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The rdlajor Tapp3n House was conskructed approximate ly  
1892.  It is the t y p i c a l  Queen Anne s t y l e  with a 
round corner tower x i t k  cap and f i n i a l ,  an inset 
balcony w i t h  l o w  b a l u s t r s d e  , a curved verarda  w i t h  
spindles and e l egan t  s lender columns, end oriels. An 
overall quaintness'is apparent  in the small scale of 
t h e  bracketed cornice w i t h  decorative panels, z.nd the 
use of scalloped s h i n g h s  in a wide band between t h e  
f i rs t  and second s to r ies  and on the corner tower. 
Slender propor t ioned  w i n d ~ d  casements w i t h  simple 
t r i m  zre subord ina te  t o  t h e  Zher features  of t h e  ex- 
terior,  

This refinement is carried to the i n t e r i o r  w i t h  orna- 
m e n t a l  l a t t i cework  in i n t e r i o r  openings, synotsically 
moulded t r i m  w i t h  corner  b locks  about a12 fenestration, 
and elaborzte fireplaces w i t h  overmantels $2 cherry- 
wood. color fu l  t i Z c  is set about the fire~lace openings.  
Of s p z c i a l  note  in the i n t e r i o r  Is  the three ru- enc losed  
s ta i r2~s l I .  The s taircase of dark paneled v~oodwork, 
f i n e l y  t u r n e d  balusters, and i n t r i c a t e l y  carved posts 
is aczen ted  5 y  warm yellow l i q h t  p e n e t r a t i n g  the s i d ~  
and t ranson t racery  windo1,gs of t h e  f r o n t  entry.  

. . ' I 

In g'neral, the Major Tappan ~ o u s e -  g i v e s  th& appearance 
of k i n g  a complex shape w i t h  its numerous o f f  s e t  sur-  
faces. Hooiever, it 5s  esserztial ly a c e n t r a l  h a l l  plaZ 
of t w 3  and one-half s tories w i t h  a high hipped roof. 
The roof is penetra ted  by several dormers, two of -t.rhich 
give the appearance of b e i n g  oriels in - tha t  t h e y  pierce 
Yne soffit a c d  are s ~ 9 p ~ r t e d  by elonqated brackets at 
e iL !e r  s i d e ,  The  o n l y  alteratio~s to the h o u s e  have 
been a k i t c h e n  added to the rear and sn enclosed porch 
a l o n g  the entire bzck of the house. 

The hauze is r a i s e d  approx ina te ly  four 14" feet abzvz 
grade ori a brLck foundation on t h e  f r o n t  e levat ion,  
1::hich increases to a full basexent dep th  at the rear 
due to a s loping grade ,  T h e r e  are two possible explana- 
t i o n s  for r a i s i n g  thz house. Water d r a i n a g e  was B 
problem in e a r l y  Helena, a n d  an a b o - ~ ~ z g r o u n d  b a s e m ~ n t  
woul:i have protectzd tht rest of t h e  house from possiSle 
w a t e r  damage. I t  is suggested t h a t  the k i t c h ~ n  which 
is c3nnec ted  to th? house  Sy t h e  enclosed  porch, w a s  

I orl2inally located i n  the bzs~~ont. The f i rs t  explana- 
I t i o n  b3ars mgre c:-edcnce that tho l a t t e r .  



T h e  James A. Tappan House is re~resentative of 2 w e a l t h y  
Arkansas businessman's hzm? at t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n h r y .  
T h i s  large Victorian structure w a s  b u i l t  about 1892 t~ 
house  one of Helena's c 3 s t  prof l insn t ' fav . i l i es .  It 
stands today as a v i s i b l e  r e ~ i n d e r  05 the ' ~ i l d e d  Aye In 
eastern Arlcansas. 

. , 
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James Alexander Tagpan 11547-1934)  was horn in Ten~essee. 
A t  age 16 he joined t h e  ConSederate army, l,-las pronoted 
J- LO major w i t h i n  two years an3 earned t5e aronze cross 
of Honor. Following the C i * . r i l  ?Jar he becam? a cjvil 
engineer, and hFs work 5or z ra i l road  b r ~ u g h k  him to 
Helena to survey the Arkar?s?s Central Railb~aqr running 
f r o m  H e l e n a  to C l a r e n d o n .  I-ajor Ta2pEn l i k e d  H2lena  
and decided to set t le  there  p"rnanextly. 

