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I I (Chuck Onel 

Built c i r c a  1850, t he  lngharn L i b ~ a r y  i s  a simple Greek Revival 
building of recti-linear plan. I t  has t h e  Greek temple characteristics 
of a lw gable roof running perpendicular to the front elevation, and 
a ~ c d i m e n t e d  g a b l e  over the portico w i t h  four columns. 

CONDITION 

The front elevation i s  p e r f e c t l y  symmetrical. I t  fea tu res  a 
tall six-panelled e n t r y  door w i t h  one large window, six over s i x  
lights on each side o f  the door. Four slender columns create th ree  
bays, emphasizing t h e  windows and entry.  lush boards a r e  used 
across the e n t i r e  p o r t i c o  as w e l l  as i n  the pedimented gab le .  P l a i n  
t r i m  is used elsewhere. A w i d e ,  unadorned entablature i s  cont inuous 
on a l l  but the rear elevajions. The library i s  raised mo f e e t  
above ground w i t h  lattice work between the piers. 

A door with transam 1 ight i s  located towards the r e a r  o f  one s i  de. 
A door with transom l i g h t  and a large window of s i x  over s i x  lights 
a r e  l oca ted  on the rear  elevation. White c lapboard  siding i s  used 
on all elevations, other than the facade. An a i r  vent o f  decora t ive  
scroll-cut p a t t e r n  i s  centered i n  each gab le  end. 

DESCRIBE T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (!f h0U'n) P H Y S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Q ExceLlsnt @ Good 0 Fmir Dctcriorated a Ruins  Unsxposcd 

I n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  p l a i n ,  including trim surrounding all fenes t ra t ion ,  
Un f in ished  pine b o a r d i n g  is used as a wallcovering, with s i x  inch 
tongue and groove flooring also of pine. Panel led  and louvered shu t te rs  
cover t he  front windows. 

(Check One) 

a Alrersd Clj Unaltered 

Except f o r  the porch r a i  I i ng  with tu rned  balusters and asphalt s h i n g l e s  
on the roof, the b u i  lding itself has changed l i ttle d u r i n g  the p a s t  
I25 years.  However, t o  prevent its demolition, in 1954 the building 
had to be moved from i t s  original locat ion  i n  d o w n t m n  Camden. 

(Check One) 

Moved a Original Sifo 

I t  now rests at the rear of the McCollurn-Chidester Wcuse lot (added 
to the National Register i n  5971). P l a n s  call for the future res to ra -  
t i o n  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and i t s  use as a smal l  museum. 
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The white frame building which naw r e s t s  on the rear  lot of the  
McCollurn-Chidester House has long been a landmark i n  Carnden, 
A r k a n s a s .  Bui It circa 1850, th i s  smal l commercial structure 
stood f o r  over 100 years a t  the corner  o f  Washington and Harr.ison 
Streets i n  the h e a r t  o f  the historic south Arkansas community. The 
Classical s t y l e  of t h i s  small building lent d i g n i t y  to i t s  use a s  
a law and government o f f i ce ,  and as a l i b r a r y .  Greek Revival 
f ea tu res  on t h i s  simple rectangular  s t r u c t u r e  i n c l u d e  the p o r t i c o  
supported by columns and t h e  balanced e n t r y  w i t h  a large double 
hung window on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  panelled door. 

The building uas originally constructed to serve as a law o f f i c e  
for  M r .  W i  1 l iam U. Leake, a prominent Camden a t to rney .  An 1859 
advertisement i n  Camden's States Righ ts  Eagle announced t h a t  M r .  
Lyon and Mr. Leake, l awye rs ,  were i n  businzss i n  the Washington 
Street of f  ice formerly occupied by lawyers Jennings and Leake. 
M r .  Leake l a t e r  changed par tners  again,  and i n  I866 was working 
w i t h  M r .  R. E .  Sallee. By t h a t  time Leake had vacated h i s  f i r s t  
office, and i t  was rented to the  United States government. 

In the years fol ]mi ng t h e  C i  v i  l War the Bureau of  Refugees , Freedmen 
and Abandoned Lands had d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  i n  urban areas a l l  over the 
South. The Camden off ice o f  t h e  Freedmen's Bureau was established 
i n  the building fo rmer ly  used t o  house M r .  Leake's l aw  p r a c t i c e .  
Supervi s ing  a seven county a r e a  I n south  cent ra 1 Arkansas , t h e  
Freedmen's Bureau i n  Carnden played an impor tan t  r o l e  i n  shaping 
Reconstruct ion era h i s t o r y  i n  the Sta te .  

Among a collection of miscellaneous papers from the f i l e s  of the 
Camden Freedmen's Bureau i s  an 1860 f i r e  insurance p o l i c y  c e r t i f i c a t e  
i ssued  to W. W .  Leake.  For a $16.00 premium Leake received $1,000.00 
coverage on h i s  Washington S t r e e t  law o f f i c e .  

Following i t s  use by the Freedmen's Bureau, the  Leake building served 
as a Government Land O f f  i c e  for a number o f  years. 1 t was af te rwards  
purchased by F r .  A. A .  Tu f t s ,  who used the  bu i  ? d i n g  as a business 
o f f i  ce for some t i m e ,  then rented i t  to others f o r  the same purpose.  
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1 8. Sign i f i cance ( ~ e a k e -  I nghain Bu i 1 d ing - Page 2 )  I I 
In 1904 a group o f  women i n  the New Century Club of Camden s t a r t e d  a 
movement for a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  i n  the c i t y .  An o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
meeting r e s u l t e d  i n  the formation o f  the Camden Library  Association. 
The f i r s t  goal set by t h e  Association was the purchase of a b u i l d i n g  
t o  house the l i b r a r y .  This goal was accomplished on A p r i l  1 ,  1906, 
when the Leake b u i l d i n g  was purchased for  $ 1  ,100. 

