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F- . . 17. DESCRSPTION 
m \ -- 

I (Check  One) 

The James C. Tappan House .is-a two-storey frame 
res idence ,  three bays w i d e  across t h e  facade. The house  
is basically G r e e k  Revival in style  and also has  an o r i g i n a l  
bracketed cornice that is normally considered Vic tor ian .  
The main house has a h i p  roof w i t h  a simple bracketed 
cornice an early design with t he  front por t ico  capped 
by a Large decorated w i t h  brackets across t h e  f l a t  
cornice and up the rake cornice, Both the first-and second- 
s torey porches are surrounded by a handsome wood balustrade 
having s l ender  urn shaped balusters. The four square wood 
columns are paneled w i t h  plain bases and very simple capitals, 
The main f r o n t  entmraanc has  an:entablature-style architrave 
and t h e  windows on either s i d e  of the  entrace also have 
entabla ture  style architraves. The second-storey door op- 
ening onto the upper porch and tAe windows on the e i t h e r  
s i d e  of it have p la in  architraves, The house has corner  
pilasters  of paneled d e s i g n  that match the f r o n t  porch 
celumns. 

Good .. Fair 0 Dsrsrloratsd Cj Ruins  13 Unexposed 1 CO~DIT ION , tr , 

I n s i d e ,  the house is arranged with the typical c e n t e r  
' 

hall. from front to back two rooms on either side, w i t h  a 
stair at the back end of the hall having a l a n d i n g  half way 
up that stretches completely across the w i d t h  of the h a l l .  
Upstairs the same p lan  is repeated w i t h  two rooms o n - e i t h e r  
s i d e  of the c e n t e r  hall. 

1 1 1 . 1 .  . . . .  . . . . . .  i 

(Check One) 

• Unoltsred . 

< /. 
The house. presently has am bay .window extension on the 

l d k r  f l o d i  '*ha* ' w a s  probably added .to -the. house in the l a t e  
19th Century. The o r i g i n a l  one-storey,rear porch . s t r e t c h i n g  

/I across the ' rea r  bf ' t h e  house  h'as b=% closed in for a 
modern ki tchen ,  breakfast  area ant? '.area. T'nis w a s  
originally-an open+porch in the center w i t h  a small room _.- 
enclosed at either end of the.porch. The o r i g i n a l  brick 
k i t chen ,  a separate building, s t i l l  is located in the rear 
yard although it has been converted to a:.sdall s t u d i o  
agartment and a connecting roof has been in$talled between 
the main house and this building. (The house stands on a 
high brick founda t i on ) .  The house is painted gray w i t h  
white t r i m  at-the present time w i t h  bl.ack s h u t t e r s  and a 

+ black mmpositidn" shlngle roof. ' 

(Check One) 
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¶ T A T , E ~ E H f  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  I *  
. . V . - . + :  : The James C. Tappan': Home'.' is : pr~babl  y easier  to ! '  ' 

d a t e  than a lmos t  any of the  other o l d  homes in Helena. 
The house w a s  built by a Mormon preacher named Gay. 
Gay may have been the builder or contractor ,  but it 
would appear that Robert Maloney. was: the man for whom 
it was being built. Maloney was a land speculator in 
Helena. He sold t h i s  p a r t i a l l y  completed, house to J.C. 
Tappan on October 6 ,  1858, along w i t h  Lots 588 ,  589, 
590 ,591 ,  592 f o r  86,000. 

In.the f i r s t  volume of the Publications of the 
Arkansas Historical Association, Professor John Hugh., 
R e y n o l d s  wrote : 

- - .-, . . . B u i l t  by ~ e n e i a l  J.C.  aha an' in -f858- -after' 
. 

' 
: he *had bought ,a frame she l l ,  cram p Mr. !,:: .. ... + . -  

rn . ';Maldriey; Is- a ; t ~ o - s t o & ~  ,'rame house painted 
green and w h i t e ,  . w i t h  wid-e p p ~ c h ~ s .  and 

: .. . -1 .. .. ..' * .* .- [ ' 

. -  'stately columns, surrounded'-by a large 
. . .. undul.at ing lawn thick'ly dotted w i t h ,  sh-ade 

. . . :.,* * -  

trees, magnolias, Japanese-persimm~ri 
and flowers. During t h e  w a r  when the 
Federal troops under General Curtis were 

. - :  , 1; - me'amped a2o~nd Helena, General Tappan made 
a narrow escape f r o m  t h i s  home w h i c h  was 
occupied fru'm time to t i , m e  by Federal 
off icers  prominent among w h o m  was General 
Sherman, This magnificent -antebe1 l u m  

*- t 

home suffered fearfully from the ravages 
of war, but a lucra t ive  l a w  practice en- 
abled General Tappan to rehabilitate it... 
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8. Siqnificance Cont inued:  

General  Tappan, a native of Tennessee, came to Helena 
as a young man, was a lawyer, farmer, commanded t h e  13th 
Arkansas I n f a n t r y  Regiment, seeing ac t ion  in Missouri, 
Kentucky, T e n n e s s e e ,  Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas. He 
was a rnernber of the 8th General Assembly of Arkansas, 1850- 
1851; a member of the 31st Genera l  Assembly in 1897,  serving 
as Speaker df the%House -of Representatives and Acting 
Governor of Arkansas that year; a member of t he  32nd General 
Assembly in 1899. He was the Receiver of the U.S.  Land 
Office at Helena,  1852-1860, Among o the r  tributes that came 
his w a y  was an appointment to the Board of Visitors of the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 3885. He d i e d ' i n  1906, 
and was buried 2.n Maple Hill Cemetery, Helena. 

