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Built in 1847 by P e t e r  McCollum, t h i s  home was so ld  
to Colonel John T. Chidester around 1857. 
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17: DESCRtPTlOH 

The plan is rectangular with smaller wings  on t h e  
East and West w i n g  of the main house. The m d n  house 
is one and one-half stories. 

CCNDlTlOU 

Of wood frame construction, the house is raised on 
brick p i e r s  w i t h  pierced brick underpinnbg between the 
perimeter piers. The st ructure is f i n i s h e d  with hori-  
zonta l ,  beveled siding, 

A veranda which extends the width af the main house, 
is supported by massive columns t h a t  reach to t h e  under- 
side of the cornice, The flat architrave and f r i e z e  a re  
recessed slightly behind the column face. The columns, 
w i t h  moulded bases, rest on square pedestals. 
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(Chock One) 
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The roofs of both smaller wings and of the main house 
are gabled with plain, close  rakes. 

r Cheek One) 

A1hr.d X] UmaTk-d 

The main windows are double hung sash, with a pattern 
of 9 x 9 lights, and have flat surrounds w i t h  comer blocks. 
They are shuttered w i t h  louvered bl inds .  

fChocR O r 4  

M o d  ()rIplmt S l k  

The entrance doors are double w i t h  g lass  l i g h t s ,  w i t h  
moulded surrounds and within a moulded architrave con- 
taining sidelights and transom. The l i g h t  refract ions  
caused by t he  variations in thickness of t h i s  glass add 
an interesting visual effect, 

The t w o  main chimneys are stucco covered brick and are 
outside ended, One is offset left, the other  is offset  
right. 

The scale and visual strength of t h i s  home are impres- 
sive. The rooms have 12 foot high ceilings the m a L n  
house is over twenty feet high frr  ~ d g e  t 
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The McCollum-Chidester house is one of t h e  finest and 
best  preserved examples of ante-bellum architecture in 
Arkansas. 

Although the Greek Revival style appeared to predom- 
inate Arkansas architecture in the second quarter of the 
19th Century ,  t h i s  home w a s  a refreshing departure f r o m  
the rule. It is more characteristic of plan ta t ion  homes 
found in Southern Maryland and V i r g i n i a  in t h e  late 1 7 O O v s  
and early 1800's. The s t r eng th  of its columns, i t s  sur- 
prising scale and its quie t  symmetry create an atmosphere 
of beauty and d ign i ty .  

John T, Chidester was barn in New York C i t y  on Decem- 

1 

ber 1, 1818. He moved to Georgia when a young man and 
became engaged in carrying the mail overland, A f t e r  
operat ing mail stage l i n e s  in Georgia, Alabama, and Miss- 
issippi, Chidester moved to Camden, Arkansas in 1857. 
Since his business required his presence in Washington, 
D. C. frequently, he became acquainted with such promi- 
nent pol i t i ca l  figures as Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, 
and D a n i e l  Webster, 

I 

During the Civil War Chidester continued to carry on 
his business, or business of some sor t .  There is no ppoof 
that he ever served in the Confederate Army, in fact, his 
obituary and the O f f i c i a l  Records of the Union and Confed- -- - 
crate h i e s  imply that he d i d  not serve in any military 
capacity. 

In the Spring of 1863, Chidester was engaged in an 
a t t empt  to effect an exchange of Confederate cotton for 
Federal provisions and suppl iek.  Several Arkansas mem- 
bers of the Confederate Congress approached Secretary 
of War James A. Seddon in Richmond about t h e  m a t t e r .  On 
M a r c h  12, 1863 Seddon signified his approval of the plan 
in a le t ter  to General E. Kirby Smith,  even though such 

( continued 1 
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t r a d i n g  with the enemy was ord ina r i l y  forbidden. ChLd- 
ester  was described as "reliable, loyal, and of adequate 
means, having peculiar facilities, f r o m  his pos i t ion  as 
a former planter on the river and his past connections 
and business, to accomplish successfully the ends pro- 
posed. " Chidester, as the o f f i c i a l  contractor ,  stood 
to make a handsome psoflt f r o m  t h i s  deal w i t h  the Yankees ,  

V e r y  soon after t he  end of war Chidester secured per- 
mission from General  O r m e ,  U. S.  Treasury Agent i n  Memphis, 
to collect Confederate cotton in t h e  Carnden area f o r  de- 
livery to Federal  authorities. One-fourth of the cotton 
in pounds, or a four th  of i t s  value when sold, was to go 
to Chidester for his services, Brigadier-General G. F, 
McGinnis, in command at Carnden, regarded Chidester and 
his kind as t h i e v e s  and swindlers. On June 9 ,  1865 
McGinnis wrote to Colonel John Levering, Assistant Adju- 
t a n t  General of the Department of Arkansas, t h a t  "Chid- 
ester . . is quite notorious as a former Government 
mail contractor  in t h i s  country. I presume you have 
heard of h i m .  If not,  the Attorney-General  can give you 
a l l  the information in regard to him, E th ink  t he  whole 
thing i s  wrong, and in Chidester's case I have determined 
that he s h a l l  not touch a bale of Government cotston , . 
The appointment o f  these o u t s i d e r s  is a regular  swindle- 
Chidester  tells me t h a t  he can make $100,000 out of it 
in sixty days. fl 

Chidester secured h i s  fat test  government contract in 
1878 when he became president and general manager of the 
Arkansas, Texas and Pacific Nail Company. S o m e  300 m e n ,  
2000 horses, 60 Concord coaches and a cavalry detachment' 
w e r e  required to carry the  m a i l s  f r o m  Ft. Worth, Texas, 
to Ft. Yuma, Arizona Territory,.  a distance of over 1500 
m i l e s .  Out of this opera t ion  came the famous Sta r  Route 
Fraud cases in 1881, a scandal which almost wrecked the 
administration of Pres ident  G a r f i e l d  and carried o v e r  
into the  A r t h u r  era; Apparently Chidester did not figure 
as one of the principals In the defense,  but h i s  obituary 
refers to him as the  "S ta r  Router". He died in Camden on 
March 6, 1892. 
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