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According to contemporary newspaper accounts the American Legion Hut in Helena, 
Arkansas was designed by Legiannake H. H .  Walkers. Present officers of the 
post report that Helena confzactor E .  T. walker supemis& construction of the 
Legion building,  w i t h  much of t h e  work done by local members. Most of the 
building materials w e r e  donated, including the cypress Logs from the farm of 
Robert Gordon. 

Designed in a rustic- style, fne Helena Legion Hut is cons'ructed of cypress 
logs notched and joined a-t: the corners. Cement chinking and s t ee l  pins inserted . 
vertically t h o u g h  the logs at three-foot intervals reinforce the l og  wails. A 
gable roof covers the one-storey rectangular struktuxe. 

The facade of the building features a simple porch. Rough-hewn pair& posts 
set  in faur.square-cut s tone  bases support t h e  hipped roof w i t h  expos4 rafters. ' 

Above the porch roof the gable ead of t he  building is cavered w i t h  recta~lgular 
shinglss. R bay-like projection on t h e  west  elevation has a gable roof. This 
west gable end features vertical flush-board t x i m t m i n a t i n g  in a zig-zag 
pattern. 

The original building-was planned to hold a 60-foot by 44-foot meeting room, 
men's and ladies9ress ing rooms, and office mace. In 1949 a two-storey frame 
addi t ion  was made to the rear of the hut, and the gable roof was extended to 
cover t h i s  addit ion.  ?it t he  same t h e  t w o  small one-storey shed roof add i t ions  
w z r e  made on the east elevation,  Though not oE log const ruct ion ,  these  lata- 
additians are nevertheless in keeping wit!! the architectural s ty le  of the  hut.  

The rustic style is continued in Lbe i n t e r i o r  of the Legion H u t .  Double entry 
doors open into t h e  large meeting room. The ceiling extends to t3.e ridqe Line 
of the roof, thus exposing the structural deta i l s  of the  building- At t h e  
south end of the room is a large fireplace of c u t  stone matching t h a t  used on 
t he  perch. Weapons used in World W a r  I and World War 11 are displayed along 
the walls of the meeting room. 

The Legion Hut rests on its original. site near downtown Helena. Except fo r  the 
1949 addit ions  the building has changed l i t t l e  since i t s  1922 construction. 
The Helena Legion H u t  remains in excellent condition. 
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Construct& in 1922, the  Richard L. Kitchens  Post in Helena is one of the 
oldest American Legion buildings in Arkansas. According to presant officers 
of the Post, the Helena building was the first in the  country to be called 
a "hut". 

The Richard L. Kitchens Post is named far a Helena doughboy who was a private  
in the 312"fn Field Signal   att tali on of the 87th ~ivision- While enroute to 
France on a b o o ?  ship, S t c h e n s  developed influenza, a condition whidh 
afflicted thousands of soldiers in Westexn Euroge during World War 1. K i t c h e n s  
d i d  on September 18, 1918, and was buried in the American Cemetery in .Pons, 
France. 

A temporary chaxter fox the Richard L.  Kitchens Post was rissued on Aucpst  11, 
1319, w i t h  L'Ie permanent charter i s s u d  the fol lowing year .  Fi f t een  char t -  
m = m b e r s  organized the post, w h i c h  has been continually active s i n c e  1919. 
Like other Anerican Legion Posts around the country, the Xichard L. YJtchens 
Post has  play@ an active role in civic  and social events in the loca l  com- 
un i ty .  

Contemporary newspaper zrticles in The Arkansas Leqisnnairer a weakly publica- 
t i o n  of the Arkansas American Legion office, describe construction of tlqe 
Eelena Legion Hut, On April 24, 1922, it was report& t h a t  a l o t  near d m -  
town Helena had been purchased as a building s i te  for the  P o s t .  Though a l l  
b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  donated and work was to be done by Legionnai res ,  there 
was nevertheless a $3,000.00 fund to be used in construction or' t h e  building. 

The Helena Hut was designed i n  a rustic style by Helena L e g i o r ~ a i r e  H. H. waters. 
Another Legionnaire, E. T. VJalker, supervise6 construction of the >nilding- The 
cypress logs u s 4  in the walls were cut from the farm of a t h i r d  Helena Legion 
m e m b e r ,  Robert Goxdon, 

On J u l y  4 ,  1922, a public ceremony was held to l a y  the co rnas tone  of the Helena 
Legion Hut. Pbrk comenced soon afterwards and the  bu i ld ing  was conplet& within 
t h e  year. The rectangular building has  a gzble roof and features a hip roof 
p x c h  across the facade. Cwress logs  with cement chinking make ap both the 
exterior and intexior wall surfaces. Cut gray stone is used in the par& post 
bases, and in t h e  l a g e  chimney at the  ~011th end of t h e  meeting room. T R ~  log 
and stone c o n ~ ~ u c t i o n ~ n a t ~ i a l s  add to t h e  rustic s t y l e  of t he  Hut. 
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For over fifty y e a r s  t h e  American Legion gut in Helena has served veterans of  I 
World W a r  I, World War 11, t h e  Korean conflict and t h e  w a r  in Vietnam. 
Cons t ruc t& by a& for American Legion members, it s tands  as a monument to I 
twentieth century American m i l i t a r y  veterans. Architecturally the Helena 
Legion Hut is unusual as a twen t i e th  cen tu ry  institutional s t r u c t u r e .  i 
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-Arkansas Anerican Legion Off ice (Little Rock, U k a n s a s )  , fnf o m t i o n  file 
Richard L. Kitchens Post, # 4 1 H ~ l e n a ,  -3zkansas 

"he :akxiisas Legionnaire, April 24, May 8 ,  June 26, 192.2. 
enry ,  Eby. The _American Legion in Arkansas 11919-1955), V o l  11. Uapublished 

manuscript, Arkansas American Legion O f f i c e ,  L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas. 
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