
52- 09- L 0 4 O J s l  
-. - . "  

Farm 10-300 UNITED STATES CEPARTMENT O F  THE* ~ N T E R ~ O R  

~r ahm-~auqhan-W*ts  T-Trlblse 
AND/OR H I S T O F I C :  

-. .---- 
Major Joseph -M. kcaham ~ o u s e l  

.; , ~~ . -< 'LOCAT~ON . ' ' .. . . . 
I S T a E E T  +'.%1 N u U Q E R :  

( ~ b v .  6-72] NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

710 Iqashinaton Street 
C l f Y  OR T O W N :  COhlERESSlONaL 3 I S T R l C T :  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR1C P L A C E S  
I N V ~ N T O R Y  - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

Camden 
S T A T E  

I Four th  
1 GObF 

COUN 1 Y 

O u a c A i  ta 
FOR NP5 USE ONLY 

E N T R Y  DATE 

Public Acquisit ion: Oceuplsd Yes: 

a site 0 Structure El P l i v o k  In Process C] Unoccupid Re.tri~t.d 

0 Object a Both Baing Considered 
IJnrestrictsd 

Q Preservatian work 

in  progrcrr 0 

P R E _ $ Z T  U2E (Check Onn or Mom JSE Approprlsta) 

AgricuStvror 0 Gwernrnont Pork T r m n ~ ~ r t a t i o n  Comments 

.Cmmercial 0 Industrial Privafa Rasidsnee ofher f ~ p a d @ >  

Educational Military Q Rsl ig iws  

a Entertainment a Muaaum 13 S ~ i e n t i f i c  

, - , . . . - .  11. NAMZ . >  . . . . . . , . .  
I C O ' A W O N :  

-- - 
, ' < - )%HER OF PROPERTY. ' I , L  c - 

OYlY K R ' S  N +?.WE j 4 

Rlbert Lea and Lennie Nelon B e t t s  
S T R E E T  R N D  NUMBER: 

710  ashi in at on S t x e e t  
C I T Y  OR TOWN: J S T A T E :  1 CODF 

I Camden AR 
Z b c a ~ ~ o ~  OF LEGAL DESCR~P%IO& 

- +  
' I 

C Q J R - L I O U ~ ~ - .  R E G I S T R Y  O F  DFEUS ETC. I n 
0 

Ouachita C o u n t y  Courthouse Z 
STREET A N D  N U M B E R :  -t < 

C I T Y  0 4  T O W N :  I .ODE I I 

Arkansas Historv Commission 
STREET A N D  M U M G E R :  m 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
earE O F  SURVEY:  19 69-1973 Federal Shrce County Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR S U R V E Y  RECORDS: 

300 west M~rkham Street 0 
z 

C b T Y  O R  TOWN: 
I- 

I 4  

L i t t l e  Rock AR I I  1 1 1 -  

-I 

z 
z 

$ 1  

2 
"1 

z 



, , . , ' > :  <. . , ;, , -. , " <  >, DESC,R~PT~ON:< ' - : *  ' :, :, I _  . I .  . T  I I > < L  , , , , , . ' , ., ... ,, .,, << , 

