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RIBE THE PRESENT AND CRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Battery D consists of a series of rifle entrenchments
and earthen fortifications on Hindman Hill. Access to
this Union Battery is gained via Military Road where two
commemorative markers stand at the entrance. Though the
other Helena batteries have been greatly altered since
they were constructed in 1863, Battery D has changed
little.

On the crest of Hindman Hill are the earthworks of
Battery D. The remaining rifle trenches lie on the
southwest slope of the hill. Battery D is partially
covered with trees and thick undergrowth; however, the
owner keeps the foliage cut on the crest and upper por-
tion of the hill so that the earthworks and nearby rifle
trenches are clearly visible.

Covering about one acre of the hillside, Battery D has
remained basically unaltered in the 110 years since its
construction. Wind and weather have softened the stark-
ness of this Union Army fortification, but its military
purpose remains readily apparent. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On July 4, 1863, two of the most well-known battles of
the Civil War were fought. While Union forces repelled
the Confederates' northernmost advance at Gettysburg,
Rebel troops atVicksburg capitulated to Grant's army
after a lengthy seige. The Confederate losses at
both Gettysburg and Vicksburg foretold the eventual
outcome of the war.

The coincidence of Union victories on Independence Day

was made still more ironic by a third success in eastern
Arkansas. The Battle of Helena was a futile attempt

by Confederates to recapture the Mississippi River town
of Helena from Federal occupying forces. Like their
comrades in Mississippi and Pennsylvania, the Confederate
forces in Arkansas also ended the day in defeat.

During the seige of Vicksburg Grant's Union army was
supplied via the Mississippi River. If the Confederates
could have retaken a river stronghold above Vicksburg
they would have been able to harrass Federal supply ship-
ments to the besieged city. Hence, the primary objective
of the attack on Helena was to relieve Vicksburg.

Union forces, commanded by Major General Benjamin Prentiss,
had taken advantage of Helena's topography by building a
series of fortifications on hills surrounding the city.
Four hilltop batteries overlocked each of the roads

leading into town.

Because of rumors that Confederate forces were on the
march, the four batteries were strengthened in late June
by the construction of a series:of rifle entrenchments
and abattis in front of each battery. Other defensive
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measures instituted in late June included the sounding of
reville at 2:30 A. M. to prevent being caught unawares,
felling many trees to obstruct the principal roads leading
into town, and stationing a Federal timber-clad, the "Tyler',
along the Helena waterfront.

By July 3, the Rebels had moved to within five miles of
Helena. That afternoon Confederate commander Lieutenant
General Theophilus H. Holmes met with his subordinate
officers to explain the order of battle. Simultaneous
attacks were to be launched against each of the four
batteries. Once these fortifications were captured, the
city was to be occupied. With almost twice the number
of Unicn defenders, the Confederates fully expected to
retake Helena; however, their own errors, along with the
strong Federal fortifications, made victory unattainable.

Because the roads leading into Helena had been barricaded
with felled trees, the Confederates, unprepared for this
obstructionist tactic, left their artillery behind. Another
costly Confederate mistake was a misunderstanding among

the subordinate generals as to the exact hour to begin the
attack. Poor communications and poor timing hampered the
Confederates throughout the morning.

Though three of the original batteries have been lost to
urbanization during the last century, one remains intact.
Battery D, the southernmost fortification, looks much

the same today as it did when soldiers lost their lives
in trying to keep or gain possession of ‘it.

Like Batteries A, B, and C, Battery D consisted of esarthen
fortifications on a hilltop overlooking one of the roads
leading into Helena. A series cf rifle entrenchments were
constructed down the steep hillside in front of Battery D,
with a timber abattis lying in front of the first rifle
pit. Located atop Hindman Hill, Battery D controlled the
rcad leading into Helena from Little Rock. Colonel

GFO 921.724
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William E. McLean commanded the Union defenders of BRattery D,
consisting of troops from Indiana with reinforcements from
Missouri and Iowa.

The Battle of Helena commenced with the Rebel attack on
Battery D. At daybreak Confederate Arkansas troops under
the command of Brigadier General James F. Fagan began their
assault on Hindman Hill. After rushing the first rifle pits,
the Rebels made a slow but steady climb up the fortified
hill. During their hard fought ascent, Fagan's brigade was
continually under fire from Unicon forces in both Batteries
D and C. The Confederate commander attacking Battery C
misunderstood his orders and waited until sunrise, rather
than daylight, to begin his assault. In the meantime, the
unhampered guns of Battery C were taking a terrible toll
among the Confederate ranks attacking Battery D.

Later in the morning, after the fourth tier of rifle pits
had been taken, General Fagan ordered a brief respite for
his weary troops. At this point Brigadier General Dandridge
McRae led about 200 Rebel troops from the late but success-
ful attack on Battery C to aid in the assault on Battery D.
Attacking from Fagan's left flank, McRae's men drew the
Union fire from Battery D long enough for Fagan's direct
assault to take the last line of rifle pits. As the wither-
ing Yankee fire quickly dissolved McRae's attack, Fagan
ordered a charge in the final and desperate attempt to take
Battery D. However, with the Union guns again focused on
Fagan's Arkansas brigade, the Rebel thrust was stopped, and
the troops were forced to take cover in the captured Union
rifle pits.

Wwhile the Rattery D guns kept Fagan's men pinned down,
orders came from General Holmes to withdraw, and the mes-
sage was passed verbally through the Confederate lines.
Thinking all his men had received the word, General Fagan
issued a prearranged signal to retreat; however, about 240
men in an isolated ravine never received the order. As the
main force abandoned the area, this group of soldiers was
surrounded by Union troops and taken prisoner.

GPO 921.724
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The strong fortifications of Battery D protected the Union
forces well, as demonstrated by the number of casualties.
While 47 were killed and 115 wounded among the attacking
Confederates, only five were killed and ten wounded beshind
the Union earthworks. General Prentiss met superior
Confederate numbers with well-constructed defenses.

Besides being representative of Civil wWar earthworks, the
site is also important as visible evidence of the BRattle
of Helena. On July 4, 1863, Battery D exemplified the
fate of the Confederacy and the future of the Union.

GPO 921-724
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