I 

Throughout  his adult l i f e  Ta3pan tested h i s  business 
a b i l i t i e s  in many f i e l d s ,  3rd was successful in a l l .  
A f t e r  completing h i s  work +.-!ith the r a i l r o a d  hz took 
over t h e  Helena Gas Company and added to it an ice 
house,  pcrported to bz the second ice house  to open in 
t h e  South. 
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In 1882 Mzjor Tappan e s t a 5 l l s h e d  the Tappan Coal Com?any, 
a bus iness  that i s  still a f a m i l y  opera t ion  t oday  
119743. As t he  local repz-cs-r!Zzti-ue o r  a T i t t s S x l r g  
dealer, Tappan sold coal to K i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  steazboats 
and psckets which sZoppe5 at Halena to r e fue l .  He also 
sold coal to homes and Susinesses in P e l e n a  and sur round-  
ing towns. 

T h e  Tappan Hardware Cozg3ny ld-las founded in 1888 znd was 
one of Arkansas ' l a r g e s t  2-L the tim. i-Sajor Tapyzn 
kiss a s tockho lde r  Tn one Helena bank ,  2nd a director in 
arother .  H 2  w a s  a150 interestpa in agr icu l t1~-e  and 
mgnaged h i s  own fa r in  ut?"LZvhis  dza th .  
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1 T h i s  ve rsa t i l e  busin=ssman  as also popular  i n  the c o m -  1 

(Con tinuat ion Shelf) 

rnufiity. In 1899  over t w o  hundred Helena v o t e r s  s i g n e d  
a p e t i t i o n  a s k i n g  t h a t  Major Tappan be a candi2ate fo r  
mayor. The ~ajor' acquiesced, and was elected w i t h o u t  
an opponent;  however, he was m o s t  unhappy in hLs new 
and u n s o l i c i t e d  ro le ,  and res igned t h e  o f f i c e  a f t e r  
serving only s i x  weeks. 
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E N T R Y  NUht%EF! I- 

In 1874  Najor Tappan boug3t t h e  property on ColurrAia 
Street .  The house ~ E l i c h  no:* bears h i s  name was b u i l t  
to replace a smaller residence which b u r ~ e d  a b ~ u t  1890. 
Lyle B r o t h e r s ,  a h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  con t rac t ing  f i r m  in 
Helena, built t h i s  elegant  res idence,  

, I 

Major Tappan's home is s i g n i f i c a n t  because it is a fine 
exarnple of V i c t o r i a n  arch5 tecture in eastern A r k ~ n s a s  , 
ane because i t  e x e m p l i f i e s  the p r i v a t e  residence of a 
successful Arkansas b u s i n e ~ s n a ~  at ths t u r n  of t h e  
century. 



I H o l l ~ ~ e l l ,  Louiso B. %aLe Way kor  t h e  Kajor. P h i l l i p s  County 
! H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y ,  IX I Se?ternber, 1969 1, pp . 15-22, 

I Xirktnan , D s k ,  "James A .  Tappan House. U ~ p u b l i  shed R e ? o r k  f o r  
Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion  P-rogra~. ,  L i t t l e  R o c k ,  

1 
I Arkansas,  February, 1974-  

l l r l ~ j o r  Jaws A. Tappan Home-" His to r i c  He lena  a n d  \!?st  ele en?.. 
Eelena, Arkansas: P h i l l i p s  County Chamber of Comnerce, 
1973, 

I 

113. GE3G3AnHlCAL DATA * 
, . ' - i , ,  - <. 

7 L 4 T I T U P E  h N C  LOhlC-l ' J J E  C D O _ R 3 ? ~ A T - ~ ~  
' -  

L A T I T U O E  A N D  L QNGITUDE CODRDINaf  Es 

D t F I N I N G  A R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I V G  THE P R D D F R T Y  OEFrN lNG T h e  i.rr.T:H POlN1 O F  A P-Q'FRTY 

LONG1 TUDE 

Degrees Minuter Seconds 
.. 

