
HAT IONAL REGISTER O F  HISTORIC PLACES 
I N V E N T O R Y  - h3MINATlON FORM 

- - - -  -..- 
EMTRY D A T E  

(Type all entries . complete applicable sections) ' 1 4  

C I T Y  09 TOWN: 

H p t ~ n ~  1 
S T A T E  1 JCOUNTY: I CODE 

CATEGORY 
(Cheek One) 

. . 

STATUS 
~A-I 

TO THE PUBLIC 

O l # + f l c l  Bul,dlnp ID Public Public AequlslHen: Occupied Yes: 

0 S i t .  Structur. I@ Priwoh 0 In Pme*as 0 Unaccuplad [7 Rsstrictmd 

0 Oblmei 0olng Congldmred 
[7 Unrsrtrictsd 

Prsssrvotion work 

In  prmprssr 

Park . Q .Trom#pertnr/m Commsnts 

0 01hsr (Spec!&) 

-I 

'STREET A H O  NUMBER] ? 

C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  I STaTE: 
'OOF 

He l ~ a a  Arkansas 05 Ls. LOCATION OF CEGbC DESCRIPTION . . I I 

t o U R f M O U 5 E .  R E G I S T R Y  O F  W E E O S .  E T C :  n 
0 

P h i l l i p s  County Courthouse c 

l l , R E E T  A N D  U U M W E A :  -1 
? 

C I T Y  OR T O W H :  * T A T €  CODE 

Helena 05 
lae! ' R-EPRE SENT ATION IH  EXISTIHG SURVEYS I L  _ .  

T I T L E  3,  s u R v r Y :  I E 
Arkansas Histor ic  Preserva t ion  Proqram 

D A T E  O F  S U R V E Y :  n Fsdora l  w SIOYO n C O U ~ ~ ~  n LOCUT 

I ~ E P - O S I T ~ R Y  F O R  S U R V E Y  RECORDS:  1 1:1:1 - 
Arkansas History Commission 

S T R E E T  A t 4 0  NUMBER: 

300 West Markham 0 
L 

C l T Y  OR TOWN:  S T A T  Et C O D E  r 
< 

L i t t l e  Rock A r k m s a s  05  
0 

-1 



I .  \ . . 
I 17. DESCRIPTION -- I 
1 .  I I {Check one) I 1 0 E n  0 G o  F i r  0 0 Ruin, Ummp,md 

COHDITION 

! The A l l i n  Home is a two-storey brick f i v e  bay 
structure w i t h  a rear e l l  hav ing  a two-storey f ron t  porch 
and originally a rear e l l  shaped porch.  The main roof 
i s  a low h i p  w i t h  a flat center sect ion that originally 
was surrounded by either a wood or wrought iron cres t ing.  
The two-storey f r o n t  porch h a s  s i x  wood posts w i t h  s i m p l e  
c a p i t a l s  and paneled pedesta l  bases supporting segmental 
wood arches. A Sracketed, d e n t i l a t e d ,  and paneled entab- 
lature has pai red  brackets above each of the s i x  columns, 
The m a i n  house  has  paired brackets  at each of i t s  f o u r  
main corners. The  second-storey ba lus t rade  is c lass ica l  

' w i t h  urn shaped balusters. Originally the lower porch 
had a matching balustrade t h a t  is now missing. All door 
and window openings have segmental arch l i n t e l s  executed 
in soldier-coursed br ick .  The  facade windows on 50th 
t h e  lower and upper stories  are floor-to-ceiling four 
l i g h t  double hung sash w i t h  adjustable louvered s h u t t e r s .  

