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1. Name of Property 
historrc name Har? Creek Sridge 
other narnesls~te number L%X xo . AR-9 

2. Location 
street & numbers tate Highway 7, spanning Harp Creek U not for publication N/A 
city, town Jasper W v~cin~ty  
stare Arkansas code 05 county Yewtan code 101 zip code7264 1 

3. Classification 
Owners hip of Property C a t ~ q  of Property Number of Resources w~thin Property 

prlvate bui!ding(s) Contrrbuting PJoncontrfbvting 
public-lmal district buildings 
pubblc8tate (3 slre sites 
public-Federal structure I structures a object objects 

1 Total 

Name of relat6d multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
Historic Bridnes of Arkansas listed in the National Register XJ'A 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated aulhority under the National Historic Preservat~on Act of 7966, as amended. I hereby certify that this 
rtnomlnalron request for determinatron of eligibility meets the documentation standards Iw registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional rquirements set forth in 36 CFR Pan 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets 1: does not rneet the National Register criteria. C See continuation sheet 

Signature of cen~tyang ofTiciat Dale 
Arkansas Historic Presetvation Pro~ram 
Stare oc FweraY aqency and bureau 

/ In my opinion. fhe propeny meets C does not rneet the Natlonal Register criteria. See contlnuanan shear 

Signature of commenting or other offlcial ~ a t s  

] State or Federal agency and bureau 

- 
5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby. cen~fy that Ihls propeny IS. 

enlered In the National Register. - 
See cont~nuafrsn sheet. 

determined eliglble for the Nalianal 
Register. See conrinuatlon sheet 

delermned not eligible for the 
National Regtsrer. 

removed from The National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of tns K m e r  Oala of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Histonc Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructms) 
Trans2nrtarion/Poad-Related nnrtatio&oad - W t e d  

7. Description 
Arch~tecrural Classification Materials (enter categories f om instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: ODea Svandrel. Deck Arch 
foundation concrete 
walls CanCrete 

other 

. Descrlba prewnt and histwic physical appearance. 

See continuation sheel 
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h t e d  in the Qzark Mountain region of north-ceriaal Arkansas, rhe Harp Creek Bridge is an open 
spandrel. reinforcedcorrcme deck arch. ILF single span supplies access across Harp Creek. a small tributary of 
the Buffalo Rives. on SUE Highmy 7 approximatety 1.5 miles north of thc small [own of Pmia 11, is in g m d  
condition md unaltered. 

ELABORATION 

The 117 foot long, 23 foot wide bridge is s u p p o d  by two arched ribs 16 feet apart Th 69 foot long 
arches spring from rwo piers 24 fett from the masonry abutments at either end of the bridge deck. The ribs 
~hickcn slightly mwmd the haunches from a LWO foot thickness at the crown. ?hc arches are connected by hams 
midway from the springline to the man. - .. 

Eight reinforced concrete spandrel columns and a pilaster at ach pier, s q m  in section with caps nnd 
bases, rise from each arch rib to suppon ten flow grders. Four stringers carry the Id from the reinforced 
concrete slab deck to the girders. The outer swingers are d h e d y  wer b e  ribs and hide the two spandrel columns 
nearest the m h  crown. The other two suingers are five feet inside the ribs. 

The arch of the bridge is continued as a motif in a pm on the outer face of a c h  pier and on h e  
posrs on h e  deck directly a h v e  each pier. ahe original plans also d e d  for a shallow arch motif benveen LIE 
verticals !o echo she basic form of the bridge. Inst& the stringers were made deeper. and a smighr edge 
separates each vertical. A reinforced concrete Musuade with arched openings serves as a handrail. 

The Harp Creek Bridge is currently in good condition and is being maintained by rhe Arkansas Highway 
and Transportauan Department. 
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SUMMARY 

The Harp Creek Bridge is an exceUenr example d the smaller, sin@ span, reinforced-concrete, open 
-. s p m h l ,  deck arch bridge type. E m e d  as one of two bridges in a Yewton County road projec~. Harp Creek 

Bridge is an example of the more mhiteFtural of he small Highway Depmmenr bridges. It was h i l l  in 1928 
by the Litde Rock branch of lhe L w n  Bridge Company, a company which, after its renowned founder Daniel. 
E. Luten, speeidmd in minforced concrete arch bridges. Harp Creek remains today as one of only ten unaltered 
open spandrel deck arches in Arkansas and is reflective of the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Depanmenr 
Era: 1923-1939. As such, it is nominated under Criteria A and C with SMC wide significance. 

The bridge over Harp creek oa Route 7 in Newton County was built in 1928 as part of a single project 
involving two bridges on that route.' The bridge, a concrete deck arch of 65 feet with two appmach spans, was 
let to conontractors togeher with a sxmd bridge, aver Mill Creek, which consisred of three 31-faot deck girder 
spans.' 