CONDIT1ON 

DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  APPEARANCE 

The Graham-Eaughan-Betts House is a two-story frame b u i l d i n g  
of nea r ly  square f l o o r  p l a n  when considered without ad&- 
t i ens .  TWO large inkmior  chimneys extend above the 
t runcated  h i p  roof on both sides.  The facade g ives  t h e  
appearance of being divided into three bays by the s y m m e t r i -  
cal  placement o f  three w i n d o w  casements on the upper s to ry  
and t w o  'window casements and entry on the  lower story. - 
A one-skory hipped roof porch was added soon af te r  t h e  
house w a s  constructed; however, t h e  exact date cannot be 
determined from avzilable evidence. A bracketed f r i e z e  
extends across the entire width of the porch entablature.  
The entrance of Yne porch i s  an arcade consist in^ of four 
p o s t s  with three arches, one large elliptical arch between 
t w o  srnzller round arches. The open spaces between t h e  arches 
are of a propor t ion  of 1-3-1. T h L s  entrance projects 
s l i g h t l y  from t h e  main porch and has  a gable roof w i t h  a 
bracketed f r i e z e  s l i g h t l y  more i n t r i c a t e  in detzLI khan 
that on the rest  of t h e  porch. There  a r e  a t o t a l  of s i x  
sectional pasts  supporting the extended p o r t i o n  of the 
porch, T h e  m e n  porch roof is supported by a nu.;iber of 
ver t i ca l  t5mbers w i t h  h o r i z o n t a l  m e m b e r s  to form decorative 
h o r i z o n t a l  ve r t i ca l  openings. There a r e  t w o  l a r g e  
inverted,  lyre-shaped features, one on either side of the 
arcade. They extend from t h e  porch f l o o r  to architrave, 
meet ing  at a pendant, Iron railings span the open spaces 
between the porch p o s t s .  

The e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  rests on a brick foundation which 
projects approximately three feet above grade. It is d i s -  

I 

continuous under the area immediately below and Ln l i n e  
with w i n d o w  casements, and t s  filled with Lattice w o r k  or 
br i ck  venting. 

The main entrance has  a double door entry w i t h  s ide l i g h t s  
w-d transom, The doors have one s o l i d  vert ical  panel  each 
and t w o  ver t i ca l s idepane l s .  A l l  w i n d o w s  have mullions 
and are double-hung w i t h  four Light  sashes, except those 
fronting t h e  porch which have s i x  l i g h t s  in each sash. 
There are no s h u t t e r s  on the w i n d o w s ,  

The house, which was constructed in 1858, has been altered 
t w i c e .  The most notable alteration was t h e  r ea r  addi t ion 
which h a s  cxanged the bas ic  f l o o r  plan to an extended e l l  
shape.  Because of e x t e n s 3 6  fire damage,the e n t i r e  roof 
was replaced and mrnpletely altered f r o m  i t s  o r ig ina l  
appearance sho r t l y  after the  turn of t h e  century. 
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The f l o o r  plan cf ths two-storey house consists of a 
c e n t r a l  hallt :?y iq i th  -Lc-;a rooms on either side. The oper.- 
we1 1, tvo-_"l igh t s t a r i w a y -  r i s e 3  frun t h z  l e f t  re2r kd:Ll;..;cy 
w i t h  thc l a n d i n g  crossin? t h e  w i d t h  05 t h e  h a l l ,  and 

. r e t u r n i n g  to t h e  second f l o o r  a long  the r ight-hand wall. 
- Each of the e i g h t  original rooms op2n into t h e  central 
hallway, 

I T3e d e t a l l ~ d  r.:oodb:ork is o r i g i n a l  and incl~des f ireplsc2 
< . - 

I 
x a r t ~ l s ,  r o l ~ r - p a r e l  6231-3, ;.;lnaJ::l s u r r o ~ n 5 s ,  a?.& s k a i c  reil. 
T h s  Aore  has been iEpressively r e f u n i s 3 e d  by the pre sen t  
owners, a n d  is open on special occasions for pub l i c  t ours .  



P E R I O D  (Check One or  inlore ss Approprid!eI 

0 Prc-ColumSion : I3 lAlh Centmy [7 lEt:-i Ccntvry 201h Cenr3ry 

0 15rh Ccntury 17th Ccntvr r  r j  19th Century 

S P E C  I FI C DAT E(51 AppIicnbId and Known) 

A R E A S  O F  SIGNIFICANCE /Check O n e  or Norc na Appmpcisre) 

Abor iginal Educat;oq 63 Politico1 0 Urban Planning 
0 P r e h i s t o r ; ~  ' 0 Engina~ring 17 Religion/Phi. Other ( S p e c i b )  

0 Hisfor ic  IndurtT losnphy 

Agriculture lnvsrrtiah n S c i t n c t  
Akrchirec!urs l a n d s z a p 3  0 Scvlprvre 