(Chock Qqd) 

ACtersd Unaltered 

I n s ide ,  t h e  house is basical ly  one room deep p l u s  
t h e  e l l ,  w i t h  a center hall from front to back and two 
la rge  rooms on either side bo th  u p s t a i r s  and downstairs. 
To the s i d e  andrear of t h e  center h a l l  is a c i r cu la r  
s ta i rcase.  T h r e e  i n t e r n a l  b r i c k  chimneys, one at e i t h e r  
end of the main house and one between the t w o  rear rooms 
of t h e  ell serve eight f i replaces .  -,- :.* . ' ... 'L' . . , . . -.. : -. t i  

The house is an unusual t r a n s i t i o n a l  design hav ing  
-. a classical,  almost1 An'tebellm. p l an  w i t h  V ic to r i an  t r i m  

and d e t a i l i n g  particularly across the front two-storey 
porch; The house would be best described as a Victor ian  
Renaissance style of so l id  brick construction w i t h  wood 
deta i l ing  and t r i m .  ;1,y;:: :*:: 

(Check One) 

CJ Moved a &iqiGl Sltr 
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Robinson was Assessor o f  P h i l l i p s  County f r o m  1868 
to 1872 and S h e r i f f  from 1874 to 1878 which was the last 
year t h e  negro reconstructionist of f ic ia l s  were in off ice  
in P h i l l i p s  County; He was v i l i f i e d  in the. papers and 
in the Hanks Diaires as one of the yankee radicals .  H i s  
grave marker ind ica tes  that he was born in 1824 and died 
in T881 

SCECFFIS  DAI €151 (11 Appttcable and Known) 

The earliest recorded reference to the land upon 
which  t h e  AlPin Home is s i t u a t e d  can be found in the 
P h i l l i p s  C o u n t y  Tax Records f o r  1850 and 1851. A pro- 
minent landowner named W i l l i a m  Russell had purchased 
lot 410 s o m e t i m e  p r i o r  to 1850. By 1856, t h i s  partic- 
u l a r  parcel had become the property of Vincent  Edwards 
and had an assessedva lua t ion  of $1,250.00. (It is at 
t h i s  p o i n t  in t i m e  that one begins to think that t h e  A l l i n  
House was built. ) The l o t  was taxed in the  name of t h e  
T a f f i n  and Horner Law Firm w i t h  a valuat ion  o f  $3,000.00 
in 1858. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Lots +408 and Sf409 which 
formed the sou th  corner of the block adjacent to t h e  
Allin House l o t  had a combined valuation of 82,000. 
Lots 411 and 412 forming t h e  north corner adjacent to 
t h e  A l l i n  House l o t  had  a combined va lua t ion  of 51,500.00. 
Therefore,  it can be concluded w i t h .  some c e r t a i n i t y  that 
a- stcucture had been cons t ruc ted  on Tat 410 if. t h i s  l o t  
had an assessed v a l u a t i o n  of twice that 'of the -  four  
adjoining lots. George West s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  in July 
of 1874 to Henderson B. Robinson, the negro reconstruc- 

In December 1889 A d e l i n e  Robinson, h i s  widow, sold 
the property to Simon Seelig fo r  the sum of $4,250.00. 
In February, 2907, S e e L i g  sold t h e  same property to 
Richard A l l i n  for 84,350. The proper ty  has remained in 
the Allin fami ly  un t i l  t he  present t i m e .  
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t i o n i s t  assessor and sher i f f  of P h i l l i p s  County. ,, : 
I 
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8. S i q n i f i c a n c e  Continued:  

The Allin Home i s  architecturally s i g n i f i c a n t  because 
of i t s  t r a n s i t i o n a l  des ign ,  its relatively small s i z e  w i t h  
r e l a t i o n  to its imposing appearance, and the fine w e l l -  
~ r o p o r t i o n e d  d e t a i l i n g .  The  house h a s  basically a t e r r i to r i a l  
b r  antebellum period f l o o r  plan, b u t  w i t h  definite V i c t o r i a n  
trim, rwodwork and d e t a i l i n g .  Its r e l a t ive ly  small size is 
appealing to t h e  modern-eye.because it seems f r i e n d l y  and 
more cozy t h a n  the average house of t h i s  period. Y e t  the 
d e s i g n  is handsome and imposing on the exter ior .  The de- 
t a i l i n g  of the house both i n s i d e  and o u t  is well-executed 
and very w e l l  proportioned to t h e  size and overall des ign  
of t h e  house.  
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