch is enclosed
with Tattice, whereas the one above is in the process of being restored

to its original appearance of an open railed porch with an exposed back .
stair. The rear elevation consists of the two porches on the right, and

a gabled wing with a kitchen on the first floor to the left.

The interior features fine quarter-sawn oak and mahogany woodwork and
beautifully carved mantels and wainscoting. Pocket doors separate the
rooms of the first fioor. Fireplaces are classically detailed. Each
has a tile face and two are topped with mirrored mantelpieces. A large
entrance hall has paneled-oak wainscoting, & window seat built into the
bay window and a fireplace flanked by fluted columns with Corinthian
capitals that support a cornice, beneath which a panel is detailed with
foliated scroll applique. Located at the east end of the entrance hall
is the open paneled stairway, the most outstanding feature of the house.
The stairs rise to a landing, turn and curve to a second landing, at
which point the balustrade curves gracefully outward. From the second
landing, a short flight of stairs leads to the second floor. The stairs
have a paneled face string and wall below, with a railing of turned
balusters. Square newel posts are embellished with egg and dart detailing
and dentilled cornice trim, ribboned laurels and garland appliques and
fluted urn newel caps. The parlor, which is highlighted by the Palladian
window, is located to the right of the entrance. This room has solid
mahogany woodwork, and mantel, with pocket doors leading to the dining
room, Paneled oak wainscoting and a fine mantel of quarter-sawn oak
detail the dining rcom which is dominated by four large double-hung
windows that form a bay. The original fireplaces remain in two of the
four bedrooms upstairs, all of which still have their original ceiling
;ans. An upstairs bathroom has pressed tin wainscoting and its original
ixtures.



8. Significance

Period

— prehisteric
e 1400-1499
e 15001599
—— 1600-1699
- T700-1799
— 1800-1899
X__1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates

—....archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning _._ _ landscape architecture ___ religion
_ - archealogy-historic - . conservation - law — science
—.— agriculture - ECONOMICS ——... literature — Ssculplure
_X__ architecture — . education ..—— military -—— social’ \
- art . — .. engineering - music humanitarian
— commerce .—— exploration’settlement ___ philosophy theater
—— communications . industry — - politics/government  ____“transportation
— . invention . ——_ other (specify}
e — —— P —— — -
1901 Builder Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance {In one paragraph)

The Keessee House in Helena provides an example of the transitional period

in archite

cture at the turn of the century. The house reflects elements

of both the Queen Anne and Classical Revival styles by combining an
asymmetrical Queen Anne plan with Classical Revival detailing. The

house was
of John Wi
raised on

built for Thomas Woodfin Keesee in 1901. Thomas was the son
T1iam Keesee, a prosperous farmer in Phillips County, and was
a plantation outside of town. When the young Keesee decided

to build his own home on Arkansas Street, he joined a fashionable
neighborhood which was considered the showplace of this riverport

communi ty.

Keesee was engaged in farming and cotton buying, both of

which were major businesses in this highly agticultural area of eastern

Arkansas.

By the beginning of the 20th Century Helena had recovered

from the damaging effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction. The
production, brokerage, and shipping of cotton was truly "big business."
Thomas Woodfin Keesee and his family actively participated in these
enterprises, and his home reflects the success one could achieve.



9; Major Bibliographical References

Abstract of Titles, Hornor-Morris Abstract Co., 711 Walnut, Helena, AR :
Historic Helena-West Helena, Arkansas, published by the Phillips County Chamber of
Commerce, 1973.
- Allen Keesee - family member.
Helena, the Ridge, the River, the Romance; by George deMan, 1978.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _1€ss_than one

Quadrangle name Latour, Ark.-Miss. I Quadrangle scale 1:62 1500
UTM References i
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Verbal boundary description and justil‘?cation

Lot 1, 2, West 6 ft. of 3;§1k. 17; New Helena?

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A . code county " code
v'stale code county '- code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Annette Talbo

organization  Phi17i ps Co. for Historic Preservation date August 4, 1983

street & number 804 Columbia ' telephone  338-7401

city or town Helena state Arkansas 72342

12. State Hisloric Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national ____ state _&_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominaie this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationa i'Park Semce /\({
State Historic Preservation Officer signature ( 6 { 4 <7m \ C__‘

ue  State Historic Preservation Ofﬁcer date & 5_3 j)

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is inciuded in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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Keesee House |
Helena, Arkansas |
J. Carfagno & A, Jones, photographers :
November, 1982

y Negative on file at AHPP
\"""_ Mantel
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Keesee House
Helena, Arkansas

J. Carfagno & A, Jones, photographers
November, 1982

Negative on file at AHPP
Viewed from the Southeast
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Stairway detail
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Keesee House

Helena, Arkansas

J. Carfagno & A. Jones, photographers
November, 1982

Negative on file at AHPP
~Window detail




Keesee House
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