0 Art 

r] C a m m e r e s  

Cwnrnumications 17 h \ l l i ~ o r y  a Theotat  
Q Canservotion If Music 0 Transportalion 

STATEMENT O F  S~GNIFICANCE 

83th Major Graham and h i s  wife Mary were nat ives of 
North Carolina,  and t h e  house Yney b u i l t  in Carnden 
was modeled after a North C a r o l i n a  hone that 1-Trs. 
Graham had admired as a girl. Camden s best craftsman 
w a s  hired to m a k e  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of ths  house as hand- 
some as possible. Mr. Emnanuel S i f fo rd  handcrafted 
t h s  doors,  b l i n d s ,  windows, t r an soms ,  mantels, cug- 
boards and stairway. . . 

in 

z 
o - 

Nrs. Graham v:as intsnsely Southern in her sympathies 
and d i d  much to a l lev ia te  the Ciscornfo~t 2nd suf fer ing  
of Confederate s o l d i e r s  as t h e y  retreated f r o m  CbiLCen 
before t h e  Federal troops under General Frederick Steele 
in A p r i l  of 1864. Mrs. G r a h a m  could also adjus t  to 
s t r a ined  situations. When General S k e e l e  made h i s  
headquarters at h e r  home during the brief Federal occu- 
pat ion of Carnden, sha managed to discover Yna t  they had 
mutual f r i e n d s  in N e w  Yark. 

When the Graham-Gaughan-Betts House w a s  b u i l t  i o r  Xajor 
Joseph M. Graham in 1858 ,  it w a s  plannzd to be one of 
the best ar.3 m o s t  handsome of t h e  period. S 7 f i l - t :  09 a 
l o t  acquired 2 r o ~  h i s  bro-lhe-r, Dr, Henry G r a h a m ,  ? ~ i z j u r  
G r a h a m  planned t h i s  large t~wo s to ry  fszme s t r u c t u r e  as 
a residence for his large family, 

A f t e r  the w a r  t h e  Grahams  were faced w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  snd were forced to take in boarders, 
Though Major G r a h a m  died in 1871, h i s  wife managed to 
r e t a i n  the  farnLly home u n t i l  her death in 1888. In 
1899 t h e  house was purchased by Thomas Joseph Gau.gaan, 
and  remained in t h e  Gaughan famlly u n t i l  well into the 
20th cen tu ry .  This aistoric C z m d e n  resid~nce i s - n o 8 x q  

b e i n g  restored by i t s  p:cesent owners. 
. - - . _  
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-. - - - - . - -- 



UNITED S T  A T E 5  DEPA?T!.IENT O F  Ti!E I?+TERIQ:! S T A T E  
FlhTIOSAL PAR< SESVICE A r k a n s a s  

NATIONAL REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  IcO"*'~ -----I 
INV EHTORY - MOMINXTIOH FORM , 

Ouach i t a  
F 0 3  NPS USE ONLY 

EHTRY MYMSLR 
(Continuation Sheet) 

;,:i+'-ouk I. C.. its on--5 t o r 2 y  frank ? z r c h  t h e  old Grzhan ho?e 
wocld be q u i t e  simple; holdever the ornate  and i n t e r e s t i n g  
woodwork of the veranda-style porch make the house  unique 
in south Arkansas, The  ly re -shaped  openings on e i ther  
s i d e  of the arcade-style entry are the most dominate 
feattlres. Of s?ecial note  zre the entry way column cap i ta l s ,  
the pendants centered in etch lyre-shaped opening, and t he  
;:rzck-?ts ~~lo7-t; t?? ~ ~ r c 5  ~ s 3 f .  The d 2 t a i l s d  crzf ts?.3ns:?ia 
of t h e  G r s h a m - O a u g h a r i - 3 e t t s  Sol~se  makes it one 05 kh.3 r . z s t  
architecturally interzsting h o u s e s  in the S t a t e -  
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