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I. Name 
.- 

historle HO 1 t - P u . . - ~ ~ o E  l3nld.m~ . . 
andm common Q e m w  General Store 

2. Location 
numbr Ouachita County Road NO. 101 V& mot fw pbticrt~m -- 

Oganaw Conarnrnity (rural, 
c b ,  town tmi- S vfcinit~ of 4 miles north of Stephens 

st.t* Arkansas coda 05 m n t r  Wachita 103 

3. Classification 
Crtmgory Ownamkip 

dlstric? 
K -z buildlng(s) - private 

- structum - k t h  
- - s l t e  Public Acquisition 
- o b l h  - in process 

- being considered 
NSA 

Strtrrn 
r  UP^ 
- unaceupiad 
- work in pr~gresa 
Aee~sribie 
- yes: mstrletd 

yes: unrestricted 
- no 

4. Owner of Promerty 
,,,, Mildred Halt Poindexter and Kenneth W. Poindexter 

n u m b  Route 2,  BOX 217 

eitv. town Stephens - vlclnlw of stab hk-as 

5. Location of Legal Description 

e W , m  Camden st* Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 



- 

7. Description 

Condltlon ,heck o m  Ch-k onm 
- excellent - ddterlomted - undtered original site 
2 . 9 -  - ruin? -L altered m o v e d  datu 
f a i r  - unexpsud 

- 

Describm t h  snd eriginal (If known) phyricaE ~ p p . w m c m  

Located to the east of the Cotton Belt  Railroad in the rural c m i t y  of Ogemaw, 
Ouachita Cormty, the Holt-Poindexter Stare was built in 1904 by H. L. Holt. The 
Halt-Polndexter Store typifies the mal vernacular architecture o f  county stores 
thmugh its simplistic plan and rustic appearance. Originally Guilt to seme the 
llrmber c&ty established in the area in the l89Ors, the Holt-PoindeXeer Store 
is the oldest continually-operated general store in south-Arkansas and maintains 
a high degree of its original  architectural integrity. 

The Holt-Pohdexter Store is sited east of the Cotton Belt Railroad and Ouachita 
County Road Nb. 101 in the rural unincorporated cammity of Osmaw, fwr miles 
north of Stephens, Ouachita County. The store is a one-story, rectangular, frame 
structure b u i l t  with m h o t t e d  virgin pine lumber. The store has six-by-six oak 
sills that rest on large rocks and wood blocks have been replaced with concrete 
blocks. 

The facade is fronted by a shed porch suppofied by four p l a i n  square posts and covered 
in t i n  kthich lies on exposed rafters. The front-facing gable is centered with a wood 
lower air vent. A squared falsefront was once originally a part of the facade but 
was removed in 1948 due to leakage. 

Original hand-planed pine double-doors provide entry into the  store and are flanked 
by double one-over-one double-hung sash windows. !\rTth bars handcut by H, L. W l t  
from sheets of iron, the front windo;ws were c m d  by order of the W, S.  Post O f f i c e  
kpartment followjng an attempted robbery of the post off ice and store during the  
Great Depression. Two mall casement windows are placed next to the cornice on both 
north and south elevations. 

In 1925 a ten-by-twenty addition was constructed on the north side of the building 
for use as a post office. In I948 the post office addition was semaved and a new 
addition was constructed on the rear elevation to a c c a d a t e  a feed storage room, 
an office, and a bathroom. The addition is access2ble through a doornay on the north 
elevation with a shed-covered landing. 

Due to deterioration of the wood the entire exterim.of the structure has been covered 
in brick roll siding. The original tin roof is intact, 

The i n t e r i o r  possesses original pine floors, walls, and ceilings. North and south 
walls are lined with shelves and bins and a s t o ~  is positioned at the center of the 
ram-. 