An unusual house, architecturally, due to its Victorian 
style bracketed cornice which can be verified as originaIly 
p a r t  of t he  house,  together w i t h  an otherwise Greek Revival 
s t y l e  residence. Although such a coirbinat ion may n o t  bk 
unusual in other parts of, t h e  country;: it: is very rare in 
Arkansas. 

I 
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I 
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Arkansas 1 Phillips [ Helena 
S T R E E T  A H 0  HYMWZA 

TAPPAN-PILLOW HOME 

, 717 Popla r  S t r e e t  

James C. Tappan 

This photograph was taken f r o m  the eas t  Looking west. 
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3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
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COMMON A N P I O A  'HISTORIC 

S T A T E   COUNTY T O W N  

N E G A T I V E  FILED A T  

Department of Parks 
and Tourhrn 

Department of Parks 
and Tourism 

D A T E  

1972. 

TAPPRN-PI LLOW H m E  1 James C. Tappan H o m e  I 
2. LOCATlOU 

Arkansas 
TOWN 

Helena I 

C 

1 

717 Poplar  Street 
3. MAP REFERENCE - 

STREET A N D  HUM-ER 

S C A L E  S O U R C E  

I 
1:62 ,SOP 

D A T E  

' USGS lsi series 
Latour Quadrangle 

I 
R ~ O U I A E M E N T S Z  PROPERTY BOLINDAAI  LS,, W H E R E  REQU!RLO. A H  OHOATH AR-ROW? .- 

I 

,' 

.. : . " 
G P O  932-010 

196 1 



I 

I 
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Phillips County Deed Record Bobk Q, pp. 166 and 321. 
Phillips County Deed Record Book R ,  p, 714. 
P h i l l i p s  County Deed Record Book P ,  pp. 5 4 1  and 558. 
P h i l l l ~ s  Countv Deed Record Book 33. D. 161. - - .  - I L 

Remolds, John Wcqh, ed. I1T?e Tappan Home:' 
P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f - t h e  Arkansas ~iitorical Association, 
V o l .  1, 1905. 

S T A T E :  

1 .  

[io. GE~GRAPHICAL DATA 7 .  . , <  
> I , . ' .  

-- , * 

L I T I T L I O E :  * W C  LO'-T.I.T'JT)E C O O R ~ C I N A T E f  
-- 

L A T I T u n E  A N D  LoNt i lTuDE C o o R o i N A T t s l  
D E F I N I N G  A R E C T A M C t E  L O C ~ T I N C  THE PRD-FPTY 0 DEFINING T h c  L h r c T Z R  POlNl O F  A P ~ ~ O P E R T Y  

R OF L E S S  TH-AAE TI!_ A C R E S  -- _ 

C O D E  + 

CORNI IR  

NW 

N E 

5 E 

5* 

C O U N T Y  

I  I I  
S T A T E :  I CODE I COUNTY: I coac 

A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  NOMIHATED PROPERTY: 

ILIST ALI- S T A T E S  AUO COUNTI CIS FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPIFIG S T A T E  OR COUHTY B O U N D ~ ~ R I E S  

L A T l f Y  W E  

Dsgrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

a 

0 

0 - 

I M A M €  A N D  T I T L C :  1 

L O ~ ~ G I T U D E  

Degrees Hinulcr Seconds 
0 

a .t 

0 " 

? 

- -.-- 
L A T I T U D E  

O t p r e <  Minvras Ssconds 
0 

34 3 i  47,2 

S T A T E ;  

1 Gene Richardson, Research Historian I 
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<>, / >.< 171. FORM PR.EDAREP BY . - 

CQOE 

1023 West T h i r d  Street 
C I T Y  OR TOWFI: !STATE I CODE 

COUNTY: 

As (he des ipated  Stnte Liaison Officer Cor the No- 

tional Historic  Preservation Act  of 1966 {Public Law 

89-6651, 1 hereby nonimte t h i s  property lor inclusion 
in the Nnlional  Regis ler  and certify that it bas been 

-valuated according to the c-itcria nnd procech r e s  set 

farlh by the National Park Servlca. The recommended 

level of sisrrificancc of this nominrrtion is: 

Metiom1 Stale @J Local a 

CODE 

Little Rock 

1 William E. Henderson 

Arkansas 

T i e  State L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  

112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER C~PTIF!CAI-'~OH ' ' nx 
, -; 

if . . :::NATIONAL REGISTER VERiF1CATICN 

F h t ~ e b y  certify thnl th i s  p r o ~ r t y  is included in the 

K s t i m l  Register.  

Dirccfor. Oif#cs of Archeology and Hlsfuric Prsstrvnllon 

Keeper of The IL'e!ionaf L?eeialcr 

I Date- Date 11 I 
g L  

G P O  931.894  
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