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 NAME 
HISTORIC Old Camden P o s t  Office I 
ANblOA COMMON 

STREET & NUMBER 

133 Washineon St., S.W. -NOT FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY. TOWN CONCRESSLONAL DISTRICT 

Camden - V I C I N I ~  OF Four th  
STATE C8p PITY 

Arkansas dachita " 7% 5 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CAVEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT ,PUBLIC -OCCUPIED AGRfCVLTLIRE _-MUSEUM 

XBUILQINGIS) -PRIVATE XUNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-STRUClWPE ,BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS ,EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-SITE PUBLIC ACUl1SITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT _REL~GIOUS 

-OWE CT -IN PROCESS ZKES: RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT ,SC~ENTIFIC 

~ ~ E I W G  CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED -INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION - 
-NO d t L I T A R X  -OTHER: s toraae 

NAME 

Genara l  Services ~dministration ( A t   resent) 
STREET & NUMBER i 

I 

CITY, TOWN STATE 
!' 
!' - VlClNlW OF 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION i 
COURTHOUSE. :! 

REGISTRY OF 0EEOS;ETC. Ouachita County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse Square 
CITY, TGWN STATE 

Camden Arkansas 

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

-.FEDEPAP -STATE -COUMW -FOCAL I I 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORD5 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE I 
X -GOOD . ,RUINS ?ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

,FAIR -UNMPOSED 

DESCRfSE THE PRESENT AND ORlGlNACIIF KNOWNl PHYSICAL APPEARANCE i 
The Post O f f i c e  in Camden, Arkansas, begun February 2 1 r  1895 and com?leted 
March 31, 1896, originally housed the Post O f f i c e  on t h e  first floor and 

.A - the U. S. Land O f f i c e  on t h e  second. The site for the $39,014 building 
was purchased for $4,137. 

- Ttro basic alterations have been made to this  masonry,two-story building 
with full basement, A one-story masonry extension with basement, was 
added to the rear (south) in 1925, and in 1945 a one-story,wood-frame 

' '  annex was attached to the west side extending around to t h e  south end 
of the building. The latter has since been removed. The main building 
measures 32 feet by 56 feet, and t h e  extension 28 feet by 53 feet ,  giving 
approximately 8,330 square feet. 

Canden's P o s t  O f f i c e  contains some extraordinary masonry work. The red 
brick walls are laid simply in stretcher bond with t h i n  mortar joints ,  
but the surface is enriched by the molded brick in the water table, the 
continuous window sills on b t h  t h e  first and second itories, the denti- 
cdated string course between the two floors, and t h e  gauged and molded 
brick around t h e  semicircular arched openings. 

A t  the entrance, seven steps rise to the stoop. Of particular importance 1 
on the three-bay facade is the central. doorway w i t h  a 'denticulated molding 
in the gauged brick arch and t he  terra cokta keystone and label s t o ~ s ,  
The spring line of the arch is relatively low.  Rectangular double doors 
are set w5thin the-  senricieu1a.r opening; -wit% Ithe remhjlng space comprising 
the  side lights and transom. Within the arched openings in the first f loor  
end bays. are; s d e l i r c u l a r  transans bridging two double-hung wir-dows. In 
contrast to t h e  arched windows,  directly abve  and below are found flat 
arched windows with 'stone lintels. A l l  second s t o r y  w i n d o w s  have -transoms, 
and on the front =d rear where t h e w i n d o w s  are double, t he r e  are separate 
l i n t e l s  above the windows and continuous lintels above the-transoms. Directly 
above the central doorway is an oriel. window which is sheathed in copper, 
one of t he  most outstanding features of the  exterior. 

The clay tile roof is pierced by two chimneys, one on the northwest and 
the  other on t h e  southeast, the  latter havincr an added flue- The caps 
are siwle projecti~ns~with a band of dentils at the lower edge, crowned 
with stone. The eyebrow windows on the nor th  and south facades are very 
atypical of Arkansas bui ld ings .  Below t h e  flared eaves of the hip roo f  is 
a wooden mdi l l i oned  cornice. 

. . , .  

