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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
Tite Phillips County Courthouse in Helena, A r k a s a s  was constructed in - 

1914 at a cos t  of $250,000. L i t t l e  Rock Architect Frank W: Gibb de- 
signed the building.  He is a150 responsible for the design of several 
southern Arkansas courthouses, As the  t h i r d  official  P h i l l i p s  County 
Courthouse, the structure has served since 1914 as the political and 
governmental center of the historic ~ississip;?i Fiver town. 

Basically rectangular in shape, the PhillZps County Courthouse is a 
two-story,brick structure w i t h  a flat roof. A pent roof runs around 
the building deta i led  as classical cornices w i t h  dentils. A cast- 
s tone watertzble encircles the building.  A somewhat unusual. feature 
of the building is that both the north and west elevations conta in  
main entrances. 

me m.ost d i s t i n c t i v e  feature of t h e  building are t h e  sections of engaged 
fluted Corinthian columns On north, south and west  elevations- These 
colms are two stories t a l l  w d  are se t  one sto-y above ground level. 
On the north  elevztion f ive  columrzs s e t  into a recessed panel o f  stone 
blocks mzrk the nor'~h entry. This four-bay w i d e  section is i d e n t i c a l  to 
the recessed section on the south elevation w i t h  the exception that there 
is n,o entry on t he  south. The main entry to the P h i l l t p s  County Court- 
house is located on the west elevation, A seven-bay w i d e  recessed panel 
w i t h  eight  en~aged  colu_~ns features dmt icn la ted  entaSlatures wi th  
decorative rn?dallions over the entry &or and the two windows flamking 
e i t h e r  slde. 

Decorative east-stone medallions are found in pairs on the br i ck  port ion 
of the building at the frieze line, Nindo rv  treatment is simple w i t h  . 
those in the brick sections f e a t u r i n g  keystones. 

Pne east elevatioa houses the  Phillips County Sai l .  Architecture 03 . 

t h i s  elev~tion is devoid of ornamentation. Pairs  of double-hung win-  
dows w i t h  t ransoms are spaced regulzrly on t h i s  elevation- 

The inter iors  of the P h i l l i p s  County Courthouse are o r n a t e  and r ich  in 
design. A central symnetrical aivided flights stairway of marble serves 
as t h e  focal p o i n t  of the lobby. Decorative plaster-work abounds on the . :  . 

ceiling. 

O r n a t e  plaster brackets sup?ort ceiling beams in the lobby. O t h e r  dis- 
t i n c t i v e  features of t h e  exterzor are pi t te rned  ceramic t i l e  f l o o r s ,  
mrble vair.scotting, o r i g i n a l  brass hardware, and the o r i g i n a l  wood 
roldings around doors and windows .  Only minor  a l te ra t ions  have ta!<en 

,Lure. place in the strum' 
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E 
As the most architecturally and p o l i t i c a l l y  important structure in 
P h i l l i p s  County, t he  courthouse is a local landmark. Resting on its 
original s i t e  and in excellent condi t ion ,  the P h i l l i p s  dounty Court- 
house is a significant historical structure. 
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The largest rider of architectllrally significant: public buildinss 
in Arkansas a r e  t h e  courthouses scattered over the state's seven ty -  
f ive counties. A structural symbol of American government, t h e  
courthouse serves as t h e  center of local p o l i t i c a l  act iv i ty .  O f t e n  
t h e  largest and most costly buileing in the county; the courthouse 
is almost always a source of pride to t h e  c i t i z e n s  who financed and 
made use of its faci l i t ies .  

Phillips County was established May 1, 1820, from territory t & e n  
from Arkansas County .  It was the  second county to be established 
by the Arkansas T e r r i t o r i a l  Legislature. It was named in honor of 
Sylvanus P h i l l i p s  who s e t t l e d  near L\e mouth of the St. Francis River 
in 1797. Phillips C o u n t y  covers 704 square m i l e s  and is bounded by 
Lee C o ~ ~ t y  on the north ,  by the Kississippi River on the  east, Desha 
County on t h e  soukh a n d  Arkanszs and Mmme Counties on t h e  w e s t .  
Enere are tuo d i s t i n c t  topographical d i v i s i o n s  in t h e  county: (1) 
Alluvial river bottom lowlands a n d  (21 Crowley" Ridge in the north- 
east sect ion.  