M r .  H. M. Ingham, Rector o f  St. John's Ep,iscopal Church i n  Camden, 
superv ised the prepara t ion  of the  Ceake building to house the library. 
He and h i s  w i fe  made such valuable  con t r ibu t ions  to t he  l i b r a r y  t h a t  
i n  June, 1906, i t  was named Ingham L i b r a r y .  

For the f i r s t  h a l f  of  the twent ie th  century  t h i s  s m a l l  s t r u c t u r e  
housed Camden's only pub l i c 1 i bra ry  . H w e v e r  , a new 1 i brary  
b u i l d i n g  v:as constructed i n  t h e  1950's and t h e  lngham L i b r a r y  was 
abandoned. Urban growth  threatened destruct ion of the bui l d i n g  and 
i n  1954 i t  was removed from i t s  o r i g i n a l  downtown l o t .  A f t e r  
temporajily r e s t i n g  a t  two  d i f f e r e n t  s i t e s ,  I t  was moved i n  1963 
to t h e  rear of the Y,cCollurn-Chidester House property  (added to  the 
National Register  on June 2 4 ,  1971).  

The Ouachi t a  County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  which owns both t h e  lngham 
L i b r a r y  and t he  lot on which  i t  s tands ,  plans to r e s t o r e  the b u i l d i n g  
and use i t  i n  conjunction w i t h  the adjacent  McCollum-Chidester House. 
As one df Camden's e a r l i e s t  e x i s t i n g  commercial s t r u c t u r e s ,  the  
Leake Bui lding-lngharn L i b r a r y  i s  an important  ante-bellurn landmark 
i n  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  south Arkansas community, 

G P O  9 2 1 . 7 2 4  
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1.0- 
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Na tiona I Register.  

Uirecrar. OIfics O I  Archeola&y and Hirloric Preaewaifon 

1 xame4 i l l  i am E .  - K T Z ~  Henderson 
:ZEST: 

1 T ~ ! I +  Sta te  Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  

i Officer Keepcr of The National ReGister 

Q 9.5. G0:'LRNhlCrVT aeIYTIHG OFFICE : 1973-?23*:47;fdd2 3-C 



Form 10-30- UN1TEO STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOq 
(July 1969) NAYlONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER O F  HISTORIC PLACES 

I N V E ~ T O R Y  - HOMINATIOH FORM 

9, Major Bib1 iographical References (~eake-l ngham B u i  lding - Page 2) 

Sifford Scrapbooks: Camden H i s t o r y ,  Val. 1 1  (1900-1906). Microfilm, 
Arkansas H i s t o r y  Commission. 





Leake-lngham Building 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
FORM 10.301 A NATIONAL P A R K  SERVICE 
161721 

NATIONAL REGISTER O F  HlSTORlC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

{Type all entries - attach to or en clnse with photograph) - -- .- -- . - - . -- 
1. NAME 

/ Inghan L i b r a r y  

COMMON AND/OR HtbTOf3l t  INUWERIC C O D C  (Aaa!gnbd by N P S )  

l T R E E T  A N D  NUMRER 

2. LOCATION 
sr A,? 1: 

Arkansas 

O E S C R l B E  V t E N .  DIRECTION,  ETC. 

926 Washington Street  

3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

Facade, vicwed from the w e s t  

- 
CDWNTY 

Ouach i t a  

PHOTO CREDIT 

Robert Dunn 

TOWN 

Camden 

4 .  IDEUTl FlCATlOH 

D A T E  

October, 1974 
N C G A T l V E  FlLED A T  

Arkansas Historic 
Preserva t ion  Program 









'form NO 1C-302d 
(Rev. 70-74) 

tjNITEDSTATLS DEPhRTMF,NT 0). I'HE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SE'RVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTFX OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY . . 
. . 

RECEIVED . . 
. - 

DATE ENTERED . . 
-. 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NAnONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

* W N M E  . - 
HJSTORIC Lcake-tnghsm Building 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION .;a 
-.*..d 

CITY.TOW,.~ C.amden . v r c l w l n  OF counr, Ouach i t a  STATE Arkansas - 
PHOTO REFERENCE 

- - .  
PHOTO CREDIT Bob Qunn DATE OF PHOTO 1 974 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Rear elevation 
PHOTO NO 



Farm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I7 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
1 
L 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) - 

1. N A M E  
CO.WMON AND/OR H ~ S T O R I C  HUUCR~C CODE ( ~ m s l g n s d  bp ~ P S )  

Leake-Ingham h i l d i n g  I Ingharn Library 
I 1 ! /  

2. LOCA'TJON 
S T A T E  

I 
COUNTY TOWH G 

A r k a n s a s  I O u a c h i t a  1 Camden 
STREET A H 0  NUMBER 

I k-- 

I 
$ 

E 926 Washington S t ree t  
! 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S C h L E  I SOURCE 

1/24000 

DATE 

V.S.G.S.  7 . 5  M i n u t e  
Canden Q-~adranqle  

REQUIREMENTS. P q o p ~ R ~ r  BOUNDARIES. WHERE AEQUIFIEO. A M 0  NORTH A R R O W 1  

1951 




