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The barn at t h e  Take estate is a well can- 
structed, multi-level f a r m  utility structure. 

The main port ion of t h e  structure is t h i r t y -  
seven feet wide and f i f t y  feet long, consisting of 
a potato ce l l a r ,  t w o  corn storage rooms, an equip- 
ment storage room and a two level. haylof t ,  There 
are two sheds twelve feet wide and f i f t y  feet long, 
t h e  one on t h e  north f o r  implement storage and one 
on t h e  south for horse stalls. 

The roof of t h e  Tate B a r n  is covered w i t h  hand-cut 
c y p re s s shakes w h i l e  t h e  walls are covered w i t h  
c lapboard s i d i n g ,  The roof of t h e  n o r t h  shed pro- 
jects from t h e  n o r t h  wall of the barn and i t s  n o r t h  
edge i s  supported by s i x  four-inch by six-inch posts. 
The posts are supported by s o l i d  isosceles shaped 
concrete blocks a t  their base, and braced at the top 
by two  by four timbers that t aper  inward about t w o  
feet from the edge of t h e  roof to the posts. The 
roof has an e i g h t  foot overhang on t h e  w e s t  side and 
a two  foot overhang on the eas t  side. 

The south shed has s o l i d  walls on its north ,  
east  and west s i d e s ,  while the south s i d e  is mostly 

I open w i t h  boards na i led  horizontally across it much 
I 

I 
in the same manner as a wooden fence, w i t h  approx- 
ina te ly  a one foot opening between each board. The 
roof is covered w i t h  cedar shakes and i s  s i m i l a r  t o  

I that of t h e  nor th  shed.  

The haylof ts  are loaded through t w o  large hor i -  1 zontally s l i d i n g  doors on the f r o n t  (west 1 and rear 
l eas t )  facades, A rail i s  suspended from and par- 
a l l e l  to the r i d g e  supporting a t r o l l e y  and hook 
assembly f o r  handling large loads.  

The w e s t  elevation of t h e  main sect ion of the 
barn h a s  five openings, The three  lower doorways 
are entrances to d i f f e r e n t  levels of the barn. 
Located in between and jus t  above the south and 
c e n t r a l  doorways is a sliding door which opens 
into a hayloft area, Another small swinging door 
is located above and north of t h e  s l i d i n g  door. 
The e a s t  elevat ion has four openings. The south  
end of this elevation has a ground level doorway. 
A s l i d i n g  door is located a b v e  and north of the 
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The Takes w e r e  among t h e  earliest settlers 
of Arkansas and w e r e  the first  settlers of 
Ouachita County. In 1816 Captain Richard  Tate, 
a veteran of the  War of 1812, left North C a r o l i n a  
with Abe, h i s  s lave ,  seeking gold. A f t e r  a s h o r t  
and u n p r o f i t a b l e  s tay  in Oklahoma, t h e  Captain 
r e t u r n e d  to Tennessee where some of h i s  relatives 
lived. 

In the fall 1818, however, he again headed 
w e s t  to Arkansas. On May 5, 1819, t h e  boat be- 
came s t randed  on the Ouachita River, and the two 
men, master and slave, settled nearly on a spot  
thereafter known as Tate's Bluff. Ten years 
l a t e r ,  o ther  Tatets, fgllowed., ,Richard's nephews, 
J o h n  T a t e ,  who brought h i s  w i f e  and four sons; 
and William H. Tate, along with his wife and 
brother-in-law. Also i n c l u d e d  in the group were 
Richard's n e i c e  and her husband, Mr. Dousak Gates, 
and a Mr. Harrison and a Mr. Watkins. 

M e m b e r s  of t h e  family were, t h u s ,  prominent  
in Ouachita County from its first  settlement, 
Judge W. f. Tate a l though  born in Dallas County, 
was a descendent of C a p t a i n  Tate and r e tu rned  to 
t h a t  area h i s  forbears had set t led.  Judge Tate 
served as county judge, and secretary of t h e  
school board f o r  many years in addition to other  
interests, 

Consequently, t h e  Tate property has consid- 
erable local  historical significance. , H o w e v e r ,  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  importance of the Tate Barn arises 
f r o m  its being nothing m o r e  or less than a first- 
class barn. Its five levels and.its roof of 
hand-cut cypress shingles make it f a k r l y  elabo- 
rate for  a farm bui ld ing .  This and its unaltered 
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7. Description 

ground level doorway and two small hinged open- 
ings are located in a h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e  north of 
the s l i d i n g  door. 

The barn interior is a cpmplex p l a n  that has 
a total of five levels. The lowest l eve l  is the 
potato cellar, which is located in t h e  northwest 
corner of t h e  bui ld ing .  The entrance to t h e  
cellar is the n o r t h  door of the west  s i d e  of 
the barn. The center door of the main sect ion 
of t h e  barn leads  to a hallway, which is t h e  
access to the other  th ree  levels. The hallway 
runs east  and n e s t  with s t a i r s  on the w e s t  end 
at the entrance t h a t  ascend to the  t h i r d  level. 
The rooms on the t h i r d  level are made accessible 
by a hallway that runs north and south and inter- 
sects the east-west h a l l  forming a T-shape on 
t h e  nor th  s i d e  of the east-west wall. T h i s  level 
consists of t w o  rooms loca ted  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
the north-south h a l l .  On t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  
intersection of the h a l l  are a door and a stair- 
way that leads to t h e  eas t  room of t h e  second 
level. Tne west room of t h e  second level is di- . 
rectly west  of t h e  east room and in the  south- 
w e s t  corner of t h e  barn. 

The fourth and f i f t h  levels are storage 
areas for  hay  and would be considered the  barn 
loft. The access to the four th  level, which 
is one large room, is t h e  stairway on the east  
end of the  east-west hall. A small section of 
stairs on the north-central s i d e  of the f o u r t h  
level leads to t h e  f i f t h  level, which is also 
one large open room used as a hay lof t .  There 
is a large s l i d i n g  door on b o t h  the eas t  and 
west s i d e s  of t h e  f o u r t h  level w i t h  a small 
opening on the w e s t  end of t h e  f i f t h  level, 

The barn is b u i l t  of cypress timbers, The 
structural frame is a braced post and l i n t e l  
system. The columns and beams are four by s i x  
inches in sectional  dimension w i t h  two by s i x  

1 
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7. Descr ip t ion  

jois ts  and one by three s tr ipping  under the 
cypress shingles .  

Because of the excellent weathering q u a l i t y  
of i t s  cypress timbers and the outs tanding  crafts- 
manship employed in i t s  construction, Tateps Barn 
is in good physical condi t ion .  

I 
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8. Significance 

s t a t e  make it a l m o s t  unique. 

Tke s t r u c t u r e  was probaSly built d u r i n g  the 
1880rs,  although the exact date of construction 
is u n c e r t a i n .  It is an excellent example and a 
well-preserved symbol of a life style t h a t  is 
r a p i d l y  disappearing from the  Mid-South, hhen it 

, was built t h e  state was almost ent ire ly  r u r a l ,  
Little Rock and F o r t  Smith were o n l y  small towns; 
Fayetteville and H o t  Spr ings ,  only large villaqes. 
No famcus general ever quar te red  his horses at the 
Barn; no no to r ious  desperadoes ever "hid out" from 
the law in the place; y e t  it remains a simple and 
r a the r  dignified relic of the past. 
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b Cmden, Arkansas. Personal interview w i t h  Mrs. Walter 
F. Tate. June, 1971, 
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