The project was mdmaken to improve k scenic Highway No. 7 ,  "a connection between No. 65 at  
Hamson and No. 70 near Hor Springs h u g h  RusseIEvilIe, craAng h e  backbone of b e  Boston Mountains."' 
However, h e  improvement of Highway No. 7 was not the sole reason for undertakjng the consuuction of these 
bridse. In a letter from Division Engineer W. M Mitchell, to the bridge enginer of h e  State Highway 
Depamena, N. B. Caner, it was n o d  that "to date we have nothing going in this county except a small state 
project and it is very imperative we get some work underway."' Clearly. an appreciation of he balance of mad 
projects thughout the state of Arkansas was an important if hardly decisive f x m r  in deciding which route 
developments should be undertaken. 

THE SITES 

The sites of the two projected bridges, over Mill Creek and Hatp Creek, were sweyed early in 
Septembet, 1927.' As neither site was bridged at that time, the survey was necessary to determine the required 
specifications of the bridges. Borh siles. set in the mwntainws region of northern Arkansas, had solid rock 
wailabie far the founb~ons of the bridges. The character of the Mill Creek site permitted the use of simple 
deck girder spans. In contrast, rhe H q  Creek site required the consmuon of a rnme substantial bridge and 
consequently, a bridge with greater rvchiteccunl pretensions. 

DESIGN, LETTING AND CONSTRUCTION 

Designs for the projected bridge over Harp Creek were commenced on Novemkr 22. 1927, and 
compieted on December 19.6 The bridge design, for consmction in reinforced concrete, was a simple deck 
arch with open spandrels containing rerticicd pasts which carried h e  deck. An elaborare range of arch motifs 
adorned he s d a c e ,  and though simplified in actuaI construcbon, the bridge, as built, retained he architectural 
character of the original designs. The bridge convacf orignally was intended for letting on January 15, 193. 
However, the bridge convact was assigned in an apparently unscheduled letting on December 30, 1927.' The 
Little Rock offices of rhe Luten Bridge Company gained the contract for a Iow bid of $8,706.12, some $100 
leqc than h e  cost esrimated by the State f ighway Depment . '  

On January 10, 1928, K.B. Garver gave notice te the Luten Bridge Company "to commence work on 
this projecr," a project which was 10 remain under Gmer's  own supervision! Dcspile Garver5s: reminder that 
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work should lx commenced" within Len days of h e  date of this order," that is, by Jm~l.zry 20," work on the 
bridge d ~ d  nor be@ until January 31. However, no complications m s e  due to the delay and, as far as can be 
ascemined, h e  project was cornpIered wirhin Ote contract time of 110 days.'' 
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ENDNOTES 
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Arkansas State Highway Dqanmenr: 1928." 

9. Garver to Luten Bridge Company, Little Rwk, Januaq 10, 1928. A H T D  Microfilm Files. 

10. Bridge 585, Card Index, AHTD. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifv~nq official has cons~dered the si~nifi~anes of this DroDertv in relation to other ~rouerties: - . .  . . . 

nationally statewide tocatty . . 

ApprieabFe Nsiianal Register Criteria A B c a D 
Criteria Considerations (Excsgions) DA 6 ]C D [7 E F UG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories f r o m  instrwtions) Periml of Significance Significant Dates 
1928-1939 1928 

Cultural Affillatlon 

Significant Parson ArchitecUBuilder 
N / A  Architect: Arkansas Bi~hwav & Transportation 

B u i l d e r  : Luten Bridne CoirLoanv 
-- - 

Slate significance of properly, and justify criteria, criteria consideratbns, and areas and periods of slgnif~anca noted above. 

See continuation shest 
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9. Major Biblioqraphical References 

See Ris to r i c  Sridges of Arkansas, Multiple Property Nomination, S e c t i o n  H. 

Prevlous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested 
previously lsted in the Nalional Register 
previously delemined eligible by the Natlanal Rqister 
designated a National Historlc Landmark 
recorded by Historic Amsncan Buildings 
survey # 
recorded by Historic Amertcan Engneering 
Record # HAER NO. AR-9 

See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: m State hisfork presenratim office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Specify repository: 
U.S. L i b r a r v  of Con~ress 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Less than one acre 

UTM References 
A 14 18 1 7  16 1 5  10 1 I3 t9 19 1 2  I9 13 10 1 

Zone Easling Northing 
B I b I 8 1 7 8 5 1 6 1 5  

Zone Easting 
1 -  Noflhlng 

a See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundav DeserFpt~on 

Beginning at a point a ~ r o x i m a t e l y  1,850 feet nor th  of the intersection of County Road at 
bench mark 892 and State Highway 5 ,  the Harp Creek Bridge boundary starts here at the south 
end of the south approach, continues norcn across Harp Creek f o r  approximately I17 f e e t ,  and 
terminates a t  the end of the  north approach.  

See continuation sheet 

8oundaq Jusfif ication 
The _boundary includes the main span,  approach spans, p i e r s  and abutments that are 
historically associated wfth  this proper ty .  

See conFinuat~on sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
namefirtle Text >--* S2an O ' i E e i l l y  & CorLnne Smith;edited by Michael Sr;anda 
organlzatlon Arkansas Historic ?resewation Program" date Tabruary 5 .  1990 
street 8 number 2 2 5  East Yarkhan leleph~ne (501)  371-2763 
city or town LitEle Rock state Arkansas code 72201 


