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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL (if krown) PHYSICAL APFEARANCE

Constructed during the 1870's Almer Store has, surprisingly,
survived the ravages of time when structures of greater
notoriety and architectural achievements have long since
disappeared.

From a structural standpoint, the store is well construct-
ed with cypress horizontal planks laid between vertical,
grooved posts. Small waxed strings were laid betwsen the
plank joints, inside and out, to seal the structure against
the elements.

The interesting qgualities of Almer Store lie in the con-
trasts of its simple construction with the finer touches
of ornamentation that are in evidence. The Victorian
influence is evident in the projecting eaves and expocsed ,
rafters cut in the manner of scroll brackets. Delicate, !
slender posts with brackets on either side support a shed i
roof porch across the entire front of the store. A Greek |
influence is apparent in the simplified entablature over ]
|

all windows.

Almer's Store, now being restored to its original condition, |
remains basically unchanged since its original construction.
' The rectangular plan and slight proportions of the edifice
i complement its suitability to the site.
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STATEMEMNT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the early 1870's a young couple from Icwa built

a flatboat and fleoated down the Mississippl River

as far as Helena, Arkansas. Mr. and Mrs. Ulrich
Almer, both Swiss immigrants who had come to the United
States as children, lived in a three room house atop the
filatheoat on their journey dewn river.

After arriving in Helena the Almers lived on their bheat
for a while, but scon moved thelr small house ashore.
The flatbhoat was dismanteled and the wood used to build
what is now known as the Almer Store.

Though not officially used as a store by Mr. Almer, he
did use the little building to market the milk products
from his cows. The rear of the store was used to make

ing was used as a neighborhood grocery, thus acquiring
= its permanent name, Almer Stere.

In recent vears the unoccupied store had fallen into a
state of disrepair, and was about to be torn down.
However, because of its significance as a local landmark
to the citizens of Helena, the county historic preserva-
tion society purchased the store to save it from
destruction. It is now being completely restored and

i will be reopened as an arts and crafts shop. This centuty

old building will once again be a market place for the
products of local pecple.

cheese., In later years and under other owners the build-
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