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D E S C R I B E  THE PREFENT A N D  O R l G t t 4 A l .  ( i f  kn0W'n) P H Y S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Cons t ruc t ed  du r ing  the 1 8 7 0 ' s  A l m e r  S tore  has ,  surprisingly, 
survived the rzvages of t i m e  when structures of greater 
notoriety and archi tec tura l  achievements have long since 
disappeared- 

From a structural  s t a n d p o i n t ,  the store is well const ruct -  
ed with cypress ho r i zonka l  planks laid between ve r t i c a l ,  
grooved posts, Small waxed strings were l a i d  between the 
plank joints, i n s i d e  and o u t ,  to seal the structure against 
t h e  elements. 

The interesting q u a l i t i e s  of A l m e r -  S-ko'se lie in t;?e con- 
t rasts  of its simple consk ruc t i on  with the f i n e r  touches  
of ornamentation t h a t  a re  in evidence. The V k c t o r i a n  
i n f l u e n c e  is evident in the projecting eaves and expoded 
rafters c u t  in the manner of scroll brzckets. Delicate, 
slender p o s t s  w i t h  brackets on either  s i d e  s u p p o r t  a shed 
roof porch across the entire front of the s t o r e .  k Greek 
i n f luence  is appz ren t  i n  t he  simplified en t ab l a tu r e  over 
a l l  windows. 

A l r n e r ' s  Store, now bejng restored to its o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  
remains basically unchanged sicce i t s  o r i g i n a l  cons t ruc t ion .  
The rectangular p l a n  and slight proportions of t h e  e d i f i c e  
complement its suitajility to t h e  site. 
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In the early 1870's a young couple  f r o m  I G M ~  b u i l t  
a flatboat and f l oa t ed  down t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  River 
as far zs Xelena, Arkansas. Fix. 2nd Mrs. Ulrich 
A l m e r ,  boy! Swiss immigrants w h o  had come to the United 
S t a t e s  as c h i l d r e n ,  l i v e d  i n  2 three room h m s e  atop the 
f la tboa t  on t h e i r  journey dcro. river. 

- - 

After a r r i v i n g  in Helena  the Almers lived on thei r  boat 
for a whi l e ,  b u t  ccon rn~ved t h e i r  srnzll house ashore. 
The f l a tboa t  was dismanteled and the mod used to build 
what is now known as the F - l m e r  Store, 
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Though rot o f f i c i a l l y  used as a store by Nr. A l r n e r ,  he 
d i d  use the ZittIe building 2o m a r k e t  the mi lk  products  
from h i s  cows, The rear of the store was used -Lo m a k e  
cheese. I n  l a t e r  years and  under other  owners the build- 
i n g  was used as a neighborhood grocery, thus acqu i r ing  
i t s  permanent name, Almer Store. 

In recent years the unoccupied store had fallen into a 
s t a t e  af disrepair ,  and was about to be t o r n  down. 
H o w e v e r ,  because of i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  as a loczl. Landmark 
to t h e  cLtizens of Helena ,  the  county h i s t o r i c  preserva- 
tion society purchased the store to save it fzon 
des t ruc t ion ,  It is now being completely restored and 
will be reopened as an arts arid crafts shop. This centuty 
old b u i l d i n g  will once again be a market place f o r  the 
produc ts  of loca l  pecple. 
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A s  the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional His tos ic  Preservstion Act of I966 (Public Law 

89465 ) .  1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the Kationrl Register and certify that it 'has been 

evaluated accordinc to the c-iteria and procehtes  set 

forth bj. the Natlonal Park S e w ~ c e .  The recommended 

level of significance af this nomiration is; 

National 13 State L o c a l  < 
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I heteSy certify that this prapcrty is included in the 

N ~ t i o n a  I Regis ter .  
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N ~ m e  

V J i l l L a r n  E, Henderson 
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S t a t e  E j s to r i c  Preservat5on 
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Officer Keeper of The Nat ional  Register 

Date Dale 