The one-story rear extension, five--Says.across and t w o  hays deep, has a 
flat gravel roof .  The top of t he  parapet aligns w i t h  the second story  
c:untinuous window sillr and a s l i g h t l y  project ing cornice of soldier  
]>ricks l i n e s  up with the  string course o f  t he  main building. A soldier 
course also marks a water table on t he  extension. 
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The interior features a small glassed-in vestibule w i t h i n  the foyer. 
Separating the foyer fxom the skylighted work space at the rear is a 
partition with fluted pilasters, unusual in that the corners are rounded, 
resting on high wainscoting in which the post off ice boxes were  once 
arranged. The foyer f loor  is marble, while t h e  remainder of t he  f i r s t  
f loor  is maple. A t  the east end of the foyer rise the U-shaped stairs  
leading to the second flmr off ices .  Ceiling height in t he  basement is 
nine  feet, t he  first f loor  sixteen feet and t h e  second floor thirteen 
feet. 

The Camdm Post O f f i c e  is exceptional because, of i t s  quality of craftsnan- 
ship, unusual architectural features, and style. Attributed to a Federal 
government architect, it Richardsonian Rornanesque design is remarkably 
sophisticated, making it a l l  the  more outstanding in its relatively pxovin- 
cial setting- Not only is it unique to the city and county, it is s i g n i f i -  
cant to the state as well, for it is an early Federally designed building 
i n  a s t y l e  unusual to Arkansas. 



PERIOD 

,PREHISTORIC 

-1400- I a99 
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-1900- 

AREAS OF SlGNlFECANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLUGY.PREHISTOA[C -COMMVNIN PLANNI kG -lANOSChPE ARCHITECTLIM -RELIGLON 

4RCHEOtOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION ,LAW ,SCIENCE 

+AGRICULTURE -ECONOIL1ICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

EARCWITECTURE -EDUCATION ,MILITARY -SOCIAVHUMANITARIA~ 

A R T  -EFIGINEERING -MUSK -THEATER 

,COMMERCE -EXPLORATIONJSETT~EMENT -PHILOSOPHY - -TRANSPORTATION 

,COMMUNICATIONS ,I NOUSTRY XPOLlTlCYGOVERlYMENT -OTHER I S P E C I M  

JNVf NTION 

DATES 2-21-1895 3-31-1896 BUI LDER/ARCHITECT Asa Morgan - Builder 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed under the supervision of Asa Morgan, the $39,000 stone and 
pressed brick Camden Post Office and Land G r a n t  O f f i c e  was completed 
on Fnrch 31, 1894. The first f loor  of the building served as the city 
post office u n t i l  1962, and for a number of years the second floor 
quartered the U. S. Land Grant O f f i c e .  

A t  its dedication the Old Camden Post O f f i c e  was called the " f i n e s t  
bui ld ing  between Texarkana and Little Rock." Today it remains a rare 
and f i n e  example-of the endangered a c h a r d s o n i a n  Ronanesgue s ty le  of 
architecture. The bui ld ing  is a bulky,.tw-stpry,._three bay,.masonry . 

structure, supporting an equally heavy-lookin?, t i l e ,  hipped roof. Typical 
Ronanesque features such as arched apertures, heavily accented exterior 
moldings, and. an impressive oriel  window, overlooking the entranceway 
ornament the structure. Short, thick brackets, resembling beams, are 
found beneath the roof 'bverhang, and two eyebrow dormers grace the roof 
i tself .  In 1925 a one-story, brick addition was attached to the rear of 
the bui ld ing ,  but t i m e  h a s  mel lowed any adverse impact which the addition 