8. Significance 

Areas of SignHkmebiChsck snd justify b l o w  
-, archeology-prehistoric . ., community planning - - - tandscape archltscturs. religion 
- archeology-historic -- consewatlon - ,_ law - science 
- agriculture , - economics ,,, literature - sculpturn 
,- architecture .,, education - military 2 social! 
-- art , . engineering - music Rurnanlkarlan 
A eornmbrcr ,,. ewploratbonr!&tCmant - philosophy - theater 
- communlcatlons ..x industry - politics!govsmmsnt - transparEation 

invention - other [specify] 

s p ~ i f ~ c  dmtms 1 qnd s u ~ ~ h ~ , a ~ h i t ~ t  Curtis Smith, an Ogemaw carpenter 

Statamant of Slgnifkme* [in on* parapnph) 

SUI"VMARY 

The Eblt-Poindexter Store is a classic example of the smal l  general store which once 
typified the re ta i l  economy of mral Anerica. Built in 1904, it has been c o n t h w s l y  
operated by three generations of the same family, and is reputedly the oldest general 
store in South Arkansas. 

The building is located in the 0-w Canmatnity, which was settled in the 1890% by 
samil l  jnterests and which was also in the vicinity of the first o i l  well drilled 
in Arkansas, in 1920 (Lester E H a l t o n  #1 hie l l  Site, NR listed 4/3/76) . The timber 
industry abandoned Ogemaw in 1948, however, and the real oil-producing wells proved 
to be farther to the southeast in Union County, and Ogemaw never equalled its c m r c i a l  
heyday of the early 1900's when its population reached 500, Even so the general store, 
which w a s  begun by the present awne-rts grandfather, has maintained operation to the 
present day. 

H. L. Holt @. 1869) had interest in various sawmills in south Arkansas and operated 
general merchandise c d s s a r i e s  at the mSfl sites,  Tn 1904 he had the c3g- store 
constructed a t  ~ d ~ a t  was then the location of a thriving timber c-i ty  . Holt 
himself lived in Junction City, an the Arkansas-Louisiana border, until 1914 when h i s  
mill there b m e d  n d  he moved his family to Ogemavr and personally took cver operation 
of the general store. 

H o l t  was appointed pos-ter in 1915, and the store doubled as a post office until 
d i m  service to Ogemaw was discontinued in 1968. A Cotton Be l t  railroad &pot stood 
across the mad fmm 1912 to 1935, and the store provided a gathering place for 
residents interested in the comings and goings of local camrmmication. Holt served 
as pos-ter until 1940, and was also on the Ogemaw school board until that  district 
was consolidated w i t h  nearby Stephens in 194 5. 

In 1948 Holt's daughter and her husband, Chester Poindexter, took over operation of 
the general store. Follohing EIolt's death in 1952, the name was changed t o  Poindexter 
Grocery. Chester Poindexter died in 1983 and his son Kenneth assmed proprietorship 
of t h e  firm. 

Kenneth Poindexter has maintained the Ogemaw store and operates it mdr. in the manner 
of his  father and grandfather. He has also effected the return of the timber industry 
to Ogemaw w i t h  the  formation of t h e  h r i c a n  Pulpwood Campany, his business which 
opened in 1879 at a site across the  road from the  store buildiag. 



9. Maior Biblioqraphical References 
1. Thomas C. Ekredith home a t  O g m .  
2. Application for post off ice at Evans. Arkansas, dated October 30, 1889. 
3. 1. Kirkland letterhead dated January 16, 1896, showing M. A. Johnson as general manager. 
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Continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary 

The property is located in the northeast k of the  southwest + of section 1,  
township 15 south, range 19 west. 

The property is located in the minmsporated commi t y  of Ogemaw, on County 
mad M. 101, 4 miles northeast of Stephens. Commencing at a point 445' north of 
the south section line of section 3 on County mad No. 101, proceed 20' east to 
the southwest corner of the property. Then proceed 28' north to the northwest 
corner of the  property. Then pmceed 4 5  ' east to t he  northeast corner of t h e  
property. Then proceed 28F south to the southeast corner of the property, then 
pmced 45'  west to the southwest corner of the property thereby completing the 
rectangle and enclosing the  triangle. 
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