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0 E x c ~ l l e n t  a G e d  Q Foir Deteriorated Ruins Unarporsd 
CONDITION fchcck One) . (Check O11.f 

Four m i l e 5  west of Camden, in a grove of magnificent 
oak trees, stands the old homestead of the Bf.agg family, 
It is a two-story frame house w i t h  f ive  bays across t h e  
f r o n t  on both first  and second f loor .  A two-tiered porch 
covers the,  main entrance and is supported by four square 
columns w i t h  Doric capi ta ls .  There is a r a i l i n g  on t h e  
second f l o o r  t ier,  but none an the first. The house is 
basical ly r e c t ~ g u S a r  - - with a h i p  roof. . . 

..- . . . 
The main entrance has a double-entry door with rec- 

tangular sidelights and transom. The doors have three. '.' 
.tiers of molded panels., , The, door, s i d e l i g h t s  and transom - .  
are trimmed w i t h  architrave and cornice. The door on 
the second s to ry - i s  a single en t ry  w i t h  no sidelights or 
transom. It is trimmed in a very p l d n  fashion. . . -- - . . ., . . . . . . - . . . - 

The  windows are most unusual, The f i r s t  floor win- - 

dows are double-hung sashes. The top sash h a s  n ine  l i g h t s  ' 

and the bottom s i x  l i g h t s .  The second f loor  windows are 
slot so unusual, having six. lights per 'sash in double-hung 
windows. The windows hzve no s h u t t e r s ,  nor is there any 
i n d i c a t i o n  that .  they ever did, There  are two in ter ior  
chimneys extending through the  roof, Their  caps are 
corbelled. 

The house was b u i l t  in the late 1840 % but no t  . 
occupied by the Bragg family u n t i l  1850. ?"he house has the ' 

symmetrical facade typical of the period andAthc ,Clas+s ica l  
collonade supporting t h e  porch roof: The b u l d i n g  h a s  
maintained m a s t  o-f: i t s  or iginal .  in tegr i ty ,  and has suf- .. , 
fered m i n i m a l  a l terat ion.  Most- of the a l t e ra t ions  have 
been to achieve a s ta te  of u t i l i t y  corresponding to . t h e 4  
changing t i m e s .  Composition shingles have replaced the 
ori,?inal wood shingles ,  and new siding has  been added. A 
door has replaced a w i n d o w  and there is an enclosed back . . 
porch t h a t  is probably not o r i g i n a l .  

I ' 
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S T A T  EMEMT O F  SIGHIFICAHCE - - 1 1  1 

P e t e r  ~ e k o r t  Bragg moved to Camden in 1842. He came 
from h m d e s  County, Alabama, He was followed in h i s  in- 
mLgration by his brothers,  Ira, .Sam, Hosea a?d E b e r .  ALL 
of the B r a g g s  settled in t he  =ea and t h e i r  descendants are 
s t i l l  living in Ouachita County. 

P e t e r  Bragg brought the  claim to a small farm (near  
where t h e  Bragg House now st=ds) from Mr- Levi Stone, who 
c m e  f r o m  Missouri about 1822. Bragg a l s o  bought a saw 
m i l l  in order to saw lumber f o r  t h e  house h e  intended to 
bui ld ,  The saw mill, however, w a s  t h e  only  one in t he  area; 
and the demand for lumber was so great t h a t  Bragg was un- 
able to saw lumber for h i s  own use until a period of some 
years had elapsed. Bragg could have sawn Surrher for  his 
house a t  an earlier  date, but it w a s  considerzbly more pro- 
f5tahle to supply lumber to o t h e r s  whzn t h o  demand was so 
great .  - - . ~. 

In 1850, the house was completed to the point of 
occupancy, but it required an a d d i t i o n a l  two years to f in i sh  
the i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  w o r k .  The house wzs constructed 
of v i r g i n  p i n e  which was, of course, sawn i n  2iagg 3 sill, 
by his slaves, The fill was significant in Bragg's life, 
pe met his death Shere not many years af te r  the completion 
of his house. The house, charzcteristic of the p e r i o d ,  is 
fastened by a combination of mortise and tenon, wooden pegs, 
and square cut nails, The  wide boards, i n  f loors  a t d  w a l l  
paneling,  recall t h e  e a r l y l u n b e r i n g  days in Arkansas  when 
large stands of v i r g i n  timber were a v a i l a l e  for'cutting. 

During the  C i v i l  \Jar a brief skirm5sh between Union 
and Confederate Troops was f o ~ q h t  .close to the house. Mrs. 
Bragg stood with her children in a small alcove betwesn - 
the d in ing  room a n d  family room, so t h a t  the double c3imney 
wouf d be. between them and t h e  f i g h t i n g .  .Several  bullets 
pierced the walls, but Braggs ,  l i k e  t:?e horeawners of 
today,  repaired or replaced t h e  damaged wood as soon as 
ipsslble, f a i l i n g  the reby ,  to z n t i c i p ~ t e  t he  i n t e r e s t  of 
vistors a century la ter .  
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8. SiqnLficznce Continued: 

There i s  a small  family cemetery approxiinately one- 
e i g h t h  m i l e  eas t  of the house- P e t e r  Newport  Bragg, h i s  
mother  and several other members ?%;the family are b u r i e d  
in t h e  beautiful l i t t l e  p lo t .  

Although .the Bragg house has been occupied  by various 
families throughout  t he  years ,  t h e  house has  always re- 
mained in the possession of t h e  Bragg family. It is n o w  
owned by Thomas Gaughan,. a grea t  grandson of Peter  N e w p o r t  

G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 5  
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