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A one-story frame house, four  bays wide w i t h  a gable 
roof, t h i s  house i s  basically ell-shaped and has a porch 
across t h e  f r o n t  contained under the main roof of the house. 
It is supported by four square columns with r a i l i n g  between 
them. There is one corbelled cap chimney extending through 
t h e  roof. 

There are two s i n g l e  entry doors  to the house on, the 
porch; both have a transom and are v o i d  of any t r i m .  The 
windows are double hung wi-kh four l i g h t s  per sash, 

. - .  

The house is s a i d  to have 'been bu i l t  in 1856 and 
probably very closcily resembles i t s  original. appearance. ' It 
is s a i d  t h e  house was originally built w i t h  a rectangular 
f loor  plan and had a back porch. The ells were added l a t e r  
and the back porch, enclosed. The house has kept  i t s  changes, 
and h a s  m o s t  l i k e l y  had only  some decorative mould added to 
t h e  original. 
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STATEMENT O F  S l t N l F I C A N C E  . . 
The significa,~ce of the house is primarily a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

It does not ,  however, display any innovat ive  or outstanding 
architectural features, but rather represents an excellent 
example of the t y p e  home which was being bu i l t  by the 
wealthier class of cotton growers in Arkansas- This t y p e  
home w a s  be ing  b u i l t  by opportunists who had emigrated to 
Arkansas from s ta tes  east  of t h e  Mississippi Ftiver express- 
ly for the purpose of acquiring land and establ ishing a 
cotton plantation. 

A v a i l a b l e  evidence seems to poin t  to the fac t  that many 
of these elaborate Camden hones of the l a t e  1850's w e r e  the 
Ittown homes tr of persons whose p l a n t a t i o n s  were located at 
some distance f r o m  t h e  town itself, This p z r t i c u l a r  pa t t e rn  
of settlement appears to have been t h a t  famil ies  of wealth 
would emigrate to Arkansas w i t h  slaves, farming equipment, 
and household goods, Once they a r r i vad ,  they would have t h e  
land cle'ared, put in a cotton cro?, and b u i l d  a terr.porary 
home on the plantat ion.  Some of the plan ta t ion  owners would, 
of course, b u i l d  elaborate homes on the plantations then- 
selves; other would arrange to have homes built in t h e  t o t . 9 ~  
which served as sh ipping  points f o r  t h e i r  co"ltn crops m d  as 
local centers of commerce. 

%. For some families,  the move to town w+s apparently part 
of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  plan.  9 ? i t h  o thers ,  it is nore likely that 
they followed a t r e n d  and moved to t h e  korm after they h a d .  
made one or more successful crops during the cotton boom of 

. the 1850's. These were apparently t h e  homes of persons of 
moderate w e a l t h  who purchased land f r o m  t h e  o r ig ina l  
settlers and were able to move in and establ ish a success- 
f u l  cot ton growing opera t ion  w i t h i n  a year or so. 

Many of t h e  early sett lers,  even though they  grew 
cot ton ,  were inadequately f i nanced  and lacked  t3e manpower 
resources, free or slave, to clear  and p l a n t  large tracts of 
land and, therefore,  f a i l e d  to reap the  large returns of t h e  
prof i tab le  demand for cotton.  

m 
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