Drgrccs Minutes Seconds 
0 

3 4  31 47.5 

1 1 ~ 1 5 7  A L L  S T A T E 2  &NO COUNTIES FOR P R O P E R T l E S  t b E R L A P P l N C  S T A T E  O R  C O U N T Y  DOUNO&RIE-F 

S T A T < :  CODE C O U N T Y  CODE 

S T A T = :  CODE COWHTY:  C n 0 E  

S T A T E :  I-P- C O W L  CODE C O U M T Y :  COUNTY: 

CODE C O D E  

IsTL-rF- 
I -. T i. 'FOiL-4 ??FPAl?TD 3'! ' . .. >' . 
7 1 1 9 h I ~  A N 0  71TI.E. 

Rianna K i r k ,  g ~ s e s r c h  Histor ian;  ,qr,",hony s2 R i d d l e  ~rchit-~t -- 
~ R G k ? l l L A T I O N  D A T E  

?ir3:ansas P i s t o r i c  P r e s e n r a t i o n  Proqram ------ $.larch, 1 3 7 4  
S T W E C T  A N D  K U ? A B E R :  

Suite 1030 - Plaza W e s t  B u i l d i n g  
C I T Y  O R  TOWN: ] S T A T E  CODE 

A:: rhr r'.esignated Statc Liaison Orricer tor the h'a- I 

t innat  Ilistoric PrcservatIon Act of 1966 {Public 1,nvr I hereby certify that th i s  propzrfy i s  included in t t n  

%7-(1G5]. I h v r e l y  nornlnate t h i s  property for incIusiun :::*tirlnq 1 Xczip:er 

in the N o t i a n n l  Register and certiIy thar it has been 

~-vn lua:eJ  accordiv: to t h e  c-iterih and proceiz~res set 

I forth bp the  3at iu11a  1 Park Set-fjCP. The rccomrrnded 
Djrrc lor .  Off ice  crt  A r c h : e ! o ~ y  und !!istoric Prc,-crvatrnn 

level UI s i c n i I ~ c a n ~ e  of this nonimtron is: /I - 
I -.,. /:- 

f- 

N.&-- f .  - 
WFl~iam E. Henderson 

* - '  

. r i l l ;  S t a t e  t!i s t o r i c  

Ecupar ol Tile Plalional Rcg i s t c r  



U N I i E D  S T A ~ F S  D ? P C H ~ ? J E N T  CF T H E  INTEPID?  
NAt\TIC:IAL P A K K  SERVICE 

NAT'IOHAL FES'ISTZIi Of:  5ti5TORIC P L A C E S  
PF!0PEI!TI' PHOTUSRAPH  FOR^ 

R:?jur- James A ,  Tappsn  I 
2 .  L.UZCT1DX - House 
S T A T E  

COUNTY 

3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

A r k a n s a s  Historic Ro5ert Dunn P r ~ s e r ~ a t i u n  Progran 
2. IDENTI FICATIOA - 
---. 
D I S C - I  Y E  V I E W .  D I R E C T I O N ,  ETC.  

East  facads viewed from the s o u t k e a s t  
I 
; 

Form 19-JO 1 U N I T E D  STATES DFPARTNENT OF THE VNTERlOR 

(July !?5Ej NATIOUAL PARK S E R V I C E  
HATIOS2.L R E t l S T F R  OF HliTOOIC PLACES 

PROTERTY MAP FORM 

1 .  NAME 

t 3 k t s r 3 w  
A N U ~  OR HISTORIC r 

Kajor Tappar. Y O ~ S ~  I I 
2. LCCATIGN 

C O U N T Y  
5 3  A T  h 

727 Columbia Stree t  

T O W M  

P h i l l i p s  He l e n d  - Arkensa s 
5 T P F C I  Lli3 EIUKBEA 1 

S e A l - C  

l :E2,503 
5 

3. uAP R E F  EPIE6CE 

J.?? 15  m i n x t e s  
+- 
n c q q l n  E ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ :  ~ n o = ~ ~  n ~ ~ . ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ .  nr E R E  P E ~ u I ' L ~ .  ~ - i n  H C R Y H  * .RROY1 

- 
5 0 w ~ G a  

U . S . G . S .  Map, Lat>ur, 
D A T E  

1951 