Shor t ly  a f t e r  the construction of the building, the  Camden Press proclaimed 
that Camden was probably the smallest town in the United States containing 
a federal government building. The c l a i m  was not substantiated, but it 
does raise an important question relating to t h e  history of the  structure. 
Why d i d  t,k.e United States  government in an era of low taxes and balanced 
budgets e rec t  an expensive, Romanesque-style, federa l  builaing in the s ~ a E l  
town of C a d e n ,  Arkansas? Perhaps the  answer lies in the prosperity 
which Czz~d-;l seemed to possess. An account published shor t ly  a f te r  t he  
t u r n  of =k:2 century-Gescribes Camden as a city .with.comnercial s i ~ i f i c a a c e  
f a r  exceeeing i t s  population of around 5 , 0 0 0 .  An important port on t h e  
Ouachitz X v l r  and served by two r a i l  lines,. Cm&n po-ssesseE* the t rans- : 

portatior outlets necessary for the a n n u a l  export of 20,000 Mles of cotton. 
F u r t r h e m r z ,  .the c i t y  was the hub of a burgeoning lmnbes industry  that - 
operated in the dense southern Arkansas forests ,  which surrounded the 
town. The sme:article also intimates t h a t p l i t i e a l  pressure might have 
spurred the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the federal building- The local citizens 
actively petitioned Congressman Thomas C. McRae on behalf of the b u i l d h q  
and MeRae, in tun, garnered a $25,000 appronxiation for constructLon 
purposes during the Harrison administration. Perhaps the c i t izens  interest 
in building a substantial post office stemed from the  fact t h a t  the old 
post office was unsatisfactorily located in the r ea r  of a Camden bank. 

I 
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had upon t h e  structure. The highly o r n a m e n t a l  interior of the building 
remains in fine condition with the only major loss being t h e  postal  
windows which were once located on the building's first f loor .  

N i n e  postmasters were headquartad in the Old Camden Pos t  Off ice  duiing 
i t s  62 years o f  use. In the early gears of the bu i ld ing  political patronage 
played a major role in f i l l i n g  the office of postmaster. Postmasters were 
appointed to four year terms and t h e i r  tenure was invariably t i e d  to 
specific Pres ident ia l  administrations. However, J, C. Russell, an ardent 
Republican, served as postmaster through a total of 27 years of Republ ican  
administration. C ~ h e  passage of the  Ramseck-Or Mahoney B i l l  in 1939 placed 
the office of postmaster under the ~Lass i f i ed  c i v i l  service. Earlier in 
the century, the appointment of postal c l e r k s  by the postmaster had also 
resulted in a patronage system and at least one case of nepotism is known 
to have occurred in Camden. Hugh Pickett, the first postmaster in the 
Old Camden Post O f f i c e ,  h i r ed  his son as a postal clerk. Will Pickett 
worked f r o m  4:00 a.m. unt i l  he went to school at 9r00 a .m.  f o r  ten cents 
a day. Pastak were placed under the civil service during t h e  T a f t  

pi- (&v , / ) i d ~ ? - ~ ~ i  
4- 

The Old Camden P o s t  Office is a-:rare and fine emmple of Richardsbnian 
Rmanesqrre architecture; it represents t h e  r a r i t y  of a 19th c e n t m y  Federal 
building being located in a small town; and it is a rich renindex of local 
postal h i s t o r y .  



''Group Seeks Ways to Save Old Post Office." The Canden News.  July 2, 1976, p , l .  
"Old Post Office Doomed for Parking Lot P r o j e c t . ' 9 e  Camden News .  June 30, 1976, p.5 .  
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Siffora, Dora, compiler. "Xtchie  Morgan Gets Postal Job." Camden Scrapbook, 

i 
Vol .  VIX. Ouachita County Library, Camden, Arkansas. . "Mew Poslmaster Takes O f f  ice, I' Feb. 15, 1940. Camden 
Scrapbook, Vol. VII. Duachita mmty Library, Camden, Arkansas. I 
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Arkansas Historic Preservation Pxogxm 9-14-76 
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300 West Harkham 501-371-1639 . 
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L i t t l e  Rock Arkansas 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SlGNlFlCANCEOFTHlS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

As the designated State W istoric Preservation Officer for the Naf  lonal H~storic Preservation Act of 1966 IPr~blic Law 89-665). 1 
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Tufts,  A. A , ,  Compiler. "J. C. Russell Dies After Long Ilkness." 
Caden Scraphok, Vol. V. Ouachita County Library, C d e n ,  - I 
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Arkansas. I I 