Helena, s i t u a t e d  on t he  Mississipp? River, was made t he  county seat 
in 1830 and o f f i c i a l l y  incorporated as a city in 1833. According to 
local sources, the first eomty building in Phi l l ip s  County was a 
t w o - s t c q  log structure. This building housed a courtroom on its 
second f loo r  and  a j a i l  on the first floor. Records indica te  that 
t he  l o t  on which t h e  building stood was not owned by the c o u ~ t y  , but 
was t h e  property 05 a private citizen, 

In 9845 a l o t  was purchased E a r  Lhe purpose of constructing a cotlnty 
jail. Xn January, 1847, t h r e e  comissioners w e r e  appointed to receive 
proposals and contracts  for builcing a courthouse, cost.not to exceed 
$6,000. Built in 1847, the  s t r u c t u r e  was a two-story frame building 
50 fee t  square. 

. - 

In 1661 the  courthouse huxced an6 no attempt was nade to build another 
courthouse u n t i l  zfter t h e  C i v i l  Wax. Accordin+=j to records, no courts 
were held fxom June, 1862, to r.Say 29, 1865. I n  1867 t he  szcond f loor  
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of a building was rented far court puqcses .  From 1868 to 1870 
while a new courthouse was under construction, a privately owned 
building was rented for court purposes and county offices- 

In 1869 a large two-story brick courthouse w i t h  a dome was con-:- - 
structed at a cost of over $44,000. This building was razed when 
ths  present courthouse was completed and t he  lot given for the 
purpose of establishing a public playground. 

In 1911 the  Quorum Court of Phillips County appropriated $10,000 
for the purpose of building a new courthouse and jai3 for t h e  county, 
The County C o u r t  also authorized the erection of a new b u i l d i n g  pro- 
vided t h a t  the United S t a t e s  government would cede to Phillips County 
two-and-one-half lots. By act of Congress cpprovod December, 1912, 
the lots w e r e  ceded to the county, conditionzl that construct ion 
woul8 bogin within one year,  F. F. Kitchens was appointed Comiissiones 
of P S l i c  Buildings to superintend t h e  erection of a courthouse and 

- j a i l ,  far which $250,000 was appropia ted .  In July, 1913, Phillips 
County contrzcted w i t h  F. W. G a b s  ~ n d  Company, ArchLtects,  to design 
t h e  new building. In April, 1914, E. R. I l r ight  and Company of D a l l a s ,  
Te>:.zs w a s  awarded the contract for c o n s t r u c t i o n .  On June 1 4 ,  1915, 
the ccm~le ted  building was o f f i c i a l l y  accepted by the  cowty .  

W.is historical  s2ructure  is also s i g n i f i c a n t  a rchi tec tura l ly-  It is a 
rectangular-shzped b u i l d i n g  of brick constsuc t i on .  The two-s tory  
courthouse features a flat roof w i t h  a pent roof running  around the 
st.lructce detailed as classical cornices. The most distinctive features 
of  the building are the recessed sec t ions  of cast-stone blocks w i t h  en- 
gaged f l u t e d  Corinthian columns set i n t o  t h e  north, south a d  west ele-  
vztions. I n t e r i o r s  are except ional ly  ornate with ceramic tile floors, 
mzrble w a i n s c o t t h y ,  Secorative plaster molding and t h e  central spmet- 
wical stairtray of mrble. 

Cons t ruc t ed  i n  1914, the-Phillips County Courthouse commands a prominent 
corner in Helena's downtown- Its governmental and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f -  
icance combine to make the Phillips County C c u r t h a u s e  a historically 
significant s t r u c t u r e .  
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